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Introduction by SACRE
Following the 2014 Ofsted report on Religious Education (RE), ‘Realising the Potential’ and
the Church of England report, ‘Making a Difference’, those involved in RE have had to
consider seriously what is taking place in our schools and whether or not our young people
are receiving the quality of RE that they deserve. The reports highlighted weakness in
teaching and provision, but especially teachers’ subject knowledge and assessment.
‘Assessment in RE remained a major weakness in the schools visited. It was
inadequate in a third of the primary schools. Many teachers were confused about how
to judge how well pupils were doing in RE. ‘Realising the Potential’
The removal of ‘levels’ has added to a lack of confidence for those in primary education. For
good assessment to take place teachers must have good subject knowledge and
themselves have an understanding of key religious concepts. It is impossible to remove one
from the other.
This material is aimed at primary school RE teachers, many of whom are not RE specialists.
The aim is to help teachers with their subject knowledge in order for them to plan effectively
and set clear learning objectives. It does not claim to be a definitive list and although
comprehensive, it does not totally cover the divergent views within the faith traditions. It is
therefore hoped that teachers and leaders from faith communities will add to the sections to
ensure each faith is fully represented. It is hoped, however, that it will give sufficient
background knowledge that teachers will have a starting point. The aim is to ensure that
pupils gain a deeper knowledge and understanding, as well as the skills to use and develop
religious literacy.

The material is divided into the six major faiths studied in East Sussex and Brighton and
Hove schools: Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism.

Each aspect of the faith outlines what a bright pupil might be expected to know and
understand at the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. There are also some suggested
tasks to help with formative assessment and help develop pupil skills. These tasks are only
suggested idea. They have already been added to by RE subject leaders and schools are
encouraged to be creative and add even more additional tasks. Alongside the East Sussex
and Brighton and Hove RE discs, teachers will have sufficient material to be creative and
use the fact that RE is cross-curricular to develop other exciting activities for assessment.

For Controlled Church of England schools who will be following the ‘Understanding
Christianity’ project we have included aspects of the key concepts required namely: Creation
and Fall, Incarnation, Kingdom of God, Salvation, Gospel, People of God.
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KEY CONCEPTS IN CHRISTIANITY
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GOD
Knowledge KS1
Christians believe:
God is one
 God is creator of the universe
 God is like a father and loving parent
 You can read about God in the Bible
 God has different names, e.g. Lord / Father / King
 Christians worship God, often in church
 People talk to God in prayer
 Sunday is a special day for Christians to remember God
 Symbols remind us of God
 God is invisible
 God is mysterious
 Not everyone believes in God
 God is always present and loves everyone
 God gave Moses the Commandments to show people how to live
 The Old Testament tells the story of a group of people with a special relationship with God
 These people are known as the children of Israel or the people of God
 God wants people to behave in certain ways and gives guidance
 The people of God try to live in the way that God wants
 God has many qualities, e.g. loving, caring, forgiving
 Jesus is called the Son of God
 Christians believe that through Jesus all people can become people of God.

Understanding KS1
 Christians believe there is one God
 Why God wants people to behave in certain ways
 The special relationship with God of the ‘People of God’ in the Old Testament
 Christians pray to God, in Church, at home with others, by themselves
 Why Christians pray to God
 God answers prayers in different ways
 Why Christians use the word “Father”
 Christians read the Bible to help themselves understand about God

Tasks KS1
 Think about the Christian idea of God as a loving father / parent / carer. Write down the
qualities that you think God would have
 Read the story of the Lost Sheep. Talk about the story and why you think it was important for
the shepherd to look for the sheep. Show the links between this story and the people of God
 Write a prayer to God as a loving parent / carer
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Knowledge KS2
























Christians believe in one God
The God of the Old Testament is the God of Jews and Muslims
Christians and Jews learn about God from the Bible
Muslims learn about God from the Qur’an
Christians may have different views about what God is like
Christians believe that God loves His creation
Human beings destroy God’s perfect creation by their behaviour
Christians believe that God loves everyone
How the Old Testament pieces together the story of the ‘People of God’
Key characters such as Abraham and Moses and their relationship with God
The story of Moses and the Exodus
How God rescued His people from the Egyptians
How the Prophets tried to make people turn back from their evil ways to God
For Christians God has many titles, e.g. Creator, Lawgiver, Comforter, Sustainer, Eternal,
Judge, Omnipotent
Christians believe that God is holy and loving
Christians see God as being angered by sin and injustice but also loving and forgiving
Christians view God as three in one, a trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
For Christians, Jesus is the incarnate Son of God
For Christians, Jesus reveals what God is like
God is active in the world through the Holy Spirit
Christians pray to God
Christians believe that God listens
Some Christians spend their whole lives trying to understand God better

Understanding KS2
 Why belief in God is essential to Christians
 Begin to understand the Christian perception of the Trinity
 Begin to understand the Christian concept of Incarnation
 Begin to understand some of the titles given to God
 Begin to understand the story of salvation and the role of key Biblical characters

Tasks KS2
 If you were able to meet God, think of a list of questions that you would wish to ask
 Look at The Lord’s Prayer. Take each line and discuss its meaning for Christians
 Design an Altar Frontal for Trinity Sunday and write a newspaper article to explain your
design
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THE BIBLE
Knowledge KS1










The Bible is a special and holy book for Christians and Jews
The Bible is divided into the Old Testament and the New Testament
The Old Testament tells the history of the Jewish people (the children of Israel) from the time
of the creation
The New Testament is special for Christians because it tells the story of Jesus and the early
Christian church
The Bible is like a library of 66 different books
The first book in the Bible is called Genesis and it tells stories of the creation of the universe
The New Testament contains the four Gospels: St Matthew, St Mark, St Luke and St John
The Bible was the first book ever printed
Many Christians read the Bible every day. Passages from the Bible are read in Christian
churches on weekdays and on Sundays

Understanding KS1





Why the Bible is important for Christians and Jews
Why the New Testament is important for Christians
That the Bible is not just one book but made up of several books like a library
Why the Bible talks about the people of Israel and who these people were

Tasks KS1



Think about your own favourite book. If you had to design a special box to keep it in, what would you put
on it? Design a special box for a Christian family to keep their Bible in
Listen to a popular Old Testament Bible story or a parable of Jesus. Make a collage to depict the key
events in the story
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Knowledge KS2
 There are 39 books in the Old Testament
 There are 27 books in the New Testament
 The first five books of the Bible (the Torah or Law) is especially important for Jews
 The word Bible came from the word ‘Biblos’ which was the name given to the inner bark of
the papyrus
 Papyrus was used as writing paper
 The children of Israel are known as the people of God
 The people of God try to live as God wants
 The word Testament means “covenant”. The Bible tells of God’s covenant with the human
race and the children of Israel
 The Old Testament pieces together the story of the people of God as their circumstances
change
 The story of the Exodus shows how God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt
 Christians believe that through Jesus all people can become people of God
 Christians believe that Jesus’ death and resurrection rescued people from the slavery of sin
 Jesus is seen as the ‘Light of the World’, bringing light into the darkness of the world
 Christians see the story of the Christian church as the continuing story of the people of God
 The first Bible printed in English was in 1535
 The Old Testament contains a library of law, story, poetry and history
 The New Testament contains accounts of Jesus’ teaching life and death and letters written to
various churches
 Some people believe that the Bible is factually true
 Some people believe that the Bible contains a mixture of myth and fact
 There are variations in the Gospel stories
 The Bible is the most popular book bought
 Many Christians keep family Bibles that are handed down from generation to generation
 Many early Bibles were beautifully decorated with illuminated letters
Understanding KS2
 What is meant by a covenant
 Why the Bible is a mixture of different types of literature
 Why different denominations of Christians view the Bible in different ways
 Why the Bible is so important for Christians today
 Some of the links between the Old and New Testaments
 Why the Gospel accounts often differ
 How the Bible is used today
 Why such care was taken over the early decorated manuscripts
 Why many Christians keep a family Bible handed down from generation to generation
Tasks KS2
 Write an article for a magazine explaining why the Bible is a special book for Christians
 Investigate the history of the Bible throughout the centuries. Make a class book to portray the
developments
 Choose the opening verse of your favourite Bible story and write it in an illuminated style
 Create a class library of the books in the Bible. Design your cover to help explain what type of
book it is e.g. poetry, history
 Choose a story from the Bible and explore the story in different translations. Look at the
different language used in the texts
 If appropriate compare the same story from different gospels. List the differences
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CREATION and FALL
Knowledge KS1












Christians believe that God created everything in the universe
The book of Genesis tells the stories of creation
The book of Genesis is found in the Old Testament
The book of Genesis is the first book in the Bible
One story tells how God made the universe in six days and rested on the seventh
The seventh day was to be regarded as holy when God rested
Adam was the name given to the first man. Eve was the name given to the first woman
Know that there are other stories about creation / Adam and Eve and Noah
Know the story of Noah, the animals and the flood
How God has a unique relationship with the earth and its peoples
Christians believe that because God made the universe it is special and we should look after
it

Understanding KS1





Some people believe these stories to be fact; other people think that they are important
stories that explain how the world began
Christians believe that when the universe and humans were first created they were special
and perfect
Begin to understand the idea of ‘sin and forgiveness’
The importance of these stories for Christians

Tasks KS1



Make a collage to explain the creation story
Think about the universe and something that you think is special about creation. Draw it and say why it
is special for you. You could make a class book
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Knowledge KS2



















There is more than one creation story in the book of Genesis
There are three stories in the book of Genesis
o The creation of the universe (Genesis, Ch 1 v1 – Ch2 v4)
o The story of Adam and Eve (Genesis, Ch 2 v4 – Ch 4)
o The story of Noah (Genesis, Ch6 v9- Ch10)
The chronology of events in the creation of the universe
The seventh day is known as the Sabbath in Judaism
God was said to have created human beings in his own image
God is portrayed as masculine
In the second story Adam (man) is given the task of looking after the Garden of Eden
The story tells how God made woman from the rib of Adam
The main events in the story of Adam and Eve
How in the story of Adam and Eve they spoiled their relationship with God
Why this is called the ‘Fall’
The idea that human beings are flawed
The idea that sin spoiled creation
The debate and controversy between the scientific accounts of creation and Biblical accounts
The story of Noah
That Christians believe that God brings salvation through Jesus
Some of the numbers included in the Bible stories, e.g. 7, 40. Noah died at 950.

Understanding KS2











How different Christian traditions view the creation stories, mythological / literal
The parallels between the scientific chronology and the events in Genesis
The significance of Adam and Eve’s disobedience and what is meant by the ‘Fall’
The symbolism of the trees and the links with the New Testament
The significance of the dove and the olive branch from the story of Noah
The concept of covenant between God and human beings
The significance of the rainbow
The significance of the bow (with the arrow pointing towards God)
That 7 and 40 are special numbers in the Bible
This is the first appearance of the dove and the olive branch in the Bible

Tasks KS2





Imagine you were God. Write a diary account of your creation
Imagine that you had to write a creation story today. Write your story
Using the first creation story, write a booklet to describe this using your favourite plants and
animals
Design a stained glass window to depict one or all three of the creation stories
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MOSES - Prophet
Knowledge KS1













That Moses was the son of an ordinary Hebrew / Israelite family
The story of his early life
The story of the bulrushes
He was brought up in Egypt by an Egyptian of high rank
He became leader of the Hebrews (The People of Israel) when he saw how badly his people
were treated
He ran away because he feared retribution and became a lowly shepherd
He received a message from God to return and release the Hebrews
God sent the plagues culminating in the first Passover
The links to Jewish special meal - Pesach
Crossing the Red Sea
Journey in the desert
Links to present day Eucharist

Understanding KS1









This happened well over a thousand years before Jesus was born
It was a story that Jesus would have heard / known from the Torah
That people’s lifestyles may change and they have to make choices and decisions
Pharaoh made false promises; link to modern day
Why Pharaoh did not want the Hebrews to go
The origin of Jewish special meal / festival Pesach
The link through Jesus celebrating the Last Supper (Passover meal with friends)
The link between Pesach / Passover and the Christian Eucharist

Tasks KS1







Discuss how Moses’ family would have felt when he was placed in the bulrushes. Consider
what items his mother might have placed in the basket and why.
Hot seat Pharaoh – What questions would you ask him?
Compare unleavened bread / yeast bread
Make a plate with clay / paper for Pesach meal and talk about what it means / represents
Make a plague wheel
Retell your story as if you were the young Moses
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Knowledge KS2















Moses was born as a slave
He was brought up in a royal household
He ran away from the authorities to another land
The story of the burning bush
The story of the Exodus
Moses had a brother Aaron
He did not immediately do God’s will
He took the Israelites out of Egypt
He spent 40 years in the Wilderness
During this time God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and other rules for the Jews to
follow
Moses had continually to encourage the Israelites to follow God’s Commandments
Moses died before he entered the Promised Land
The Commandments were placed in the Ark of the Covenant which was carried before the
people as they journeyed
The details of the Ark (Exodus, Ch36)

Understanding KS2








Moses was a great leader
What qualities are needed to be a great leader
Not all the Israelites were happy to be in the Wilderness
Moses had a unique relationship with God
Moses was chosen by God
The significance of the number 40
The determination of Moses in taking the Israelites to the Promised Land but never reaching it
himself

Tasks KS2





Read Deuteronomy, Ch34, the death of Moses. Write his obituary
Write Ten Commandments for today’s society
Write a job description / person specification for a great leader and the task that Moses would
have to carry out
Imagine you were Moses. Write your diary entry for the day God spoke to you (Exodus, Ch3)
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS – Commandment – (Mitzvot)
Knowledge KS1






There are ten special laws for Christians
The source of the Ten Commandments is in the Bible, Exodus
Why we need rules
Christians believe that God gave Moses the Ten Commandments
Know the following Commandments in more detail:
o People should not kill
o Honour your parents
o Do not steal do not lie
o Do not be jealous of others
o Do not swear
o Keep Sunday Holy

Understanding KS1











Why the Ten Commandments are important to Christians today
We must not kill
We should honour our parents
We should not steal
We should not lie
We should not be jealous
Why we should not swear
We should keep Sunday special (Sabbath)
Why rules are important
Why Moses is important to Jews and Christians

Tasks KS1



Think of your own five rules suitable for today
Draw pictures to symbolise these Commandments. Design a stained glass window or a cover
for your Bible showing these Commandments
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Knowledge KS2












Moses was an important leader for the Jewish people
Moses was chosen by God to lead the Jews to freedom
The story of Moses and the Exodus
Where to find the story in the Bible (Exodus Ch20)
How Moses was given the Commandments
That there are 613 commandments in Judaism
Christians follow ten of these
The Ten Commandments are laws to live by
Know the Ten Commandments
Know that in some Christian churches the Ten Commandments are recited daily or on each
Sunday
The difficulties and breakdown of social order of the time

Understanding KS2





The significance of this event for the Jewish nation
The importance of the Ten Commandments for Christians today
The concept of commandments as a moral code for life
Society needs rules to help it survive

Tasks KS2




Imagine you were Moses. Write your diary entry on your receiving of the Commandments and
the reaction of those whom you told
Write Ten Commandments for today’s society. You could make them positive, e.g. “You shall”
Find newspaper cuttings to reflect how the Ten Commandments are sometimes broken in
today’s society
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THE ANNUNCIATION
Knowledge KS1
 The word “angel” means messenger
 Know that angels are thought of as God’s messengers
 Angels are special
 Know the story as it is told in St Luke’s Gospel, Ch1 v26
 Know the names of the characters involved
 Know what the angel told Mary
 Know what name Mary was told to call the baby
 The Christian Church still celebrates this event
Understanding KS1
 Why this is a special event for Christmas
 Why would Mary be afraid
 Why Mary trusted the angel
 Why Mary was obedient
 That angels appear throughout the Bible
 Angels are seen to be God’s special messengers
 The word “Gabriel” means “God’s hero”
Task KS1
 Look at some various images of angels. Choose one that you like and say why you like it and
why you chose it
 Imagine you are Mary. Either draw a picture or write about your experience
 Imagine you are going to meet the angel Gabriel. Make a list of some questions that you would
like to ask

Knowledge KS2
 That angels occur throughout the Bible as messengers of God
 What story the word “annunciation” refers to in the Gospels
 Where to find the story in the Gospels (St Luke, Ch1 v26)
 The Angel Gabriel told Mary that his name should be ‘Jesus’
 The sequence of this event following the angel’s visit to Zechariah
 What happens next in the story – Mary’s visit to her cousin, Elizabeth
 The significance of this event for Christians
 How the local Church celebrates this event
 The Christian festival of Advent
Understanding KS2
 How Mary might have felt
 What the word “annunciation” means
 The concept of obedience
 The significance of the Holy Spirit
 Why this is an important event for Christians
 Why Advent is a special festival for Christians
Tasks KS2



Find an artist’s painting of this event. Write a description to go with the painting, explaining
what the painting is about and where the artist found his/ her inspiration
Imagine that you were Mary. Write your diary entry for the day that God spoke to you.
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ANGELS IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY – Angel
Knowledge KS1
Angels are special
 Angels bring messages from God
 Angels usually bring good news
 An angel appeared to Joseph
 The Angel Gabriel gave Mary a special message that she was to have a child and call him
Jesus
 Angels brought a message to shepherds
 The word angel means messenger
Understanding KS1
 Why Angels are special
 Angels mean different things to different people
 Angels usually bring good news
 The importance in the Christmas story
Tasks KS1



Look at Christmas cards. Say why they like them, choose one and write about it
Talk about the idea of an angel being God’s messenger. Draw your idea of an angel

Knowledge KS2
 Which of the Gospels mention Angels
 The root of the word: angaros (courier) Persian; angelos (messenger) Greek; mal’akh Hebrew
 Angels are believed to serve God
 Gabriel is one of the most prominent Angels in the Bible
 The word “Gabriel” means “God’s hero”
 No-one knows what Angels look like. Why do we think of angels wearing white and having
wings?
 Angels usually bring comfort
 What did the Angel Gabriel say to Joseph and Mary?
 Angels are found in Jewish, Christian, Muslim and Hindu traditions
Understanding KS2
 That angels are used in different ways at different times in the gospels
 Meaning of symbol
 Angels have been represented in stained glass windows throughout the ages
 Begin to understand concept of a guardian angel
Tasks KS2
 Explore angels in film and television. Write the scene where the Angel Gabriel appears to
Joseph
 Look at painting / sculptures. Draw your own image of an Angel and say why you have
created your Angel in that way
 Look at different translations of the gospel story and compare the differences
 Compare the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary in the Gospel and the visit of the Angel Jabriel
(Gabriel) to Muhammed in the Qur’an
 Design your own stained glass windows to depict the visit of the Angels in the Gospel
accounts
 Examine hymns about Angels. Write your own hymns
 Imagine that you met an Angel. What would you say? How would you feel? Write your story
or a poem
 Look at the hymn ‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’. Explain the verses
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS - Incarnation
Knowledge KS1
 Sequence of events surrounding birth of Jesus in either St Matthew’s or St Luke’s Gospel
 Know the key characters in the story
 Know the key places in story
 Know that Jesus was a “real” person. He probably had brothers / sisters
 Joseph and Mary were Jews and Jesus was a Jew
Understanding KS1
 Why Christmas is important to Christians
 Importance of the birth for Christians
 Why Jesus was born in Bethlehem
 Jesus was part of a Jewish family
 Jesus is a special person for Christians
 Christians believe that Jesus was the son of God
 Christians believe that God became man
Tasks KS1



Retell the sequence of the story
Design a religious Christmas card to reflect a key part of the story

Knowledge KS2
 Where to find the birth stories
 Sequence of events as related in the Gospels, including
o The Annunciation, Visitation Mary to Elizabeth
o The journey to Bethlehem
o Shepherds
o Return to Nazareth
o Wise Men
o Herod
 Where these events took place – geography, distances involved
 When it happened – chronological, historical setting, e.g. link with the Romans
 How Christians celebrate Christmas today in church and in the home
 That Christians believe that God came to earth in human form as Jesus
 Begin to explore the Christian concept of ‘Incarnation’
 The Old Testament prophecies linked to the Nativity story
 The Old Testament talks about the ’anointed one’ or ‘messiah’
 Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah
 Christians believe that Jesus is one of the three persons in the Christian concept of ‘Trinity’
 Christians worship God as the ‘Trinity’ or ‘three in one’.
Understanding KS2
 Christians believe it was a special birth – humble origins, poor, fulfilment of prophecy
 Begin to understand the Christian concept of ‘incarnation’
 The symbolism in the story, e.g. the angels, the gifts
 Importance of this event for Christians past and present
 The concepts of myth / reality in the gospel accounts
Tasks KS2
 Compare gospel accounts. Create a class frieze to depict what aspect of the story is found in
which gospel
 Write stories / diaries from different points of view or as different characters in the story
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Investigate Christian art / cards. Which gospel inspired this? Choose your favourite and say
why you have made this choice
Discuss the concept of Incarnation and try to explain in pictures or words
Design a modern stained glass window and write a piece for a magazine to explain why your
design is as it is
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EPIPHANY
Knowledge KS1
 Where the wise men appear in the Christmas story
 Other stories linked to this event, e.g. the story of Baboushka
 The different names used for the wise men e.g. Magi
 The gifts were special and precious
 What the gifts were
 The significance of the star
 In the Christian church the festival of Epiphany comes after Christmas
Understanding KS1
 Time lapse between Jesus’ birth and this event
 What is meant by the word Epiphany
 Symbolism of the gifts
 Importance of Jesus – then / now
 That the magi were described as important men from distant lands travelling so far
 That there are different ways in which these images are portrayed in art
 The links between Christmas presents and the Epiphany story
Tasks KS1





Listen to the story. Make a box of special gifts – happiness, peace etc. – that you would want to give a
baby
Explain / retell the story
Explain symbolism of gifts
Link giving of gifts to Christmas

Knowledge KS2
 Know where to find the story in the gospels
 Know how many Magi are mentioned in the gospels
 Know what is meant by the word Epiphany (showing forth)
 Know the role of Herod
 Know the political situation at the time
 Know what other names are given to the magi in the story / myth
 Know when it occurs in the sequence of events in the gospels
 Know who was involved
 Know what gifts were brought
 Know the symbolism of those gifts
 Know when Christians celebrate this event today
 Know how it is celebrated today
 Know the importance of this event for Christians
 Know what happens in the Orthodox tradition today
 Know what frankincense and myrrh are
 Know that this is an important festival in Europe

Know some of the European celebrations such as in Germany - writing above the door the
following date and letters 20 C+M+B 16 (Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar)


Know the importance of this event in the history of Salvation

Understanding KS2
 The symbolism of the gifts
 Why Christians celebrate Epiphany today
 The significance of the event for Christians
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Why this story is only found in one gospel
The nature of pilgrimage
Why those particular gifts were written into the gospel account
The ritual of giving
The special nature of the gifts given
Begin to understand the links with the Old Testament prophecies
That this was the time when Jesus was shown to the world
this event

Tasks KS2
 Write a diary account or a newspaper article about this event
 Explain the significance of the Epiphany
 Design an Epiphany card
 Write a diary, as if they were one of the Wise Men
 Debate: How would this Jewish family feel receiving a visit and gifts from these distinguished
visitors?
 Read the collect for Epiphany. Write it out in illuminated script to describe this event
 Find out about the Epiphany festivals in other countries and write a magazine article to
explain some of these.
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CANDLEMAS
Knowledge KS1
 The story of Jesus being presented in the Temple
 Know that male babies were presented as a ‘thank you’ to God
 Giving thanks at the birth of a baby is commonplace across the world
 The names of the characters in the story
 That Jesus was recognised as a special baby
Understanding KS1
 The importance to Jews of going to the Temple
 The pleasure of Simeon
 That Jesus’ parents were told life would not be easy for him
Tasks KS1



Act out the story of the Presentation
Write a prayer to say thank you for the birth of a baby

Knowledge KS2
 To know the story of Candlemas St Luke Ch2 v22-40
 The importance of the Nunc Dimittis
 The importance of the prophets and prophecy
 That Jesus was recognised to be a special person
 The concept of ‘Messiah’; ‘The Anointed One’
 The role of Jesus in the story of salvation
 That Mary and Joseph were told of the pain that would be in Jesus’ life
nd
 That the Church celebrates the event on 2 February
 Why candles are used
 What happens in the local church
Understanding KS2
 That the Nunc Dimittis is a prophecy of Jesus’ life
 Why the “light of the world” is an important phrase Christians use to describe Jesus
 That Mary and Joseph would have had much to think about
 That Jesus was identified as a unique person very early in his life
 That God was telling other people about what to expect in Jesus
Tasks KS2
 Write a diary of the event as if you were Mary or Joseph on your return home
 “A light to lighten the Gentiles” – what does this phrase mean? When do we use the light?
Draw of paint a picture using the idea of light as a symbol
 Listen to the Nunc Dimittis using a candle as a focus. Write a poem or a prayer about the
Christian idea of Jesus being a “light to lighten the Gentiles”
 Find images of Jesus as ‘The Light of the World’, for example the one by William Holman
Hunt. Write an article to go with their chosen image to explain Jesus as ‘The Light of the
World’
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WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE ABOUT JESUS – Messiah
Knowledge KS1
 Jesus was a man who actually lived
 He was a Jew
 Jesus lived about 2000 years ago
 He was the son of Mary and Joseph
 Jesus was part of a family
 Jesus is called the Son of God
 Jesus is called the Christ, and his followers are called Christians
 He was born in Bethlehem
 He grew up in Nazareth
 He followed the Jewish way of life
 We only know one story about Jesus growing up
 Jesus chose twelve disciples as his friends
 Jesus was a teacher
 Jesus told stories to help people understand about God
 Jesus was crucified
 Jesus rose again
Understanding KS1
 Christians believe Jesus was real, not fictional
 What life was like in Jesus’ time
 Jesus was part of a family and what that means
 Jesus is the most special person for Christians
 That for Christians, Jesus is the Son of God
 When Jesus was born, God became a man
 Jesus led an ordinary Jewish life
 Jesus had a strong effect on the people he met
 Jesus changed the disciples’ lives
 Jesus changes people’s lives
 Christians believe that when people follow Jesus today, their lives are changed too
 Jesus told stories about everyday things
 Stories Jesus told had special meanings
 Jesus died the death of a criminal
 Jesus told his followers that he would rise again
 Jesus met and talked with his friends about his resurrection
Tasks KS1
 Sequence key events in the life of Jesus
 Identify similarities and differences between Jesus’ time and ours
 Write your own story about Jesus’ childhood, perhaps linked to a Jewish festival
Knowledge KS2
 There are four gospels
 Each gospel tells about Jesus’ life in a different way
 The story of Simeon
 Some of the Old Testament prophecies
 The Old Testament view of God’s relationship with his people
 John the Baptist baptised people in the River Jordan
 Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist
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God showed that Jesus was special by sending the Holy Spirit
After his baptism, Jesus went to be alone in the desert (wilderness)
Jesus told stories to help people understand about the Kingdom of God
The Kingdom of God can be described in many different ways
Jesus had many friends and followers
Jesus had special friends called disciples who would carry on his work
Jesus told stories to his followers and explained them to his disciples
Jesus performed miracles
A miracle is something which cannot be explained
Jesus healed many people
Jesus took an active part in the Jewish faith
He took part in the life of the temple
Jesus used language and quotations for the Torah in his teaching
Some people were afraid of Jesus
Some people wanted to destroy Jesus
Jesus was treated like a king when he entered Jerusalem
People waved palms to greet him
Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover with his disciples
The last meal he had with his disciples is called the Last Supper
Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane with some disciples to pray
Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver
Soldiers came to arrest Jesus
Jesus was taken to both Roman and Jewish authorities
Jesus appeared before Pontius Pilate
Jesus was tried under Jewish Law
Jesus was condemned to death
Jesus was mocked by the soldiers and given a crown of thorns
The people of Jerusalem were asked to choose between Jesus and Barabbas
Jesus had to carry his cross to Calvary
Crucifixion was the usual method of death for criminals
Jesus was crucified with two thieves
Jesus’ cross had a sign which said he was the King of the Jews
Jesus was nailed to the cross (probably an olive tree)
Jesus forgave his enemies before he died
What happened when the soldier pierced Jesus’ side
Jesus body was laid in a tomb, said to be owned by Joseph of Arimathea
On the third day, Jesus was no longer in the tomb
Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead
The key points of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection are told in the Creeds
Mary Magdalene was the first person to see Jesus after he had risen from the dead
Jesus appeared to his disciples several times after his resurrection
Seeing Jesus helped people carry on after his death
Jesus prepared his disciples for the time he would leave them
Jesus ascended to heaven 40 days after his death
Jesus is very special for Christians today
He is called Christ – Khristos (Greek) Messiah (Hebrew) – ‘The Anointed One’
Jesus is remembered when Christians celebrate the Eucharist
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Understanding KS2
 Different Gospel writers thought that different aspects of Jesus’ life were important
 Baptism marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and marks the beginning of the Christian life
for Christians today
 Jesus was human and had human needs
 Jesus had special qualities
 Jesus was recognised as a good teacher, who taught in different ways
 Jesus recognised the needs of others
 Jesus prepared people for the time when he would not be with them
 Jesus made sure that the disciples understood what he was saying
 Many people in authority saw Jesus as a threat
 People expected Jesus to be a powerful king / leader
 The Last Supper is the foundation for the Eucharist
 Jesus had difficulties about the task ahead of him and needed to be alone
 No-one wanted to take responsibility for Jesus’ death
 Christians believe that Jesus died to save others
 Forgiveness can be given and received at any time
 Jesus is alive for Christians today
 An understanding of why Jesus is called the ‘Messiah’

Tasks KS2









Write a short biography on Jesus of Nazareth
Write a newspaper report explaining the idea of Jesus as the ‘Messiah’
Write a news report on the Feeding of the Five Thousand using each gospel
Time travel back to the crucifixion – what was it like? Write a report for Christians today using
the gospel evidence
Write a diary account as if you were in a position of power during the time of Jesus, e.g. as
Pontius Pilate
Write a poem about an incident in Jesus’ life
Use a traditional hymn about Jesus. What feelings does it convey? Write your own modern
verse
Design your own stained glass window to reflect an aspect of Jesus’ life or Jesus as the
‘Messiah’
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THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY – Theotokos (God-Bearer)
Knowledge KS1
 Mary was a Jew
 Mary holds a special place in Christianity
 Christians believe the Mary was chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus
 Mary was engaged to and later married Joseph, a carpenter
 Mary’s mother was called Anne
 Her father was called Joachim
 Mary lived in Nazareth
 Mary had a cousin called Elizabeth
 Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel and told that she was to have a son
 Mary was told by the angel to call her son Jesus – “the one who saves”
 Jesus’ friends knew and loved Mary
 Mary was with her son when he died
 She was one of the first to see her risen son
 Many churches have statues of the Virgin Mary
 Mary is very important in the Catholic tradition
Understanding KS1
 Mary was human with human feelings and emotions
 Why she is special for Christians today
 She loved her son as a mother
 Why many churches have statues of the Virgin Mary
Tasks KS1



Write down some qualities that make a good mother
Design an altar frontal using an image of the Virgin Mary and reflecting some of those qualities

Knowledge KS1
 Mary is called the ‘Virgin Mary’
 Mary had more than one child
 Jesus had brothers and probably sisters (Acts, Ch 1 v 14)
 Mary loved her son
 She was present when Jesus carried out his first miracle at Cana
 She was present beneath the cross when Jesus died
 Jesus told St John to look after her as if she was his own mother
 Mary was one of the first to see her risen son
 Mary is believed to have lived her later years with St John at Ephesus
 Mary became called the theotokos or “God-bearer”
 Mary is regarded as a special saint, the chief of all intercessors
 Mary was obedient to God’s command
 Mary is adored and venerated by the Christian Church today, especially by the Roman
Catholics
 Throughout history Mary is said to have had many miraculous appearances
 She is the key focus for many Christian centres of pilgrimage, e.g. Lourdes and Walsingham
 Her visions have reflected a kindness and beauty of which people are not afraid
 Christians believe that as a mother Mary can understand human pain and suffering
 Many Christian churches have Lady Chapels dedicated to the Virgin Mary
 Many churches have statues dedicated to the Virgin Mary
 The following is called the Angelus. It is repeated three times by many Roman Catholics and
some Anglicans today.
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The angel of the Lord declared to Mary:
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners
now, and at the hour of our death. Amen
Behold the handmaid of the Lord:
Be it done to me according to your word.
Hail Mary, etc.
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to
whom Incarnation of Christ, your Son, was made known by the message of an angel,
may be brought by his passion and cross to the glory of his resurrection through the
same Christ our Lord. Amen
Understanding KS2
 Why the Christian church has given Mary a special place in Christianity
 Why Mary is given high dignity because of her role in bearing Christ
 Why many Christian prayers are dedicated to the Virgin Mary
 The special innocence given to her by the Christian church, e.g. virgin birth – immaculate
conception
 How Mary felt watching her son grow and eventually die painfully in front of her
 Why she is the focus for many centuries of pilgrimage
 Why Christians worship the Virgin Mary
 The concepts of vision / devotion / veneration
Tasks KS2
 Explore images of the Virgin Mary in religious art from across the world. Identify any common
features
 Read the story of St Bernadette of Lourdes. Imagine you are Bernadette and write the entry in
your diary the night after you saw your vision
 Find out about the use of a rosary in Christian worship. Make a class rosary portraying the
special times in Mary’s life and the things she would have remembered about Jesus
 Read the Angelus. Discuss in a small group what it tells you about Mary.
Make a list of her qualities and write a modern day poem about Mary
 Investigate hymns written about the Virgin Mary, e.g. ‘Ye who own the faith of Jesus’. Write
some new words for Christians today
 Imagine you were the Virgin Mary towards the end of her life. Write an autobiography
describing some of the most important times in your life and how you felt
 Pick out some key events in Mary’s life and design a modern stained glass window
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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS – Ministry / Kingdom of God
Knowledge KS1
 Jesus is a special person for Christians
 Jesus was a special person during his lifetime
 Stories about Jesus are found in the Gospels
 The Gospels are in the New Testament section of the Bible
 Jesus was a good teacher
 Jesus often taught people by telling stories
 These stories are called parables
 A parable is a story with a deeper meaning
 Some famous parables are: The Lost Sheep: St Matthew, CH18 v12; St Luke, Ch15 v 4 The
House Built on Rock and the House Built on Sand: St Matthew, Ch 7 v24; St Luke Ch6 v 47
 Jesus showed and taught people how God would like them to behave
 This is called Jesus teaching on the ‘Kingdom of God’
 Jesus taught his followers that two commandments are very special
Love the
Lord your God
Love your neighbour as yourself
 Jesus taught his disciples The Lord’s Prayer
 Jesus’ teachings are still important for Christians today
 The gospels tell how Jesus sometimes healed people who were sick
 These events are called miracles
 A miracle is something that people find hard to explain
 Jesus had twelve special friends called disciples
 Many people followed Jesus to listen to his stories
Understanding KS1
 Why Jesus had many followers
 Why Jesus was a good teacher
 Why a parable is a story
 Why the Lord’s Prayer is important for Christians today
 What Jesus meant when he spoke of the ‘Kingdom of God’
Tasks KS1
 Think about the qualities that make a good teacher. Think about the qualities that make a
good learner. Make a list of each. Why do you think Jesus was regarded as a good teacher?
 Interview a group of Christians from your local church. Find out their favourite story about
Jesus

Look closely at The Lord’s Prayer. Design a stained glass window to reflect your idea of
heaven
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Knowledge KS2
 Jesus lived and worked around the area of Galilee
 The ministry of Jesus tells of his life and work
 He had many followers but Jesus also had enemies
 Jesus often taught things that the authorities did not like to hear
 Jesus found those who listened to him questioned their own behaviour and views
 Jesus often taught in parables
 Jesus taught about the ‘Kingdom of God’, e.g. The Sower (St Matthew 13:3-8 / St Mark: 3-8 / St
Luke 8:5-8)











The gospels recount that Jesus performed miracles
There are 36 miracles recorded in the Gospels
One miracle is found in all four Gospels: The Feeding of the Five Thousand
Jesus was said to heal the sick
Jesus had twelve disciples
Know the names of the major disciples: Simon, Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Judas,
Matthew, Thomas
Jesus often befriended those regarded as outcasts and sinners
Some of Jesus’ key teaching e.g. The Lord’s Prayer, the Two Great Commandments, the
Beatitudes
Jesus’ teaching is still important for Christians today

Understanding KS2
 Why Jesus was regarded as a special person
 Why Jesus taught about the ‘Kingdom of God’
 Why Jesus made enemies of the Jewish authorities
 What is meant by a parable
 What is meant by a miracle
 Why Jesus’ teaching is still important for Christians today
 The disciples were ordinary people
 Why Jesus’ teaching challenged people’s behaviour
Tasks KS2
 Find out what you can about the person of Jesus. Write a biography about this man Jesus of
Nazareth
 Choose one aspect of Jesus’ ministry, e.g. The Beatitudes – St Matthew Chapter 3:5-12.
Write a class booklet to explain this teaching today
 Find out the names of all the disciples. Imagine you were Peter or one of the others. Write a
diary account of Jesus calling you to be a disciple
 Interview a group of Christians about the importance of Jesus’ teaching about the ‘Kingdom of
God’ in their lives today
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JESUS THE STORYTELLER – Parable
Knowledge KS1
 Jesus was a special person
 Jesus told stories
 Some of the stories were like poetry and gave a visual image
 These stories are found in the New Testament
 People liked to listen to his stories
 Jesus told stories to show how much God loved his people
 He told stories about the Kingdom of God
 He told stories to illustrate a point
 Some of the stories are called parables
 The stories continued to have relevance for people today
Understanding KS1
 Why people liked to listen to the stories Jesus told
 That these stories are still used today
 What they mean to Christians today
 Many stories showed people how to behave
Tasks KS1




Retell a key story / parable in your own words – drama, painting, sequence – using a hand / finger
puppet and then discuss its meaning for Christians today
Listen to a story like the sower. Talk about the story and how Jesus was talking about the ‘Kingdom of
God’ Create a class frieze to show what you think the ‘Kingdom of God’ would look like.
Think about what makes a good story. Make a class display using these points and the children’s
favourite stories

Knowledge KS2
 Jesus used stories as a way of teaching people
 Jesus used everyday examples to illustrate his teaching
 His stories often had deeper meanings
 The stories were often teaching about the ‘Kingdom of God’
 Many of these stories were parables
 The meaning of the concept of ‘parable’
 Most of Jesus’ stories are found in the synoptic gospels
 Some of Jesus’ stories were unpopular with the authorities at the time
 Some examples of Jesus’ parables
 The parables suggest that there will be a future ‘Kingdom of God’
 Many Christians today try to challenge governments and injustice to follow Jesus teaching on
the ‘Kingdom of God’
Understanding KS2
 Jesus’ stories have often been given more than one meaning
 People interpret Jesus’ stories in different ways
 The meaning of ‘parable’
 Why some of Jesus’ stories were challenging to the authorities at the time
 What Jesus meant by the ‘Kingdom of God’
 Why parables are often used as a basis for teaching in churches today
Tasks KS2
 Choose a parable and give an example of how it could be applied to a situation today, e.g.
The Good Samaritan
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Listen to a story that Jesus told. Make a list of the questions that you would have liked to ask
Jesus
Listen to a parable. What message do you think Jesus was trying to get across? Design a
poster to put across this message
Listen to a parable. Re-write it in a booklet for Key Stage 1 pupils
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JESUS THE MIRACLE-WORKER - Miracle
An example for KS1 – THE TEN LEPERS
Knowledge KS1
 Where to find this story, St Luke, Ch17 v11
 What happened in this story
 Jesus was recognised as a healer
 Laws at the time regarding leprosy, exclusion etc.
 Jesus was approached and help was requested
 That only one returned to thank Jesus
 The word “miracle”
Understanding KS1
 What they feel like to be left out of things, being excluded
 How the lepers must have felt
 How difficult it can be to keep rules. Some rules are harder to keep than others
 How do they feel when someone does not say thank you?
 How they might feel when someone says ‘thank you’
 The importance of saying “thank you”
 The differences between the nine and the one
 Why this story is important for Christians
 Begin to understand the concept of a “miracle”
Tasks KS1
 Write a thank-you prayer
 Write their own story about the healing of the ten lepers
 Write a story about someone not being thanked
An example for KS2 – FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND
Knowledge KS2
 Where to find this story in all four gospels; St Matthew Ch14 v19; St Mark Ch6 v 35, St Luke
Ch9 v12; St John Ch6 v5
 Jesus taught large groups of people
 Jesus taught outside on hills
 People would follow all day
 Jesus wanted the people fed – disciples questioning
 Little boy offers to share his food
 What happened in this story
 There was food left over
 The word “miracle”
 The symbolism of bread and fish in Christianity

32

Understanding KS2
 Begin to understand the concept of a miracle
 What this miracle showed those present about the ‘Kingdom of God’
 The need for sharing the resources of the world
 The elements of awe and wonder at the miracle of food shared and plenty left
 How it feels to share/be left out
 This was thought to be an important event (in all four gospels)
 The gospel accounts differ
 Jesus is called the bread of life
 There is a link with the Eucharist
 The symbolism of the fish in Christianity
Tasks KS2
 Imagine they are the little boy. How did they feel sitting and listening to Jesus? Did they feel
hungry? Did they feel guilty that they had food? What did they feel like when they shared?
Amazed at what Jesus did? Write down their feelings
 Write a diary account as if they had been present
 Write a newspaper report about this event
 Design an altar frontal or vestments to depict this event using Christian symbolism
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THE LORD’S PRAYER - Prayer
Knowledge KS1
 Know that the Lord’s Prayer is a special prayer for Christians today
 Know that Christian people say the Lord’s Prayer at special times
 Know why it is called the Lord’s Prayer (sometimes called the family prayer)
 Know that the Lord’s Prayer comes from the Bible
 Know that Jesus told the disciples that they should pray to God the Father
 Know it can be said privately and collectively, aloud of silently
Understanding KS1
 Understand that people pray in different ways
 Understand that people pray as a means of talking to God
 Understand that for Christians the Lord’s Prayer asks for God’s help in their daily life
 Understand that the Lord’s Prayer can be said in different places
Tasks KS1
 To be able to join in saying the Lord’s Prayer in collective worship (If appropriate)
 To be able to offer their own version of the Lord’s Prayer through talking, drawing or other
ways
 To be able to respond to the Lord’s Prayer and write their own prayers
Knowledge KS2
 Know that the Lord’s Prayer comes from St Matthew, Ch6 v9-13 and St Luke, Ch11 v2-4
 What this says about the ‘Kingdom of God’
 Know that it is the way that Jesus taught his disciples to pray
 Know the different sections of the Lord’s Prayer
 Know that the Lord’s Prayer is part of the Sermon on the Mount
 Know that the Lord’s Prayer is used in many Christian services
 Understand what Jesus meant by God the Father, St Luke Ch11 vv2-4
 Know that there are different versions and presentations of the Lord’s Prayer i.e.
written/sung/languages and scripts
 Know that people recite the Lord’s Prayer at what are sometimes difficult times in their lives,
e.g. when someone is dying
 Know that it is recited daily by many Christians
Understanding KS2
 Understand the prayer provides Christians with a pattern for communicating with God, as if
God were a Father
 Understand the importance and place of the Lord’s Prayer for Christians
 Understand the meaning of the phrases within the Lord’s Prayer
 Understand that the act of saying the Lord’s Prayer can be an audible act but also an internal
reflective act. Understand why the Lord’s Prayer might bring comfort to those who suffer
 Understand that the prayer has a rhythm and that when said in unison has a chanting quality
Tasks KS2
 To be able to recite the Lord’s Prayer (If appropriate)
 Write a modern version of the Lord’s Prayer (this will show they understand the prayer)
 Write a booklet explaining the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ for members of another faith
 Interpret the words through exploration of different versions of the prayer
 Design and create prayer spaces based on big questions from the Lord’s Prayer.
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SHROVE TUESDAY – Shrive (To obtain absolution for sins)
Knowledge KS1
 Shrove Tuesday is called ‘Pancake Day’ in the UK
 It has other names in other countries eg Mardi Gras, Carnival
 It is the day before Ash Wednesday
 Why people make pancakes on Shrove Tuesday
 What the word “Shrove” comes from
Understanding KS1
 Festivals can be fun
 Food is an important part of religion
 Special times have special food
 Some times in each year have a religious importance
Tasks KS1




Mix pancakes using the proper ingredients, cook and eat them
Make a list of things containing fat. Discuss how difficult it would be to follow the rules strictly
Find out about how other countries celebrate Shrove Tuesday

Knowledge KS2
 Shrove Tuesday has different names in different parts of the world
 Some countries have a great carnival called a “Mardi Gras” = “Fat Tuesday”
 Have some knowledge of what happens in these countries
 That Lent is a period of repentance and preparation
 To know the word ‘Shrove’ and its roots
Understanding KS2
 People have to prepare for festivals
 To understand why this day is important for Christians around the world
 The importance of forty days
 The Story of the Temptations
 That Sundays are not regarded as part of Lent
 Churches have no flowers in Lent and there are no weddings
 What happens in the local church
 What the Temptations mean in the life of Jesus
 Why Christians do not put flowers in church
 Why there are no church weddings
 Why Christians make a special effort to share in the suffering of Jesus
 Understand the significance of the number 40 in the Bible e.g. The Israelites in the
Wilderness
Tasks KS2
 Think about a way in which you would like to improve your behaviour. Write it on a piece of
paper and seal it in an envelope. After 40 days open it to see if you were able to carry out the
improvement. Write about your feelings and how easy or hard you found the task. Compare
this with how Jesus might have felt
 In groups explore what happens in other Christian countries on this day and how they
celebrate Lent. Prepare a power-point presentation to share with your class
 Write a modern day story of Jesus in Wilderness
 Write a prayer for a person or people known to you each day during Lent
 Undertake some work for charity, visiting, collecting, shopping etc. Keep a diary and then
write about your Lent.
 Think about times when you are often tempted to do something that you should not do. How
did you respond? Think about some strategies to help overcome your temptation

35

ASH WEDNESDAY – Repentance
Knowledge KS1
 Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent
 Ash Wednesday marks a time of reflection and repentance for Christians
 Why it is called Ash Wednesday
 What some churches do with the palm crosses from Palm Sunday
 Some Christians have a smear of ash on their forehead
 Christians try to go to church on Ash Wednesday
 Lent is one of the most important periods in the year for Christians
 Lent lasts for 40 days and is a way of remembering Jesus being in the desert for 40 days
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians believe Ash Wednesday is important
 Why ashes are smeared on the forehead
 Why the fast lasts for 40 days
 Why the palm crosses are burned and used as ashes
Tasks KS1
 Make a class list of food you could manage to do without for forty days
 Make a prayer tree or Lenten calendar to remember special people or places that need help
and support. Use it in worship for 40 days
 Consider some things that you or your class might like to ‘turn around’ and make a fresh start.
Make a class collage
Knowledge KS2
 How Christians prepare for Easter in Lent
 That some Christian churches have services of ‘Ashing’
 Where the ashes come from and the links to Palm Sunday
 The symbolism of the ashes
 What happens in a service of ‘ashing’
 How the idea of “giving something up” for Easter arose
 The importance of forty days
 The story of the Temptations
 That Sundays are not part of Lent
 Churches have no flowers in Lent and some churches do not have weddings
 What happens in the local church
Understanding KS2
 What the Temptations mean in the life of Jesus
 Why Christians do not put flowers in church
 Why some churches do not have weddings
 Why some Christians hold a service of ‘Ashing’
 The symbolism of the ashes and the links with Palm Sunday
 Why Christians make a special effort to share in the suffering of Jesus
 Understand the significance of the number 40 in the Bible e.g. The Israelites in the
Wilderness
Tasks KS2
 Write a booklet to help non-Christians understand what happens on Ash Wednesday and why
 Write a prayer for a person or people known to you each day during Lent
 Think about times when you are often tempted to do something that you should not do. Write
a poem about how you might change your behaviour
 Think about some strategies to help overcome your temptation
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Think about a way in which you would like to improve your behaviour. Write it on a piece of
paper and seal it in an envelope. After 40 days open it to see if you were able to carry out the
improvement. Write about your feelings and how easy or hard you found the task
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LENT and THE TEMPTATIONS IN THE WILDERNESS - Temptation

Knowledge KS1
 Jesus went into the desert (the wilderness)
 The New Testament says that Jesus was there 40 days
 The story tells how Jesus was tempted three times by Satan in the desert
 The story of the temptations
 Lent comes before Easter
 Lent reminds Christians of Jesus’ time in the desert
 Lent is a time for Christians to make a fresh start and to prepare for Easter
 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday
Understanding KS1
 What is a desert
 Why Jesus went into the desert
 How long is 40 days
 What we mean by temptation
 What Jesus was tempted to do
 What is fasting
 Why this is a preparation for Easter
 Why some Christians fast during Lent
 The idea of loneliness
Tasks KS1





Write about times when you have felt sad or lonely. Link to how Jesus might have felt
Act out, in groups, the story of Jesus’ temptation
Sequence the events of the story
Design a box for Lent offerings to go inside

Knowledge KS2
 Where to find this story
 The synoptic gospels tell this story
 Know which are the synoptic gospels
 The events leading up to this story
 Jesus was tempted three times:
o Change stones into loaves
o Throw himself off a temple top
o Satan offered him all the kingdoms if he would worship him
 Lent is a special time for some Christians
 Lent is a preparation for Easter and lasts 40 days
 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday
 For Christians Lent is remembering the temptation of Jesus
 Lent is an effort by some Christians today to resist the temptations of everyday life
 Fasting during Lent is a method, for some Christians, of preparing themselves for Easter
 40 is a significant number in Christianity, e.g. the 40 days of the flood, the 40 days in the
wilderness
 Fasting and self-denial can be a way of bringing people closer to God
Understanding KS2
 The meaning of temptation
 The scriptural text and the story of the temptation in the synoptic gospels
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Fasting is a form of self-denial for Christians closely linked to self- denial of Jesus in the
wilderness
Lent is a time when Christians try to feel closer to God
Fasting is a way of developing some understanding of those who have nothing (basic needs
or pleasures)
Fasting and self-denial is not easy

Tasks KS2
 Talk or write about Lent as a time of preparation
 Make a chart outlining the stories (similarities/differences) in each gospel
 Explore what activities the pupils might give up for Lent is they were Christians
 Write a chart/graph on these class restraints
 Design a poster to teach people about temptation
 Write about a time when you have been tempted to do something you know is wrong and how
you resisted. Was it easy to resist?
 Write prayers appropriate to the Christian belief of fasting – coming closer to God
 Compare fasting in another religious tradition and write a discursive essay explaining the
differences
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MOTHERING SUNDAY – Mother Church
Knowledge KS1
 That Mothering Sunday is a special day. It is a day when Christians remember “Mother
Church” and their mothers
 That mothers and the Church care like good parents/families should
 The stories connected with Mothering Sunday
 Why mothers are so important
 Making a cake was a special treat in Lent – simnel cakes are often eaten
Understanding KS1
 How young girls felt when away from home
 How special it was to have a cake in Lent
 How good it feels to do something for another person
 The importance of belongings
 Why mothers, in particular, are singled out
 Why families are important
 Why families are important
Tasks KS1



Make a class list of

(i) why mothers are important
(ii) what you do for your mothers
Design and make Mothering Sunday cards to take home

Knowledge KS2
 The origins of Mothering Sunday
 That it was related to ‘Mother Church’
 Know why the Christian Church could be called a “Mother”
 The word Church comes from the Greek word ‘Ecclesia’, meaning congregation
 Why Mothering Sunday is placed in Lent
 Why Mary, Jesus’ mother, has a special place in some of the gospels
 What it would be like to be a young girl “in service” and what age the daughters would be
 Why the daughters made cakes, and where the sons would be
 What a simnel cake is
Understanding KS2
 The importance of identity and how to express it
 Why the Christian church would have been called ‘Mother Church’
 Understand how young the girls “in service” would have felt
 How the Church gathers people in and “protects“ them
 How a special cake in a period of fasting is doubly welcome
 How it must have felt to be away from home at such a young age
 Mothers teach sons and daughters; daughters will become mothers
Tasks KS2
 Help devise a Mothering Sunday service to celebrate “Mother” in church. Write the prayers,
choose the hymns, write an address/poem about the importance of mothers
 Make a simnel cake in school and take home a piece to your mother
 Find out the symbolism of the cake, why it was a special cake made in a special way
 Make a gift to take home to your mother for Mothering Sunday
 Make a list of five things you think are most important about mothers. Compare your list with
another pupils in your class. See if you can agree on five qualities from your two lists
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PALM SUNDAY –Humility/Kingship
Knowledge KS1
 Disciples sent to fetch donkey
 Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, not a horse
 Crowds welcomed Jesus as a special person
 Crowds waved palms and shouted “Hosanna!”
 Christians celebrations today
 The use of Palm Crosses in churches today
 Hymns that relate to Palm Sunday, e.g. Ride on, ride on in majesty
Understanding KS1
 That this event marks the beginning of the end of Jesus’ life
 The power of crowds, e.g. football
 Effect of special people of crowds
 Kings ride on horses; the symbol of power, donkeys are the symbol of humility
 Why a colt – an untrained donkey
 Begin to understand the concepts of peace/conflict; forgiveness
 How people prepare for a special visit e.g. royal visit
 That actions often speak louder than words
Tasks KS1



Write a diary account as if you were there
Make a class mural of Jesus riding through the crowds in Jerusalem. Show the feelings and excitement
of the crowd

Knowledge KS2
 Where to find the story in the gospels, Matthew Ch21 vv 1-12; Mark Ch11 vv 1-11; Luke Ch19
vv 20-40; John Ch12 vv 12-19
 Where this story appears in relation to Easter
 Where the event took place
 One gospel talks about a young colt
 Know what the crowd waved and shouted
 The link between Palm Sunday and Ash Wednesday, e.g. what happens to palm crosses the
following year
 Know the Old Testament prophecy Zacharias, 9 v 9
 What happens in Christian churches today on Palm Sunday
 Jesus was a symbol of peace and humility
Understanding KS2
 The significance of Jesus riding a donkey rather than a horse
 The effect this event had on the crowd
 The effect this event had on the authorities at the time
 The meaning of the words used, e.g. Messiah, Hosannah
 Why Christians feel it is important to remember this event in Jesus’ life
 For Christians, Palm Sunday highlights Jesus’ spiritual kingship
Tasks KS2
 What qualities did Jesus possess that made him so popular? List the key words and write a
creative account of the story using these key words
 Read and compare the events in the four gospels. Make a chart to explore what aspects of
the story are found in which gospel
 Write an account of the event as if you were there. Explain the significance of this event
 Write a poem or hymn to use in a Palm Sunday service today
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JESUS’ ANGER IN THE TEMPLE IN HOLY WEEK –Righteous Anger
Knowledge KS1
 The story can be found in St Matthew, Ch21 vv 12-14; St Luke, Ch19 vv 45-47; St John, Ch2
vv 14-22
 There was conflict building with the authorities
 Know what happened in the story
 Know where this event took place
 Know some of the activities that took place within the temple precincts
 Jesus was human and had human emotions
Understanding KS1
 Why this caused a problem with the Jewish authorities
 This reflects Jesus’ humanity
 Why the temple was so important for Jews at that time
 What type of place was the temple
 What Jesus meant by “my house shall be called a house of prayer”
 The need for rules and regulations
 The need sometimes to challenge rules and regulations
Tasks KS1
 Imaging you were in the Temple when this event took place. How would you have felt? How
would Jesus have felt by what he saw? Create a temple pillar in bricks and write on them the
words to express the emotions and feelings of this event
 Think about what some of the disciples might have said to Jesus after this event. Create a
collage and add the speech bubbles
Knowledge KS2
 Jesus was human, with human qualities, feelings and emotions
 The layout of the temple for the Jews
 What activities were going on in the temple grounds
 Jesus’ actions
 New Testament – where to find the story
 What happens before and after the visit in each gospel
 How these activities compare with activities in churches today
Understanding KS2
 The human emotions shown by Jesus
 Importance of the Temple for the Jews
 Ethics of the event
 Understand positive anger
 Reaction of characters involved
 Understand why Jesus behaved the way he did
 The scale of the activities that were taking place, e.g. selling animals for sacrifice
Tasks KS2
 Role play – teacher as interviewer following this event
 Write up a diary or report as if you were one of the moneychangers or one of the disciples
 Write a poem which captures one or more of the emotions reflected in this story
 Many cathedrals today have souvenir shops. Compile a list of pros and cons for activities in a
religious building
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THE LAST SUPPER - Remembrance
Knowledge KS1
 It was the last meal that Jesus shared with his friends
 Jesus was a Jew
 Jesus washed the feet of the disciples
 Jesus took on the role of servant
 The Last Supper is usually regarded as a Passover (Seder) meal
 The disciples would have been celebrating Passover
 The Passover is a special meal for the Jewish people
 Jesus shared the meal with the disciples (his friends)
 Jesus broke the traditional Passover bread and blessed the wine. There are links with what
the priest does today in the Eucharist
 Jesus said ‘Do this in remembrance of me’
 Unleavened bread was used
 The role of Judas
 Easter celebrations today – washing of feet in church on Maundy Thursday
Understanding KS1
 Special meal for Jesus and his friends
 Special meal for Jews
 Begin to understand the word “betrayal”
 Role of Judas
 The reasons why it was necessary to wash feet
 Why the washing of feet was a job for servants
 Symbolism of bread and wine
 Lack of understanding / confusion of disciples at Jesus’ actions
 Why Jesus was breaking away from traditional Jewish practice
 Begin to understand the concepts of humility and equality
Tasks KS1



Act out a Passover meal and write about it
Look at different images of Last Supper and draw and write about them

Knowledge KS2
 Jesus acted as a servant
 Where to find the story in the gospels
 The Passover is linked to the story of Moses and the Exodus
 The Passover meal is called the Seder
 The symbolism in the story – e.g. the lamb, the bitter herbs
 Jesus’ actions at the Seder meal
 Jesus’ word and actions at the breaking of bread and blessing of wine
 The role of Judas and his subsequent actions
 The role of Peter and his response
 The way Christians today follow Jesus actions of breaking and blessing bread and blessing
wine
 The links with the Christian services of Eucharist, Mass, Holy Communion
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Understanding KS2
 That bread and wine were part of a staple diet
 Understand the meaning of the symbolism of the Passover Seder
 Why Judas might have behaved as he did and the significance of the 30 pieces of silver
 Why Jesus acted as a servant to the disciples (an example)
 Why the gospel accounts are different
 The significance of Jesus’ words and actions for Christians today (breaking of bread,
blessing)
 That Jesus takes on the role of the lamb (sacrifice)
 Understand the roles of master / servant and the significance of Jesus’ actions
 Understand the concepts of humility and equality
 Understand why Christians today re-enact these events on Maundy Thursday
Tasks KS2
 Write a letter to a Jewish child about the significance of the Last Supper to a Christian
 Write an obituary for Judas Iscariot
 Think of ways in which people in power today show examples of humility
 Think about an occupation today that would be considered menial. Explore what might
happen if these tasks were not carried out, e.g. cleaning toilets. Make a list of these important
tasks
 Find out about different ways in which the Christian churches remember this event
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THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE AND ARREST - Prayer
Knowledge KS1
 Jesus went into the garden to pray
 The garden was full of olive trees (The Mount of Olives).
 Gethsemane means oil press
 The event followed the Last Supper
 Jesus asked the disciples to keep watch and pray
 Jesus’ disciples fell asleep
 Judas brought the soldiers to arrest Jesus
 Jesus was taken away to the High Priest
Understanding KS1
 Why Jesus went into the garden to be alone and pray
 Why he asked the disciples to keep watch
 The human qualities of the disciples
 The part played by Judas
Tasks KS1




Make a list of the qualities that you think make a good friend
Think about the disciples. How do you think they felt when Jesus was arrested? How do you think they
felt about Judas?
Write a prayer about friendship

Knowledge KS2
 The Garden of Gethsemane is in Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives
 Gethsemane means olive press
 Jesus went there to pray
 What Jesus prayed: St Mark, Ch14 v36
 Lateness of day – hence the disciples very sleepy
 Three times Jesus found the disciples asleep
 Political situation – Caiaphas, Pilate, Sanhedrin, the chain of responsibility
 Sequence of events after arrest
 The different Gospel accounts
 The role of the boy in St Mark – was it St Mark?
 The role of Peter in St Matthew’s Gospel
 Judas kissed Jesus to identify him to the soldiers
 The role of Judas
Understanding KS2
 Why Jesus went to Gethsemane – need for private prayer
 Jesus’ private, inner struggle – “take this cup from me” – awareness of outcome
 Need for moral support – disciples to “watch and pray”
 How accounts in gospels differ
 The significance of Judas’ kiss and the betrayal
 The personality of Peter
 Why Jesus was arrested
Tasks KS2
 Alternatives: Diary of a Roman soldier or disciples, or family visiting for Passover
 Imagine you are either Peter or Judas. Write a poem about your feelings and how you felt
when Jesus was arrested
 Write a prayer that Jesus might have prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane
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GOOD FRIDAY - Sacrifice
Knowledge KS1
 The sequence of events in Easter week
 The story of Good Friday is told in all four Gospels – see Matthew Ch27, St Mark Ch15, St
Luke Ch23 and St John Ch19
 Good Friday is the day that Jesus was crucified
 Jesus was tried by the Jews and then by the Romans
 Pilate the Roman Governor tried Jesus
 Pilate let the crowd choose whom to set free at a festival – Jesus or Barabbas. The crowd
chose Barabbas
 Pilate washed his hands when he said Jesus was to be crucified
 The soldiers dressed Jesus as a king, with a crown of thorns, and laughed at him
 Jesus had to carry his own cross
 Jesus died on a cross on Good Friday
 Two criminals died beside him
 Jesus died in the afternoon and the sky turned black
 Jesus was taken down from the cross after he died, and placed in a stone tomb
 Some people used to call it “God’s Friday”
 Hot cross buns are eaten on Good Friday
 Haddock is also eaten in some Christian homes
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians call it Good Friday
 People who were crucified usually took a long time to die
 They usually died because they could no longer breathe
 Although Jesus was betrayed and died, he knew it had to happen
 He still trusted God
 Jesus’ mother and close friends were at the foot of the cross
 Jesus rose from the dead on the third day
 Christians believe that Jesus died on the cross so that they could have eternal life
 The day is called “Good” Friday because Jesus’ death meant something good for Christians
Tasks KS1



Look at some Stations of the cross and talk about the events portrayed in them
Make a cross collage of pictures about Good Friday, as a class activity
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Knowledge KS2
 The basic story and events of Good Friday
 Different gospels record the crucifixion in different ways
 The Romans occupied Palestine
 Jesus was tried by the Jews, the priestly authorities, but they had no power to condemn him
to death
 Jesus was tried by the Romans who did have that power, as they were controlling the country
 At first, Pilate was going to release Jesus
 Jesus remained silent when accused
 The soldiers dressed Jesus as a king but with a crown of thorns on his head, and mocked
and beat him
 Jesus had to carry his own cross
 Jesus was crucified at a place called Golgotha (“the place of the skull”)
 Simon of Cyrene helped to carry the cross part of the way
 The cross carried a label with the letters INRI, meaning: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews
 The sign was in three languages so that all would understand it, and Pilate refused to remove
it
 Jesus died at three in the afternoon. The Gospel tells of darkness and an earthquake
 The links with the Jewish tradition of tearing garments
 Crucifixion was a normal means of execution for criminals in those times
 Jesus forgave the people who were responsible for crucifying him
 Jesus was crucified with two criminals beside him
 Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross on the day that he died, and his body placed in a
tomb given by an important member of the Jewish community
 Christians believe Jesus died for their sins
 The concept of sacrifice
 How the Christian church celebrates Good Friday today
 The stations of the cross
 What happens in the local church
 The symbolism of hot cross buns
 There are different practices in different churches
 Many churches are shrouded in purple. Some in dark blue e.g. Salisbury
 Good Friday is a Bank Holiday in England and Wales
 What happens in Jerusalem today
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Understanding KS2
 Jesus accepted that he had to be crucified to fulfil God’s purpose
 Christians believe that Jesus won a victory over sin and death on Good Friday
 The meaning of the word ‘sacrifice’
 To celebrate Easter Day Christians need to understand Good Friday
 People acted through fear, e.g. Pilate was afraid of the crowd and what they might do if angry
 It was not usual to take bodies down from the cross – they were usually left
 Jesus died on Friday and rose on Sunday. This is described as three days as the Jews
counted parts of days as whole days
 Jesus was buried quickly before the Sabbath began, in accordance with Jewish rules
 Jesus’ death and resurrection fulfilled Old Testament prophecies
 Why Christians believe Jesus died for their sins
 Why this is an important day for Christians
 Why it is a Bank Holiday in England and Wales
 Why it is the most holy day of the Christian calendar
 Why Christians feel it is important to walk the route that Jesus took towards crucifixion
 Why some churches are bare and shrouded in purple
 Why Christians eat hot cross buns
 The concept of Sacrifice
Tasks KS2
 Make a Good Friday cross – like the Russian Christmas / Easter crosses with pictures on
each arm. What will you put in the centre?
 Imagine you are a reporter in the Jerusalem crowd on Good Friday and write your report
about the events that took place

Read the words of the following Negro spiritual:
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
O- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when He rose from out the tomb?
Were you there when He rose from out the tomb?

Find out which Gospel the writer used and write another verse to include an event from Jesus’ journey
to the cross
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HOLY SATURDAY – Paschal Mystery
Knowledge KS1
 It was the Jewish day of rest (Sabbath)
 The women could not go to the tomb (grave of Jesus)
 The soldiers guarded the tomb where Jesus’ body lay
 It was regarded as a quiet day for Jews
 In Christian churches today it is a day of preparation
 Christians prepare the church for Easter
 Many Christian churches begin their Easter celebrations after sunset (after the Jewish
Sabbath)
Understanding KS1
 Why the Sabbath was/is special for Jews
 Why Jesus’ friends and disciples were feeling sad, scared and lonely
 Why Roman soldiers guarded the tomb
Tasks KS1
 The Sabbath is a day of rest and stillness. Write a poem about being still
 Think about some of the key events in Jesus’ life, and his personality. Make a list of some
things that his friends might remember
Knowledge KS2
 The Sabbath is a holy day for Jews
 Jewish Sabbath – could not anoint body for burial
 Soldiers were on guard at the tomb
 Jesus’ body in tomb
 Some Christians observe and evening vigil after what was/is the Sabbath
 What takes place at this service, e.g. renewal of baptismal vows – retaking, re-affirming
Christian belief
 The meaning of the word Paschal, pascha (Greek),Pesah (Hebrew) meaning passing over
 The links with the Passover
 It is referred to as the Paschal Mystery
 Symbolism of Paschal Candle and its lighting
 The light of Christ has come into the world
Understanding KS2
 Christians believe Jesus’ dead body was in tomb
 Disciples felt number and despairing
 Why the Gospels say little about this day (St Matthew, Ch28 v1; St Mark Ch16 v1; St Luke
Ch23 vv5-6, St John Ch20 v1)
 The disciples and friends of Jesus were celebrating the Sabbath
 Why the women could not go to the tomb to anoint the body
 The political situation at the time in Palestine/Jerusalem
 Why Christians may begin to celebrate festival of Easter after sunset
 The Christian idea of passing over
 The idea of a Divine Mystery
 The symbolism of the Paschal Candle
Tasks KS2
 Imagine you are one of the disciples. What might you have written in your diary today?
 Find out about the Easter celebrations in your local church. Write an article for your school
magazine about these events
 Create a design for a Paschal candle depicting the events of Holy Week and Easter. Explain
your design
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EASTER DAY AND THE RESURRECTION APPEARANCES – Resurrection
Knowledge KS1
 The stories are found in gospels
 The women went to tomb early in the morning
 Which women went to the tomb
 The tomb was empty
 An angel told the women that Jesus was alive
 Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead
 Christians believe that Jesus gives hope of a new life
 The Gospels tell how Mary Magdalene saw Jesus in the garden and he spoke to her
 There were other occasions when Jesus was seen to be alive:
o On the road to Emmaus
o In the locked Upper Room
o The meeting with Thomas
o Breakfast on the shore
 Christians use the word “Resurrection” to mean “Jesus has come back to life”
 Easter is the most important Christian festival
 Churches are decorated with Spring flowers at Easter
 Christians send special cards to family and friends

Eggs are given to children as a symbol of new life
Understanding KS1
 Special hymns/ worship songs are sung in Church at Easter
 Easter is a joyful festival, celebrating belief that Jesus came alive again after dying on the
cross
 Why Christians believe Jesus is still alive today
Tasks KS1
 Make a “resurrection cross”
 Design and make an Easter card
 Design a stained glass window of Mary Magdalene meeting Jesus in the Garden
 Re-tell one resurrection appearance in a series of drawings with captions

Knowledge KS2
 Sunday is the first day of the Jewish week
 The resurrection story is in all four gospel accounts
 How the accounts differ
 Where to find the story
 The tomb was empty, linen wrappings were there
 Disbelief turned to belief, sorrow to joy
 Fulfilment of Jesus’ own prophecy “The son of man must be….crucified and …..rise to life”
 Know what the word resurrection means to Christians
 Mary thought Jesus was the gardener. She recognised his voice
 Disciples on the road to Emmaus recognised Jesus when he broke bread
 Thomas believed when he touched Jesus
 The story of the miraculous draft of fish – Jesus shared a meal with the disciples
 The contrasts in the story e.g. not allowing Mary to touch Him; telling Thomas to touch Him
 The word ‘Jesus’ in Hebrew means ‘God Saves’
 Christians believe that as Jesus is the ‘Son of God’ he will save people from their sins
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In the New Testament, the term “salvation” is used to refer to the great deliverance from the
penalty of sin.
Jesus showed that he was willing to forgive people, even for his crucifixion
Christians believe that Jesus is a bridge between God and humanity
Christians believe that Jesus did rise from the dead
Salvation is a continuation of God’s work through ‘reconciliation and restoration’ in Jesus
Christians believe in life after death
The concept of salvation and the relationship with God
Death is not regarded as the end of spiritual life
For Christians, God’s reality transcends human understanding
Churches are often decorated with Spring flowers – symbol of new life
The empty cross symbolises the risen Christ
The difference between a cross and a crucifix
Traditional greeting in Church: “The Lord is Risen!” and the reply: “He is risen indeed,
Alleluia!”
The Christian Church often celebrates with dawn / sunrise services
Special hymns are sung for Easter
Importance of celebrating Eucharist on Easter Day
Inspired great music, e.g. the Hallelujah chorus in The Messiah by Handel
Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice during the Eucharist / Holy Communion etc
Some Christians are prepared to die for their faith and beliefs

Understanding KS2
 Why Easter Day is a special day for Christians
 The word ‘resurrection’
 The word ‘salvation’
 Christians believe that Jesus had been dead and became alive again
 The importance of the resurrection accounts for Christians
 Easter is a joyful festival of new life for Christians
 Why Easter is more important than Christmas for Christians
 Why Christians celebrate belief that death is not a spiritual ending, only a physical ending
 Why Christians call this eternal life
 Christians believe that Jesus is alive today but not confined to a human body
 Christians believe God has “conquered death” through Jesus dying and being raised to life;
death is not something to fear
 Why some Christians prefer a cross to a crucifix
 Why Christians see the events of Holy Week and Easter as the continuing story of ‘salvation’
Tasks KS2
 Compare accounts of resurrection appearances in all four gospels (or one or two particular
stories). Note the importance of women in this story. Make a chart to reflect the differences
 Write a diary of the first Easter Day, written as a disciple. What questions would you have
wanted to ask Jesus?
 Design and make an Easter card with appropriate greeting
 Copy and decorate a verse of an Easter hymn and be able to explain some of the words /
concepts in it

" (John 3:16).
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SALVATION
Knowledge KS1
 The theme of salvation runs throughout the Bible
 The Bible speaks of salvation as a relationship between God and humanity
 The Bible says that when God created the world everything was good
 Throughout history human beings have made mistakes and turned away from God
 Salvation in the Bible is about taking someone from being caught up sin to the freedom of
God’s love
 The Bible tells the story of how the chosen people of Israel turn away from God; things go
wrong, so God steps I again to save them
 The word ‘salvation’ means to save, to rescue, to deliver
 Some of the key Old Testament stories:
The Creation story
The story of Noah
Samuel
 The idea of a ‘Covenant’ / Agreement
 The Jews were looking forward to the arrival of someone who could save them from many
years of trouble and strife
 The word ‘Jesus’ in Hebrew means ‘God Saves’
 The nativity story
 Some key stories about Jesus teaching
 Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God
 Key stories and events in Jesus life including:
Jesus’ baptism
The temptations
Holy week and Easter
Resurrection accounts e.g. The Road to Emmaus
The Ascension
Pentecost
 How the disciples spread the ‘Good News’
 How Jesus is remembered today
Understanding KS1
 That salvation is about a relationship between God and humanity
 The importance of God’s ‘covenant’ with his people
 Why the Old Testament is important to Christians
 Why Jesus is key to the story of ‘salvation’ in the Bible
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Tasks KS1
 Draw a class frieze to show some of the key events in the Biblical story of ‘Salvation’
 Listen to the Old Testament story of Samuel or watch a DVD. Make a list of things that people
do wrong today. Now make a class list of good behaviour and how people should behave.
Imagine you were a modern day Samuel and make a simple class booklet of what you would
say to people today.
 Read a story of Jesus
Knowledge KS2
NB Pupils will not be able to know all of the Old and New Testament stories but below is a brief
summary for teachers to use to help build up the picture of salvation in the Bible
The Old Testament – God the Father
 Salvation is about God’s rescuing / saving humanity from sin and death into eternal life
 The Salvation history begins with the creation story which tells how when God saw the world
everything was good
 The story of Adam and Eve show how they injured their relationship with God by their
disobedience
 Sin is the rejection of God’s will
 Sin results in disorder through areas such as; pride, greed, enmity and violence
 The stories of Cain and Abel, Noah and the Flood, and the Tower of Babel teach us that sin
spreads and that without God’s help, sin leads to death and destruction
 The stories of the Patriachs and Matriachs (their wives) show how God begins to form a
special relationship with his chosen people
Key stories of the Patriachs and Matriachs
Abraham and Sarah
Isaac and Rebekah
Jacob, Leah, and Rachel
Joseph and his brothers
Moses










God makes a special covenant (promise) with Abraham and Sarah and their descendants
The story of Abraham and Isaac
The story of Joseph and how he welcomes back his father and brothers
The story of Jacob and the 12 tribes of Israel
The liberation of Jacob’s descendants (The people of Israel) from slavery in Egypt
How God extends his covenant with Abraham when he gives the Law / Commandments to
Moses
Moses died before they reached the promised land so God chose Joshua (another word for
Jesus) to lead His people
How after time the Israelites forget about God and were unfaithful to the Covenant and a
pattern develops:
The Israelites suffer at the hands of invaders
They cry out to God for help
God calls special leaders and warriors, called judges, to help deliver justice and defend the land against
the invaders
Life is good for a while until the Israelites lapse into unfaithfulness and the cycle begins again.








The Israelites call for their own king
Samuel the last of the Judges chooses Saul
David follows Saul
David is a mighty warrior and unites all the tribes into one kingdom.
After David’s death, one of his sons, Solomon, builds a temple at Jerusalem, the capital city.
After Solomon’s death there is disagreement among the tribes, and the kingdom splits in two.
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Israel is the name of the northern kingdom, and Judah is the name of the southern kingdom.
Many of the future kings worship different Gods and chaos begins to reign once more
God calls the prophets to tell the people to obey the Covenant and worship God as they
should
Despite the prophets’ warnings, the people of Israel and Judah continue to turn away from
God’s Covenant with them. So God lets their kingdoms be conquered and their rulers
overthrown.
Prophets like Ezekiel and Isaiah tell the Israelites that God is still with them
These great prophets also hint at the future coming of a just, gentle, and suffering servantking who will lead the people back to God. A Messiah (One who saves)
Fifty years pass in exile. Then a new Persian king allows the people—now called Judeans, or
Jews—to return to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple
During years of trouble the common people hope for a messiah, or saviour, to make them
great again
Some of the key Old Testament passages:
Exodus 14:30, Numbers 10:9, Deuteronomy 33:29, Judges 2:16-18
1 Samuel 15:23, 1 Chronicles11:14, Job 22:29
Psalms 28:8-9, 34:6, 37:40, Isaiah 30:15, 43: 11-13, 45: 21-22, 59:1-2
Jeremiah 30: 10-11, Hosea: 13:14
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The New Testament – God the Son
 God still does not abandon his creation. Christians believe that he takes on human form in the
person of Jesus
 The birth narratives
 When Jesus is born, the Romans rule Israel.
 Some of the Jews are hoping for a mighty warrior and king like David, who will drive the
Romans out.
 Jesus shows a different way.
 Jesus shows that salvation is a continuation of God’s work through ‘reconciliation’
 Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of God
 Jesus preaches love, justice, and forgiveness.
 Jesus heals and works miracles as signs of God’s power.
 Jesus’ followers, called disciples, come to believe that he is the Messiah, the Saviour
 Christians believe that Jesus is a bridge between God and humanity
 Jesus is eventually killed by the Romans—at the urging of the Jewish leaders
 Jesus showed that he was willing to forgive people, even for his crucifixion
 Three days later he rises from the dead
 Christian’s believe that God raised Jesus from the dead
 Jesus’ resurrection affirms to His followers that he is the Son of God
 It also affirms that everything Jesus taught is true, and affirms that through Jesus (The Christ
/ Anointed One) sin and death are conquered forever.
 During His resurrection appearances, Jesus instructs his closest followers, the Apostles, to go
and spread the Good News of salvation to all people
The Church – God the Holy Spirit
 The final period of salvation history concerns the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the growth
of the Church after Jesus’ Ascension.
 At Pentecost Peter and the Apostles receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit (the third part of the trinity)
 The Holy Spirit gives the disciples the courage to go out and spread the ‘Good News’ about
Jesus Christ.
 God’s original plan for creation is now brought full circle
 Christians look for the coming of the Kingdom of God in which perfect goodness, harmony,
love, and joy will be present for all eternity.
 The spread of Christianity and the early Church
 The symbol of the ICHTHUS
 Key people in the Acts of the Apostles, like Peter, Steven and Paul
 Christians believe that they can know this freedom today through the Holy Spirit
 Christians believe that as Jesus is the ‘Son of God’ he can save people from their sins
 Christians today remember Jesus’ sacrifice during the service of Holy Communion / Eucharist
/ Mass / The Lord’s Supper
 Salvation involves judgement
 The Christian hope is that through Jesus, the incarnate Son of God who died on a cross for
the sins of mankind and rose again on the third day, they will gain everlasting life
 The importance of the Christian Creeds
 For Christians the Holy Spirit carries on God’s work
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Understanding KS2
 The relationship that Jews and Christians see between God and humanity
 The word and concept of Salvation
 The idea of freedom or slavery to sin
 The idea of Salvation beginning at creation and following through the Old Testament into the
New
 Why Christians see Jesus as playing a key role in the story of Salvation
 The Christian concept of Trinity. God as Father on and Holy Spirit
 The ideas found in the Christian Creeds
 The Christian hope of everlasting life

Tasks KS2
 Create a class frieze with comments / speech bubbles. Identify the key events in the history of
salvation in the Bible
 Design an image to explain the Christian view of salvation for Christians today
 Read St John 3: 16. Imagine that you were St John. Write an article for a Church magazine
explaining your words in relation to Jesus of Nazareth.
 Find some images that reflect the Christian concept of ‘Salvation’. Choose one and explain
why you have chosen that image.
 Read the story of the Wedding Banquet in St Matthew Ch22: vv2-9 and St Luke Ch14: vv1623. Try to write an explanation of this story for a modern audience and explain how it relates
to the Christian concept of salvation
 Read Psalm 23. It was said to have been a Psalm of King David. Find out about the life of
King David.
Now read St Matthew’s Chapter 1. It explains the genealogy from Abraham through the
Patriachs through to King David and finally Jesus. Explore and discuss some images of Jesus
as ‘The Good Shepherd’. When bishops are ordained they are ‘ordained to be shepherds of
Christ's flock and guardians of the faith of the apostles, proclaiming the gospel of God's
kingdom’. Write a new Psalm as an instruction for bishops today
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ASCENSION
Knowledge KS1
 The story is found in the New Testament
 Jesus said “goodbye” to his friends
 The story tells how Jesus finally left his friends to carry on his work
 The story tells how Jesus returned to God
 The disciples no longer had Jesus in person to talk to or to help them
 The disciples had to carry out Jesus’ teachings on their own
Understanding KS1
 What it means to grow up and to stand on your own two feet
 How the disciples felt knowing Jesus would not be with them in person any longer
 How it feels to do things for yourself
 The elements of sadness but excitement contained in the story
Tasks KS1
 Think about a time when you had to stand on your own two feet. It might be your first day at
school. How did you feel? Write down your story
 Try to make a list of some of the things that would help the disciples remember Jesus. You
could make a class frieze
 Think how it feels to say “goodbye” to someone special. What would you say if you knew you
would not see them for a long time? Design a card that would help you to say “goodbye”
Knowledge KS2
 Where to find this story in the Bible: St Matthew Ch28 vv 16-20; St Mark Ch16 vv14-20; St
Luke Ch24 vv44-53 and Acts Ch1 vv6-11
 What the accounts tell – similarities and differences
 This is an important story for Christians
 It symbolises the last meeting of Jesus and his disciples
 No longer would the disciples be able to ask for Jesus’ help and advice
 The Christian church still celebrates this event each year
Understanding KS2
 The importance of this event for the Christian church throughout the ages
 Why the Christian church still celebrates this event
 The connection between the story in St Luke and The Acts of the Apostles
 How the disciples might have felt
 Begin to understand the concept of the Trinity
 Begin to understand the concept of Heaven
 Why in St Luke’s Gospel the disciples might have returned to the Temple
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Tasks KS2
 Think about some of Jesus’ teaching. Imagine you are the disciples and make a list of things
that you think Jesus meant when he said, “teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you” (St Matthew Ch28 v 20)
 Compare and contrast the different Gospel accounts. Imagine you had been present. Write
your own account
 Imagine that you are a disciple. Design a farewell card or write a letter to tell Jesus how you
intend to continue his work
Alleluia, not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now
Alleluia, he is near us
Faith believes, nor questions how;
Though the cloud from sight received him
When the forty days were o’er
Shall our hearts forget his promise
“I am with you evermore”?




These are the words from the second verse of the well-known hymns by W. Chatterton Dix,
‘Alleluia, Sing to Jesus’. Try to explain the meaning and significance for Christians today
Explore different works of art that depict this event in the Gospels. Which one do you think
gives the best understand of the story? Write about your choice
Find out about how your local church celebrates Ascension Day. Design an order of service
to encourage others to attend the service and plan the service. You might investigate some
Ascension Day hymns and write your own words. Write your own prayers
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PENTECOST
Knowledge KS1
 Pentecost is a special time in the Church Year
 Pentecost is 50 days after Easter Day
 Pentecost can be called the Church’s birthday
 The story of Pentecost can be found in the New Testament (Acts Ch2)
 At Pentecost, the disciples received the power of the Holy Spirit on this special day
 The Holy Spirit is one expression of God and His power
 There are many symbols for the Holy Spirit, e.g. dove, fire, wind
 Jesus told the disciples to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit
 The disciples stayed together while they waited
 After Pentecost, the disciples wanted to tell everyone what had happened to them
Understanding KS1
 Some Christians speak today of being filled with the Holy Spirit
 Although the disciples were waiting, the coming of the Holy Spirit was unexpected
 The disciples had the strength and confidence to do things they had not been able to do
before
 Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is a gift given by God
Tasks KS1
 Create a birthday card for the Church using one of the signs or symbols of Pentecost
 Design a mitre for a Bishop using the symbols of Pentecost
Knowledge KS2
 The story of the first Pentecost is in Acts Ch2
 The links between Pentecost and the Jewish festival of Shauvot
 Know the meaning of the Hebrew word ‘Ruach’
 Know the symbols and the meaning of the symbols contained in the story
 Pentecost comes from a Greek word meaning fifty
 At Pentecost the disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit
 They were able to speak in languages other than their own, so that others could understand
 The disciples were given special powers to help them spread the Good News of Jesus
 Red is the liturgical colour for Pentecost
 Know the symbolism of a bishop’s mitre and ring
 God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit is known as The Trinity
 The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the promise of Jesus to his disciples and the
result of the victory won over sin by Jesus’ death on Good Friday
 The gifts and fruits of the Spirit
 What happens to celebrate Pentecost in the local Church today
 About the Pentecostal movement
 Be able to make links to their own spiritual nature
 The difference between spiritual and religious
Understanding KS2
 Know the symbols and the meaning of the symbols contained in the story
 Why the disciples were celebrating together
 Why Christians call this the birthday of the Church
 The Holy Spirit was present from the beginning of creation
 The disciples were expecting God to act, but did not know how
 The Christian idea of The Trinity
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Different symbols are used to represent different aspects of the power of the Holy Spirit
What the early Christians meant by ‘Ruach’
Different denominations and individual Christians give varying degrees of importance for the
Holy Spirit
What is meant by the Pentecostal movement
The difference between the gifts and fruits of the Spirit
Why, for Christians, the activity of the Holy Spirit is important in key rites of the church such
as confirmation and ordination
Why people through the ages have been empowered by the Holy Spirit in various ways to do
God’s work
Why the coming of the Holy Spirit was the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise for his disciples and for
all people
What is meant by spiritual as opposed to religious

Tasks KS2
 Write a dialogue – two disciples in the upper room at Pentecost – before and after – what are
you going to do next?
 Read the following verse of the hymn, Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire by John Cosin:
Come, holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art,
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart:







Find out what the sevenfold gifts of the spirit are in verse 1. Design a stained glass window to
depict these gifts
Find out what celebrations take place in your local church today for Pentecost
Research the rise of the Pentecostal Movement in America and Britain. Imagine you are a
member of a Pentecostal church
Write a magazine article to explain what happens at one of these services
Think of words for someone who is without spirit and then list words for someone who is filled
with spirit. Use these to design a card for Pentecost.
Make a list of things that might be related to one’s spirit and compare it to a list of things that
might be regarded as religious
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GOSPEL
Knowledge KS1
 The word Gospel means ‘Good News’
 Following Pentecost the early Christians were eager to spread the ‘Good News’ about Jesus
 The gospels are the main source of information and stories about Jesus
 Stories about Jesus had been passed on by word of mouth
 The Gospels were written many years after Jesus
 The Gospel writers felt that the stories should be written down before they were forgotten
 There are four Gospels in the New Testament
St Matthew
St Mark
St Luke
St John
 Know the symbols for each of the gospel writers
 Although some of the stories are the same many of the details are different because they
were written by different people
Understanding KS1
 Why the disciples were eager to spread the ‘Good News’ about Jesus
 Why the Gospels are similar but also different
 Why the Gospels were not written immediately after Jesus’ death and resurrection
Tasks KS1
 Be able to find the Gospels in the Bible
 Read a short Gospel story with your teacher. Now try to tell that story to a friend. It is rather
like ‘Chinese Whispers’ See how many people can tell the same story without changing it.
 Write down the name of each Gospel and then try to illustrate it with its symbol; Matthew a
man, Mark a lion, Luke a bull and John an eagle
Knowledge KS2
 The old English words ‘God spel’ meant ‘Good News’
 The Greek word for Gospel or ‘Good News is ‘Evangellion’
 From the Greek word ‘Evangellion’ we get our words Evangel and Evangelist (one who
spreads the Good News)
 The ‘Good News’ about Jesus had previously been passed on by word of mouth
 The early Christians called this Good News the ‘kerygma’ or announcement or proclamation.
 The main points were:
That Jesus was God’s anointed one or the ‘Messiah’
The proof of this was that God raised Jesus from the dead
Because Jesus was the Messiah he would judge the world at the end of time
That the spirit of God was now at work in the Church
Those who heard the ‘Good News’ about Jesus should repent
 These points were eventually summed up in what Christians called a Creed or statement of
belief
 As the Christian church developed stories about Jesus and letters to the new churches were
circulated
 As people heard the Gospel there were many Jewish converts to Christianity
 It was not long before the disciples needed help to preach the Gospel
 They appointed seven helpers or deacons (diakonos) to help organise the new church
 The seven men were all Greek-speaking Jews. They were called ‘Apostles’ or ‘ambassadors’
 Scholars believe that Mark was the first written around 70 BCE, Matthew and Luke around 80
and 90 BCE and John around 90-100 BCE
 The first three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke have much in common and are called the
‘synoptic gospels’
 Scholars believe that St Matthew and St Luke used another source or manuscript which they
call Q
 Sometimes the stories seem to contradict each other
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St Mark’s Gospel is believed to contain some eye witness accounts because he uses the
actual Aramaic words that Jesus would have spoken
St John’s Gospel is different from the other three.
John was trying to give a deeper understanding of who Jesus was rather than what Jesus did
During an ordination service the bishop gives the priest the authority to preach the ‘Gospel’
Churches often have a lectern from which the gospel is read

Understanding KS2
 The concept of ‘Gospel’
 There are three Synoptic Gospels
 Understand the main points of the ‘Good News’ about Jesus
 The links between the ‘Good News’ and the story of salvation
 Why priests are given the authority to preach the ‘Good News’
Tasks KS2
 Using your knowledge and understanding of the life of Jesus, write a creed to express the
‘Good News’ for Christians
 Find out more about the four Gospel writers; who they were and where they came from?
Write a booklet explain who these people were and giving examples of what is in each
Gospel
 Read the Sermon on the Mount in St Matthew Ch5-7
Summarise what the main points of Jesus’ teaching was
 Read the account of Jesus calling his disciples in St Mark Ch1: v16-20. Imagine you were
one of the disciples. Write your diary account for the day expressing your feelings and
concerns
 Read the parable of the Prodigal Son. Write out the conversation that would have taken place
between the father and the elder son and the two brothers.
 The story of the ‘Feeding of the Five Thousand’ is in every Gospel.
Each account is different. Read the account in St Matthew Ch14: v13-21 and compare it with
St John Ch6: v1-15
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THE TRINITY
Knowledge KS1
 Christians believe in one God
 The prefix ‘Tri’ means three
 The word Trinity means ‘three in one’
 The word Creed means belief
 Credo = I believe
 Christians believe that there are three aspects of God
 The Trinity is used in Baptism
 That God is a loving father / parent
 That Christians believe that God came to Earth in person as a baby - Jesus
 The power of God which gives life is called the Holy Spirit
 The first mention of the idea of Trinity is found in Matthew Ch28:19 – Jesus’ Baptism
 Some Christian Churches have a season of Trinity (season of growth, ‘green’)
 Priests often bless the congregation ‘in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit’
Understanding KS1
 Christians believe in one God
 Christians believe that there are three aspects of God
 Some symbols of the Trinity
 That God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit
 Jesus is God in human form
 How the Trinity is recognised/celebrated in church
 Why priests bless a congregation in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
 Why Christians use symbols of Trinity
Tasks KS1
 Design some vestments for a priest to use for Trinity Sunday
 Create a booklet to show the different aspects of God in the Trinity
Knowledge KS2
 Christians believe in the concept / idea of the Trinity
 It stands at the centre of the Christian faith
 They believe that God has three forms
 God – father - creator – powerful
 Jesus – Son – saviour – teacher
 Holy Spirit – guiding – peace-making – life-giving
 These three forms have an inseparable relationship
 The word Creed comes from the Latin ‘Credo’ meaning ‘I believe’
 The Creed is a Christian statement of faith
 The idea of the Trinity was written into the Christian Creed
 There is more than one Creed; the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed being the earliest
 The word ‘Trinity’ is not found in the Bible
th
 The idea dates to 4 Century
 The Creeds were written by the Early Christian Church
 The early Christian Church met at a council in Nicaea in 325CE and agreed a set of beliefs
about Jesus. This was called the Nicene Creed
 The Apostles' Creed is slightly shorter and was thought to be written about 400CE
 They tell the key points of Christian belief in God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit (The Trinity)
 Both major Creeds have similar statements
o Belief in God as Father, Creator and Maker of heaven and earth
o Jesus as God's Son took on human form
o Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary
o Jesus suffered under the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate
o Jesus was crucified and died
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On the third day Jesus rose from the dead
Jesus later returned to God in heaven
That the Christian Church is Holy and Catholic: Holy - set apart for God; Catholic universal
That there is life after death

St John’s Gospel does talk about Jesus as ‘The only begotten Son of the Father’
The Christian Creeds talk of God as Father, Son in Jesus and The Holy Spirit
It is a difficult concept to understand
The Christian Church believes that people are ‘saved’ by God through the person of Jesus by
the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Creed is still used by the Christian Church today
The Creed is also recited at a service of Eucharist / Holy Communion
Creeds were first used with candidates wishing to be baptised to show that they were
believers.
The Creed is recited by Christians throughout the world 
The Creed is said as part of the service of Holy Communion / Mass

Questions related to the Creed are still asked at Baptism today
When babies and adults are baptised, Godparents, Parents and other Christian members of
the congregation are asked three main questions about their belief taken from the Creed.
Babies are Baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Christian prayer can be directed to God through Jesus
St Patrick plucked a shamrock from the ground in an attempt to explain the Trinity
Symbols of the Trinity
What does the word ‘Trinity’ mean
Know the Trinity is also known as ‘Three in One’ (tri-unity)
God the father as creator
God the son in human form as Jesus
God as Holy Spirit – The power and energy of God.
Understand how and when it is used in Church/Worship
The Grace (different from lunchtime Grace) - 2 Corinthians Ch13: 14. A Letter from Paul –
ending ‘The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, the Fellowship of the Holy
Spirit’
Some artwork of the Trinity e.g. Russian Artist Andrei Rublev - The three angels are based
upon the ancient story of Abraham and Sarah when they encountered three visitors (Genesis
Ch18 vv1-16). In traditional Christian thought, these three visitors are believed to represent
the Holy Trinity. God as father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Understanding KS2
 Christians believe in one God
 Begin to understand the Christian concept of Trinity
 Be able to explain how and why Christians use symbols of Trinity
 The meaning of the Creed
 That artists have used this concept in art for generations
 Why this might be a difficult concept for Christians and other faith communities to understand
Tasks KS2
 Using either the Apostles' Creed or the Nicene Creed prepare a booklet for young children in
a Christian Church to help them understand the Christian concept of Trinity.
 Imagine you were Early Christians. In pairs discuss what you might know and understand
st
about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Write your own Creed for the 21 Century or create a
Powerpoint presentation
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THE CHURCH - Ecclesia
Knowledge KS1
 To know that the Church is the people and not just the building
 That the cross is a key symbol in Christianity
 That the first Apostles spread Christianity across the Mediterranean
 The names of key saints like Peter and Paul
 To know the shape and layout of a church e.g. the shape of a cross, nave, graveyard
 To know the names of key furniture e.g. altar table, lectern, font, pews, pulpit
 To know that special clothes (vestments) are worn for services
 To know that the people are called the congregation
 To know what happens in a church e.g. worship
 To know the names of key people e.g. priest
 To know that special services are held including the Eucharist (Holy Communion), Baptism,
Marriage
 To know about stained glass windows and their symbolism e.g. saints
 To know about special objects / artefacts, e.g. cross, crucifix, chalice, paten
 Feelings; what does it feel like?
 To know how the senses come into play, e.g. the smell of candles, incense
 To know how to behave in a church e.g. with respect
Understanding KS1
 Why the Church is shaped like a cross
 Why the altar is placed as it is
 Why the font is placed as it is
 Why the Church is the people rather than the building
 The role of a priest
 Why Eucharist, Baptism and marriage are special services
 Why the church has special artefacts
 Why churches have stained glass windows
 Why people behave with respect inside a church
 Why the church is important for Christians today
Tasks KS1
 Choose five key features from your local church, draw them, write about them and their
importance for Christians
 Talk about your feelings on visiting the Church and make a collage or a word tree based on
the discussion
 Choose something that for you seemed very special or beautiful e.g. a window and make a
postcard to send to a friend
 Design a stained glass window for a key event or festival
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Knowledge KS2
 What the word Church means
 The meaning of the word ‘Ecclesia’
 The church is seen as the ‘Body of Christ’
 The Christian Church began on the day of Pentecost
 Christians believe that the church continues Jesus’ saving work in the world
 Some of the key characters in the early Christian church: Peter, Paul, Stephen and some of
the early saints
 Symbols in the early Church:
 INRI
The Ichthus
The Chi-Rho
The Alpha and Omega
 One of the Christian creeds
 Some history of the spread of Christianity from Jerusalem
 How Christianity arrived in Constantinople and Rome
 The role of Peter and the Church in Rome
 That there are different denominations of Christian Churches
 How the different denominations came about
 A great Schism took place
 When this happened
 About the English Reformation
 The European Reformation
 The shape and layout differ e.g. nave, sanctuary, choir, transepts, tombstones
 To know special services are held including confirmation, ordination, funerals
 To know the names of vestments / linen e.g. stole, cope
 Stained glass windows and their symbolism
 To know symbols including different crosses, e.g. Celtic, St Peter’s , St Andrew; statues of the
Madonna, stations of the cross, votive candles, paschal candle
 To know the key furniture; rood screen, sanctuary lamp, holy water stoop
 To know how a church functions (who runs the church) e.g. cleaners, flower arrangers,
vergers
 To know about forms of worship, e.g. matins, evensong, children’s services
 To know key prayers used in services e.g. collects, gospel, Nunc Dimittis
 Feelings – How worshippers feel
 To know how the senses are used in worship, e.g. music, art, incense
 To know how to behave in a church, e.g. with respect, gestures, the sign of the cross, bells,
genuflections
 To know how the local church links with the local community
 To know what types of Christian Church are in your locality
 The activities that take place in a Church today eg Charity work, Food banks
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Understanding KS2
 Why Churches were built
 The background and history of the development of the Christian Church
 The theological implications of the design e.g. the nave altar
 The importance of some key prayers and words used in special services
 The meaning/ symbols found in stained glass windows
 Why different crosses are found in different parts of a Church and in different Churches
 The importance of the symbolism e.g. statues/ paschal candle
 Symbolism used in the Church furniture e.g. lectern/ eagle
 The meaning and symbolism of the vestments/ artefacts and linen
 The importance of the Church within the local Christian community
 The whole congregation contribute to the upkeep and running of the church
 The different forms of worship in different churches
 That key prayers are associated with different services
 The importance of the senses in worship e.g. incense, candles
 The importance of gestures such as sign of the cross
 How the Christian community reflect their Christian beliefs today
Tasks KS2
 Write a guide book for KS1 pupils on your local church picking out the importance of the
church for Christians
 Write a simple history of the development of the Christian Church.
 Find out how it grew in your area
 Write a poem about your own feelings on entering a church
 Interview a member of the clergy/ congregation about the importance of the church for them /
Christians today
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CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – Worship
Knowledge KS1
 Christians believe they are One Family – called the Church
 Christian churches can be very different
 Sometimes there is a special building; sometimes it is just a group of Christians gathered
together
 Christians worship God
 Christians often meet together for worship
 Christian worship can take many forms
 Families meet together, sometimes for special occasions; so do the members of the Christian
Church
 When families meet together, they talk, share food and experiences: so do the members of
the Christian Church
 Christians believe that God loves them and try to respond
 Christians pray to God
 Christians express their love for God in a variety of ways (e.g. service, alms, listening, being
obedient)
 Christians allow time to concentrate on their relationship with God
 Christians believe Jesus Christ gave up his life for them to show God’s love
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians worship God
 How Christians worship
 When and where Christians worship
Tasks KS1




Put together an act of worship to celebrate a special event
Talk about their feelings about an act of worship they experience, making a word tree based on the
discussion
Write a prayer which reflects one of their concerns

Knowledge KS2
 Christians believe God loves them
 Christians try to form a relationship with God by sharing their lives with him
 The Church is the community of Christians
 The Church worships God as a community
 The different types of Christian places of worship
 The Church community acknowledges God through prayer and praise
 Christian worship usually involves prayer, praise (hymns / songs), teaching and learning
(stories / talks) and silent reflection
 There are different kinds of Christian worship – Eucharist, prayer and praise, family services
and occasional offices (e.g. baptism, confirmation, marriage, ordination, reconciliation,
anointing the sick, funerals etc.)
 School worship and the Law
 Worship follows a pattern both in the service and through the Church’s year
 Different Christian denominations worship in different ways
 The Church sometimes uses special clothes and artefacts to enhance the worship, e.g.
incense
 Worship can involve ceremonial activities (e.g. procession, genuflection, dance etc.)
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Within the worshipping community people may have different jobs (e.g. priest, minister,
churchwardens, deacon, sideman, sacristan, servers, choir, flower guild, parochial church
council etc.)
A Christian community contributes time, talents and money to support its work (e.g.
collections, stewardship, covenanting)
Through blessing and dismissal Christians take their worship into the community
Community matters can be included in the worship of the Church (e.g. intercessions)
Christians are called to continue their worship in their daily lives

Understanding KS2
 Why worship is important to Christians
 What Christian worship may consist of
 Why worship takes many forms
 Why schools have ‘Collective Acts of Worship’
 Why different people approach worship in different ways
 How worship fits into the daily life of the believer
 How daily life can influence worship
 How different beliefs influence worship
Tasks KS2
 Design a building suitable for an act of worship
 Put together an act of worship developing a chosen theme
 Design artefacts / vestments to use in an act of worship
 Interview and report on different forms of worship as practices within the local Christian
Churches
 Worship in other faith communities – research
 Think about creating a suitable atmosphere for worship. Which ingredients might you require?
 Plan a series of acts of worship for your school
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PRAYER - Prayer
Knowledge KS1
 Prayer is talking with God
 Prayer is part of Christian worship
 Jesus prayed
 The Lord’s Prayer
 Christians believe people can pray anywhere, e.g. in church, at home, in school
 There is a common language, e.g. “Amen”, “Lord Jesus”
 People can pray on their own or with others
 There are different styles of prayer
 There are different types of prayer, e.g. saying sorry
 Set prayers, e.g. Lord’s Prayer, Collects, Blessing, Grace, Rosary
 There are different ways of using the body in prayer, e.g. kneeling
 There are special prayers at special times, e.g. Christmas
 There are special prayers during the journey of life, e.g. marriage
 Prayer is important for most religions, e.g. Judaism, Islam
Understanding KS1
 In Christianity God is seen as a loving Father / parent / carer
 Christians believe that God is always ready to listen
 Prayer is important
 Why there are different aids to prayer
 Why there are different positions for the body in prayer
 People pray for different reasons
 Why people pray
Tasks KS1
 Write a prayer for the end of the KS1, either reflecting on, looking back, in the present or in
the future, to be used at a School Leavers’ Service
 Make a class prayer book for different occasions
 Make a collection of prayers as a class to be given to the following Year 2
 Make a collection of prayers to be used as part of a display or for acts of worship
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Knowledge KS2
 There are special prayers, e.g. for Saints – the prayer of St Francis
 There are special prayers during worship, e.g. Sacraments – Liturgy
 Different Christian traditions have different prayers, e.g. Anglican prayers such as Collects
 Different denominational practices, e.g. rosary, icon
 Prayer is an important part of religious belief and worship
 Special language is used in some prayers, e.g. “Amen”
 Jesus prayed
 During Jesus’ life he would have used Jewish prayers
 Jesus taught his disciples to pray – Lord’s prayer
 Different types of prayer, e.g. extemporary
Understanding KS2
 That people can express themselves through prayer, e.g. anger, sadness, joy
 Why people pray in times of crisis
 Christians believe that prayer is effective, but is not a wish fulfilling tree
 That God does not always give the answer people want
Tasks KS2
 Write a prayer linked to a newspaper headline
 Make a collection of prayers for a display
 Design and make a prayer board in school – prayers used each week at a worship
 Design and make individual aids to prayer
 Design and make a class table for prayer and reflection
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BAPTISM - Baptism
Knowledge KS1
 The key symbol in baptism in water
 What happens in a baptism
 Who baptised Jesus
 John the Baptist’s relationship to Jesus
 Jesus was baptised in the river Jordan
 What happened to Jesus when he was baptised
 What happens at a baptism ceremony / service today
 That people are given their ‘Christian’ names when they are baptised
 The role of the priest and the godparents
 The use of the shell
 Special clothes are often worn by the baby (not all denominations baptise babies)

Cards are often given as a celebration of baptism
 The significance of the Baptism Certificate / candle
 The name of the font and where it is usually found in a church
 Christians become members of the worldwide Christian family at their baptism
Understanding KS1
 Why baptism is so important for Christians today
 How it reminds a Christian of Jesus
 Who can baptise
 The symbolism of water
 The symbolism of the shell (pilgrimage)
 How the font is used
 Why the font is often found by the church door
 That when Christians are baptised it is like joining a “club”
 That by being baptised a Christian belongs to the wider Christian Family
 Begin to understand the concept of pilgrimage
Tasks KS1
 Design a baptism card which includes symbols found in baptism services
 Make up the rules of joining your own club
 Create a collage of John the Baptist baptising Jesus using Christian symbols and explain
what you have put in your picture

Visit your local church and talk to the priest about baptism
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Knowledge KS2
 That baptism took place before John baptised Jesus
 The meaning of the word baptise - ‘to dip or immerse’
 That adults can be baptised as well as young children
 That there are different versions of Jesus’ baptism by John in the gospels
 That there are different baptismal customs according to different Christian beliefs
 The structure of the service of baptism
 The role of those involved in the service, the priest (or minister), the parents and the
godparents
 Who can baptise (any baptised Christian)
 The symbolism of water, candles, oil, the shell
 When and how the church baptises
 How a baptism is recorded
 Know the word sacrament, especially in relation to Baptism and Eucharist
 Baptism traditionally took place at Easter
Understanding KS2
 The important part played by John the Baptist
 The role of godparents
 Know the duty of the parents and godparents
 The symbol of the candle in the baptism service
 The format of the service
 Why baptism can take place at any time during a person’s life
 That by being baptised you are setting out on a spiritual journey
 The significance of using “holy water”
 Begin to understand the meaning of sacrament (an outward and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace)
 Why baptisms traditionally took place at Easter
 The links between baptism and the paschal candle
Tasks KS2
 Make a list of the duties you think should be for the godparents
 How does the total immersion ceremony compare with an Anglican / Catholic infant / adult
baptism?
 Design an altar frontal for a baptism service
 Write an order of service for a modern day baptism service

Imagine that you had recently been baptised. Write a letter to your friend explaining what
happened and how you felt
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CONFIRMATION - Confirmation
Knowledge KS1
 Confirmation is a special celebration for Christians
 It marks the “coming of age” – the growing up in the Christian faith
 The ceremony usually takes place when a person is eleven or twelve years of age but it can
be when he or she is much younger and sometimes older
 It marks a time when a person confirms or strengthens the decisions made for him or her at
baptism by his or her godparents
 The Bishop lays hands on the candidate’s head and asks questions about his or her faith.
 Confirmation marks the time when a person becomes more aware of their duties as a
Christian
Understanding KS1
 This is a special time for Christians
 Why this marks the time when a child becomes an adult in the Christian Church
 What it might mean to be an “adult” Christian and take on duties and responsibilities
Tasks KS1




Think about what it would mean to be a Christian and follow the teachings of Jesus. Make a list of the
things a Christian might do
Explore the symbolism of the mitre and the crook used by a bishop. Design a mitre to be worn at a
confirmation service
Write a poem about hands and how important they become when helping others

Knowledge KS2
 Confirmation is a sacrament
 What confirmation means for Christians
 What happens in a confirmation service
 Confirmation strengthens and renews the promises made for an individual at baptism
 Confirmation is about coming of age as a Christian
 Confirmation is about full adult membership in the Christian faith
 Confirmation means taking on responsibilities and duties as an adult in the Church
 The role played by a bishop
 Christians believe that the power of the Holy Spirit is transmitted through the laying on of
hands
 The link between Confirmation and Eucharist (Holy Communion)
Understanding KS2
 Confirmation means to strengthen
 Confirmation is like having your own passport photograph or your own identity as a Christian
 Why Confirmation should strengthen someone in their Christian faith
 Why Confirmation is important to Christians
 The significance of laying-on of hands for Christians
 Promises are made to God and the Christian family
 Why Confirmation is a “fresh start” for many Christians
 The concept of a sacrament
Tasks KS2
 Imagine that you were a Christian, think out the promises and changes to your life you might
make at your Confirmation. Draw around your hand and write your “promises” on to the
shape. Make a class display
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Think about the ways in which you gradually become an adult. How are these special times
marked in your life, e.g. birthdays? Explore ways in which faith communities mark special
times
Imaging you have just been confirmed. Write to a Hindu or Muslim friend explaining how
important this event was for you and what happened
Interview a Bishop or a priest and discuss how important this celebration is for them. Write a
newspaper report following your interview
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EUCHARIST
(NB Different denominations have different practices and names for this service )
Knowledge KS1
 This is a special celebration for Christians
 It is a service of Thanksgiving
 Different Christians call it different names
 Where this meal takes place
 It helps Christians remember Jesus
 Sunday is a special day for Christians
 The Eucharist is linked to The Last Supper
 The use of a table / altar
 Bread and wine are key symbols
 The names of some artefacts used in some churches – chalice, paten, cup, plate
 Special clothes – vestments
 The names of people – priest, bishop, congregation, choir
 The shape and layout of many churches
 That special prayers are used, especially the Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
 The Peace
 The Lord’s Prayer
 Some traditional / modern hymns
Understanding KS1
 Why the Eucharist is a special celebration
 Why it is regarded as a meal
 Why it helps Christians remember Jesus
 Why Sunday is a special day
 The role of the priest within the service
 How a table / an altar is prepared
 Why bread and wine are used
 Why some churches use special objects / vestments
 Why some churches are built in the shape of a cross
 The meaning of The Lord’s Prayer
 Why people shake hands during the Peace
 The concepts of celebration / love / remembrance
 The concept of companionship (eating bread together, e.g. school lunch grace)

Tasks KS1
 Design a priest’s stole using some of the key symbols from a Eucharist service
 Make a class book of key events from Jesus’ life that help Christians remember Jesus and
the Last Supper
 Write a prayer about love and remembrance to be used at a Eucharist
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Knowledge KS2
 The Eucharist is linked to the Passover / Last Supper
 That different denominations have different practices
 The different names and practices given to this service
 That bread and wine are key elements and symbols of the presence of Christ
 What takes place at a Eucharist
 Who takes part
 The importance of a priest
 The structure and order of the service
 Some key prayers, e.g. Kyrie, Gloria, the Confession, Creed and The Great Thanksgiving
 The artefacts – symbolic gesture, vestments
 Some traditional / modern hymns
 To be aware of the importance of the Eucharistic prayer and its links with The Last Supper
Understanding KS2
 The links with the Jewish Feast of Passover
 Jesus at The Last Supper
 The way in which different denominations refer to the Eucharist and understand the meaning
of the Eucharist, e.g. memorial and real presence
 The time in the week when their local Church celebrates a Eucharist
 The idea of liturgy – the different parts of the service
 The meaning of some key prayers, e.g. The Kyrie / Gloria / Creed / Ten Commandments /
Great Thanksgiving
 The symbolism of the artefacts / vestments used
 The use of bread or wafers (hosts)
 The concept of companionship (eating bread together)
 The four-fold action taking, giving thanks, breaking, sharing of bread
 The order / pattern of the Eucharist
 The Lord’s Prayer
Tasks KS2





Plan an interview with some practising Christians. Find out why the Eucharist / Holy
Communion is important to them
Church schools may like to hold a Eucharist with a priest and write the prayers, choose the
readings, hymns etc
Write a booklet for KS1 pupils explaining why the Eucharist is important for Christians today
Write a prayer to replace the final prayer of dismissal
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HOLY MATRIMONY – Marriage/Commitment
Knowledge KS1
 The service of Holy Matrimony is called marriage or a wedding
 Christian marriage usually takes place in a church
 Marriage joins together two people who wish to share their lives together
 The service is taken by a priest (or deacon)
 It is a special day
 It often joins two families together
 It takes place when two people love each other and wish to spend the rest of their lives
together
 Rings are given as a symbol of everlasting love
 The couple make promises to each other and God
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians feel it is important to marry in a Church
 Why it is a very special day for all involved
 Begin to understand the concept of commitment
 Why promises are made to God
Tasks KS1
 Create a class collage / display to explain Holy Matrimony
 Act out a marriage ceremony and then write about what took place
Knowledge KS2
 Marriage is a sacrament
 The symbolism of the ring
 What happens in the service
 How the couple make vows to God
 The roles of the participants, e.g. best man, bride’s father
 A register is signed to make the service legal
 The role of the registrar / priest
 The differences between a church / civil ceremony
Understanding KS2
 The concept of marriage
 The concept of a sacrament
 What is meant by a vow
 The role of the bride’s father
 The significance of “giving the bride away”
 The value of tradition / ritual
 The traditional idea of a veil
 Why certain clothes are worn
 Why Christians feel it is important to marry in a church
 The concept of commitment
 Begin to understand the meaning of some of the words in the service
Tasks KS2
 Create your own wedding ceremony using your own choice of music, prayers and readings
 Imagine you are a newspaper reporter. Write about a wedding ceremony that you have seen
on video or attended
 Make a class list of the points for/ against a church wedding. Hold a class debate
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RECONCILIATION –Forgiveness / Sin
Knowledge KS1
 Reconciliation is about saying “sorry”
 It is about making a fresh start
 Christians believe it is about a relationship with God
 It is about thinking of all the wrong things they have done and the unkind and hurtful things
they have said and how they can make amends
 Reconciliation is about forgiveness
 Christians ask for God’s forgiveness
Understanding KS1
 Christians believe that God is forgiving like a loving parent / carer
 Why it is important to say “sorry”
 How it feels to be forgiven
 How it feels to make a fresh start
Tasks KS1
 Design and write a card to say “sorry”, perhaps to a friend, a parent or a teacher
 Think about and discuss ways in which you like to be treated and things you find hurtful.
Make a class list or display. Try to make a fresh start as a class
Knowledge KS2
 Reconciliation is about a Christian’s special relationship with God
 It is about trying to do God’s will
 Christian worship is often about saying “sorry” to God and each other, e.g. the Peace at the
Eucharist
 God is regarded by Christians as a loving, forgiving parent / carer
 Reconciliation is a sacrament
 The priest can act as a mediator between the person and God
 The sacrament of Reconciliation is confidential
 The priest can suggest ways of making amends and starting afresh
 What Christians regard as a sin
 The priest is able to forgive sins (absolution)
 Saying “sorry” is about repentance
 The sacrament has four parts
o Contrition – owning up
o Confession / Penance – saying “sorry”
o Satisfaction – being forgiven
o Absolution – putting things right
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Understanding KS2
 The concept of sin
 The role of a priest in forgiving sins
 The concepts of repentance and absolution
 Christians believe that sins damage their relationship with God
 God is always willing to listen and forgive if someone is truly sorry
 What is meant by being contrite
Tasks KS2
 Write a story which is about the four parts of this sacrament
 Write a poem about reconciliation
 Imagine that you were able to make a fresh start with your behaviour. Think about the things
you would change
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ORDINATION
Knowledge KS1
 A special service/ceremony in which men and women are made priests or deacons
 The word deacon means one who serves
 Christians believe that deacons and priests are called by God
 Deacons and priests are ordained by a Bishop
 The ceremony involves the laying-on of hands
 Deacons and priests wear special clothes
 Deacons and priests carry out God’s work in the world
 Some of the jobs that priests and deacons carry out, e.g. baptisms, marriage, funerals
 Priests are able to celebrate the Eucharist / Holy Communion and forgive people in God’s
name
 Both deacons and priests need to study and train to be ordained
Understanding KS1
 What is meant by being “called by God”
 What is meant by carrying out God’s work
 The key difference between deacons and priests
 How special ordination is for those being ordained
 The significance and symbolism of wearing special clothes
 The importance of the work carried out by deacons and priests
 Why it is important for priests to celebrate Holy Communion and offer God’s forgiveness to
people
Tasks KS1
 Make a list of questions that you would like to ask a priest / deacon about their work
 Design some special clothes (vestments) for a Bishop to wear at an ordination ceremony
 Make a collage about an ordination ceremony and the work of deacons and priests
 Write a prayer to be used at an ordination service / ceremony
Knowledge KS2
 What happens at an ordination
 Ordination is a sacrament
 The bishop lays his hands on the candidate’s head
 About the Apostolic Succession
 The way the stole is turned / changed
 What is stole
 About the work of a priest
 That a priest celebrates Holy Communion and forgives sin in God’s name
 The first ordination is documented in Acts Ch6 v6
 There are two stages of ordination – a deacon (a servant) and a priest
Understanding KS2
 The significance of the laying on of hands
 The importance of the Apostolic succession for some Christians
 Why special clothes are worn
 Why the stole is turned
 The symbolism of the stole
 The role of a priest
 Why the Eucharist / Holy Communion is a special celebration for Christians
 The significance of being able to forgive sins and have sins forgiven
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What Christians mean by sin
The concept of vocation
The key difference between Anglican and Roman Catholic ordination
The Anglican Church ordains men and women
The Roman Catholic Church only ordains men
Ordination is a vocation

Tasks KS2
 Imagine you had the choice as to whether you could be a priest or not. Write down the points
about the role of a priest
 Explore the life of a famous priest, e.g. Thomas Becket
 Think of a list of questions that you would like to ask a priest about his work. Interview him
 Design a stole for an ordination ceremony to depict the work of a priest
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ANOINTING THE SICK - Anointing
Knowledge KS1
 Olive oil is used
 The priest makes the sign of the cross on someone and gives them God’s blessing
 Olive oil is regarded as soothing and healing
 This takes place when someone is ill or dying
 Traditionally olive oil has been used for healing
 It reminds Christians that they are special to God
 It shows Christians that God cares for them
 People often feel better when they have been anointed with oil
 Jesus healed people
Understanding KS1
 Why olive oil is regarded as special
 Olive oil has healing qualities
 Why some Christians feel it is important to receive this blessing if they are ill or dying
 Why olive oil is used
 Why it is often other members of the family who gain comfort when a sick relative has been
anointed
Tasks KS1
 Write a class prayer asking for God’s blessing on people who are sick or dying
 Use a picture of an olive tree as a background for prayer and worship about those who are
sick and dying that the pupils know. You might attach the names to the tree
Knowledge KS2
 This is a sacrament
 The sacrament can be administered anywhere – at home or in church
 Oil is often taken to people who are sick
 The instructions given in the Letter of St James, Ch5 v14
 The disciples healed people (St Mark, Ch6 v13)
 The story of the Good Samaritan
 Holy Oils are blessed by the bishop on Maundy Thursday
 The sacrament used to be called Holy Unction
Understanding KS2
 It is not just a sacrament for the dying. A sacrament is an outward and visible sign of
something inward and spiritual
 Some of the important uses of olive oil
 Why the Good Samaritan would have used oil
 Some people receive much comfort from the sacrament of anointing
 Why people might ask for this sacrament if they are near death
Tasks KS2
 Write a set of instructions for someone caring for a sick person today. Read the Letter of St
James, Ch5 vv14-15
 Imagine you are a bishop. Write your sermon / address for Maundy Thursday linking the
Letter of St James to the blessing of the oils for anointing
 Read Psalm 23 or the hymn, ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’, using verses 3 and 4, write a poem to
convey these same sentiments
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DEATH AND DYING - Resurrection
Knowledge KS1
 All living things die
 Death is the end of life
 All people will die
 Christians believe that death is not the end
 Christians believe that when people die they go to ‘heaven’
 Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Day
 People usually die when they are old, but may die earlier through illness or accident
 A funeral is an event celebrating the life of someone who has died
 At a funeral there are hymns, prayers and those who knew the dead person well may talk
about them
 Relatives and friends may send flowers or make donations to charity in memory of the person
who has died
 People are usually buried in land set apart for the purpose
 This special land may be beside a church. It is called a cemetery
 Bodies may be buried or cremated
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians believe that when people die they go to heaven
 We cannot know what happens when we die
 People who die live on through others’ memories of them
 We are sad when people die because we feel our own loss
 A funeral is a formal way of saying “goodbye”
 Funerals help people to “let go” of the person who has died
Tasks KS1
 Visit a local churchyard. Find the oldest memorial, the oldest person, the youngest person,
two people who might have been related
 Read ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’, ‘Badgers Parting Gifts’ or some other children’s story about
death and talk about the idea of change and remembering.
 Make a memory chart or picture– use information on an inscription to write four things friends
might remember about this person. Think of four things that you would like people to
remember about you

What is precious to you? What is it like? Why is it precious and how would you feel if you lost
it?
Knowledge KS2
 Death may be sudden or can be prepared for
 Life processes stop at or soon after death
 In the Gospels Jesus raised people from the dead
 Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead, never to die again
 Christians believe in the promise of eternal life for those who believe in Jesus
 Many Christians recite the following words of the Nicene Creed each Sunday, ‘We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.’
 Some people ask for their organs to be donated, or their bodies given for medical research –
there will be a funeral later
 Funerals usually take place in a special building (church, synagogue, mosque, crematorium)
 Christian funerals usually take place in a church or crematorium
 People may also be buried at sea
 Either the person or the family decides what will happen to the body when the person dies
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Christian denominations have different traditions associated with dying
There are set patterns of words for use in Christian funerals
Each religion has its own tradition associated with dying
Undertakers look after the body when a person has died. They prepare it for burial /
cremation and help the family to prepare for the funeral
People are buried in land set apart for the purpose, which may have been consecrated
according to Christian or other beliefs
Headstones and memorials give information about a person who has died, and how those left
behind remember them
There are different Christian views about life after death, e.g. purgatory, hell
What happens in the local churches

Understanding KS2
 Why Christians believe in the promise of eternal life for those who believe in Jesus
 Christians build their understanding of eternal life from the words of Jesus in the Bible
 Why people need to take part in the funerals of those they love as a way of letting go
 There are a range of emotions associated with someone dying – anger, guilt, sadness, joy,
relief – it is acceptable to feel any or all of these
 Why memories of those we have lost are important to us
 Why grieving for someone who has died may take a short or a long time
 That life is a journey – we cannot be sure of what will happen in the future
 In life people can only prepare for the next step by reading, talking to others who have
experience, but no-one can tell us what happens after death; it is a matter of faith
 Why a personal faith helps people to cope when someone dies
 Why Christians have different views about life after death
Tasks KS2








Investigate a local graveyard, memorial tablets in older churches. Look out for symbols and
other information, the ages of those who died, the words that those left behind used to
express their feelings. Design a gravestone for an imaginary person, find some special words
from a poem or write your own, to help you remember one special thing about that person
Explore religious art about life after death
Read the Nicene Creed and write a newspaper article about the importance of this belief for
Christians
The quotation below is taken from a Christian funeral service:
“Man born of a woman has but a short time to live. Like a flower he blossoms and then
withers; like a shadow he flies and never stays.”
Write a second paragraph to explain what Christians believe happens to them after death
Read ‘Water Bugs and Dragonflies’ and discuss the links to Christian belief in the
resurrection.
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CHRISTIAN PILGRIMAGE – Pilgrimage
Knowledge KS1
 A pilgrimage is a journey to a holy place
 There are many centres of pilgrimage in Israel. Places where Jesus lived, worked, visited and
died
 They are also special places in Christianity where special events have taken place or where
saints and martyrs are buried
 Pilgrimage was very popular during the middle ages
 Many people visit sites of pilgrimage each year
 Key sites of Christian Pilgrimage today are Rome, Lourdes, Canterbury and Walsingham
 Some stories of key Christian Saints, e.g. St Peter, St Francis, St Bernadette
 Why people go on pilgrimage
Understanding KS1
 Why Christians go on special journeys to holy places?
 What makes the place holy for Christians?
 What makes pilgrimage different to any other journey?
 How do Christians prepare for the journey?
 How Christians might feel when they are on a pilgrimage?
Tasks KS1
 Listen to a story about a special place of pilgrimage. Write down five reasons why this place
might be important for Christians
 Listen to the story of St Bernadette , find out about Christian pilgrimage to Lourdes and
design a poster for people to visit the site
Knowledge KS2
 A pilgrimage is an outward journey but also an inward spiritual journey
 Key sites of Christian pilgrimage across the world, e.g. Israel, Jordan, Italy, France, Spain etc
 Places of Apparitions of the Virgin Mary such as Lourdes, Fatima, Knock
 The role of pilgrimage in medieval times
 The symbol of St James – the scallop shell
 The importance of the scallop shell in medieval pilgrimage
 What happens on Christian pilgrimage today, e.g. Walsingham
 The beliefs surrounding places of pilgrimage, e.g. healing
 Who goes on pilgrimage
 Why people still go on pilgrimage
 The place of relics
 Reliquaries
 Stories of some key Christian Saints, e.g. Catherine, Patrick, David, Andrew, George,
Christopher, Joan of Arc etc
 Why some places of pilgrimages have mazes
Understanding KS2
 The concept of pilgrimage being an outward and inward spiritual journey
 The importance of pilgrimage for many Christians
 The importance of the apparitions of Mary in Christian pilgrimage
 The importance of relics in Christian history
 Why relics might be important to pilgrims
Tasks KS2
 Write an invitation to a Christian to join a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Explain where they
would visit and why, what preparations they should make, and why the pilgrim might expect to
benefit from the visit.
 Find out about different sites of Christian pilgrimage and their role in the Christian tradition. In
pairs produce a Powerpoint presentation to show to the rest of the class
 Explore some you-tube clips about a pilgrimage to the Anglican and Catholic shrine of ‘Our
Lady of Walsingham’. Write a newspaper report as if you had been present.
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KEY CONCEPTS IN JUDAISM
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SHABBAT - Creation
Knowledge KS1
 Jews believe God created the world in six days
 Jews believe God rested on the seventh day
 Jews rests on the seventh day (the Sabbath) to remember this Friday evening to Saturday
evening)
 The Sabbath is called Shabbat
 Shabbat begins at dusk on Friday night
 Shabbat lasts for 25 hours
 All work is prohibited on Shabbat
 All preparations take place beforehand
 Shabbat is celebrated at home and in the synagogue
 The Shabbat meal on a Friday night is a special meal
 The table is laid with: two candlesticks, a cup of wine, and two plaited loaves
 The loaves are called ‘challah’
 Two candles are lit by the woman of the household
 Special wine is drunk
 Shabbat is welcomed as a bride coming to meet her bridegroom
 Religious songs are sung afterwards
 On Saturday morning many Jewish families attend the Synagogue
Understanding KS1
 Why Shabbat is a special day of rest
 The timing of Shabbat begins when three stars are in the sky
 Why no work takes place on Shabbat
Tasks KS1
 Design a challah cloth to show the key symbols or the creation of the world
Knowledge KS2
 It is based on the fourth of the 10 Commandments ‘remember the Sabbath Day and keep it
holy. Six days shall you labour and do all your work but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God (Exodus 20:8-11)
 In England Shabbat starts early in the winter at about 3.30pm
 In summer it starts late at about 9.30pm
 The significance of the colours of the tallit (to distinguish light from darkness)
 There are 39 forbidden activities (Melachot) for Shabbat. These include: creative activity,
writing, handling money, operating equipment travelling other than on foot.
 The house is cleaned beforehand
 In some house the father recites the ‘Kiddush or blessing. He places two hands on the head
of each child and blesses each one in order of age. This has its roots in the story of Jacob
blessing his grandsons (Genesis 48: 8-21)
 The father recites the Kiddush over the wine and the challah. This is part of the Song of
Solomon (Proverbs 31 v10)
 Jewish people attend the synagogue on Shabbat
 The practices of orthodox Jews
 There are two challah loaves. They represent the double portion of mana that God sent on
the Friday
 The festival is seen out with the Havdalah ceremony
 A special candle is lit and extinguished with wine
 A spice box is used
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At the end of the Havdalah Jews wish each other ‘Shavua Tov’, a good week!

Understanding KS2
 How the Melachot might affect a very religious Jewish person’s day
 The symbolism used during the Shabbat meal
 The symbolism of the Havdalah candle (more wicks more light)
 The significance of the spice box
 The key differences between orthodox and reform Jews
Tasks KS2
 How would your weekend change if you were an orthodox Jew during Shabbat? Write down
the preparations that you would have to make
 Discuss how important it might be to have a day of rest. Hold a class debate.
 Devise modern day Melachot that would give your family a complete rest
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ROSH HASHANAH – Penitence/Repentance
Knowledge KS1
 Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year
 It lasts for 10 days
 A time when God looks at a person’s good and bad deeds
 It is a time for reflection
 On the first day Jews will throw away small pieces of bread which represent their sins, into
running water like a stream or the sea
 It is a time of starting a fresh
 At each meal Jews dip a piece of apple into honey in the hope that the new year will be sweet
 Jews also eat honey cake
 The synagogue service will include prayers, study and song
 The central feature is the sounding of a ‘shofar’ (ram’s horn)
 The story is linked to the story in the Bible of Abraham and Isaac
Understanding KS1
 That this is an important time for Jewish people
 The idea of being sorry for what has passed
 The idea of a fresh start
 The story of Abraham and Isaac (age appropriate)
 The use of a shofar
Tasks KS1
 Think about things that you might like to say sorry for and how you might make a fresh start at
Rosh Hashanah if you were Jewish. Make a class booklet about your resolutions
 Read a simple version of the story of Abraham and Isaac and create a display with speech
bubbles
Knowledge KS2
 Rosh Hashanah means ‘Head of the Year’
 Jews believe that each year God weighs a person’s good and bad deeds and determines
their fate for the coming year
 Rosh Hashanah is also known as the ‘Day of Judgement’
 It is a time for self-examination
 It continues until Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement)
 Going to the synagogue is important as Jews believe it is a tie to be with the members of the
community
 A shofar is blown to remind Jews of what God expects of them
 The story of Abraham and Isaac
 The shofar reminds Jews to reflect on their past deeds and ask God for forgiveness
 Provision is made for those who cannot hear the shofar in the synagogue to hear one; eg
those in hospital
 The concept of penitence
 What happens in the ‘Tashlich’ ceremony
 Why Jews eat apple dipped in honey
Understanding KS2
 Why this is an important festival
 The links between the story of Abraham and the shofar
 The symbolism of the shofar
 The concepts of penitence and forgiveness
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The symbolism of the apple and honey

Tasks KS2
 Read the story of Abraham and Isaac and hold a class debate about Abraham’s actions
 Think about your behaviour in class or at home and make a list of what you might change if
you had the opportunity
 Listen to the sound of a shofar and write a poem about the sound on the theme of repentance
 Consider what class values might be important if your class were to start a fresh? Make a list
and try to keep to them
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YOM KIPPUR – Atonement
Knowledge KS1
 Takes place 10 days after Rosh Hashanah
 It is a time when Jews say ‘sorry’ to their friends and family
 Jews fast from nightfall the evening before until nightfall the following day
 This requires total abstinence from food and drink for 25 hours
 Not all Jewish people have to fast. Pregnant women, the sick, the elderly and Children under
the age of 12/13 are exempt
 Some children often miss a meal to prepare them for the adult fast
 Most of the day is spent in the synagogue
 The service ends with a final blast on the shofar
 The family then return home for a meal
Understanding KS1
 That Yom Kippur is a special Holy day for Jews
 Why the Jewish people think it is important to fast
 Why it might be important to say ‘sorry’ to friends and family
Tasks KS1
 Make a class list of times when it might be important to say sorry e.g. being late
 Explore the idea of being ‘At one‘ with your friends and family. What might that mean. Write a
prayer about being at one with God
Knowledge KS2
 The 10 days from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur are known as the 10 Days of Repentance
 During this time they ask their friends and family for forgiveness
 Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the Jewish year
 It is a day of self-examination and fasting
 Adult Jews fast for 25 hours
 There are some exemptions
 The meaning of ‘atonement’- being at one with God
 Five services take place in the synagogue
Kol Nidre (all the vows) on the eve of the fast
Shacharit (morning)
Musaph (additional)
Minchah (afternoon)
Neilah (the closing)



The final service ends with the blowing of the shofar

Understanding KS2
 The concept of ‘atonement’
 The idea of asking friends and family for forgiveness
 The idea of self-examination and fasting for a whole day
Tasks KS2
 Write a magazine article about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. You might like to try and
write it from a Jewish perspective
 Imagine you were a Jewish writer. Write a short booklet for young children helping to explain
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. You can create a character to help you. (Teachers may
want to use the Sammy Spider books as a stimulus)
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SUKKOT/SUCCOT – Freedom/Shelter
Knowledge KS1
 Sukkot is an important festival in Judaism
 Sukkot is an autumn Harvest Festival
 The festival is linked to farming, harvesting and nature
 It also remembers the time when the Israelites travelled through the desert and were unable
to build permanent shelters, so they built shelters called ‘booths’
 Jews remember God protecting them so they build a Sukkah
 It is a joyous festival
 A Sukkah helps to remember these shelters
 Know that Jewish people build a Sukkah every year and that it has a clear view of the sky
 Know the way in which Sukkot is celebrated
 Know that the materials used to build the Sukkah were once living, e.g. branches etc.
 Fruit is used to decorate the Sukkah
Understanding KS1
 Why it is celebrated in this way
 Why the Jews were travelling in the desert
 That the clear view of the sky is a reminder of the temporary nature of the building
 Why living plants and fruit are used to build a Sukkah
Tasks KS1
 Build a temporary home, decorating it with living things
 Invite a Jewish visitor to talk about Sukkot. Make a list of questions that you would ask the
visitor. Compile a class book about the festival
Knowledge KS2
 The festival is linked to Leviticus Ch 23 vv39-44
 Where to find the story in the Bible
 It is celebrated 4 days after Yom Kippur
 It is a commandment (mitzvah) for Jews to build a Sukkah
 The festival lasts for eight days
 Sukkot is called the festival of “in-gathering” (Hag Ha’asif)
 In English it is known as the ‘The festival of Tabernacles’
 It is held at a time when farmers gathered in their crops and the work was finished
 Sukkot was a holiday for fruit gathering
 Jews live in or use a Sukkah for the period of the festival
 Today Jewish families might eat meals, study or socialise in the booths
 Some families do sleep in the Sukkah, especially the children (depending on the country and
the climate)
 There are special rules for building a Sukkah
The Roof:

Must grow from the earth (the plants)
Must provide more shade than sunlight
Must allow the rain in and be open to the stars
No opening must exceed 11 inches

The Walls: There are no restrictions on the materials used
There should be three walls. The fourth can be left open
Minimum height 35 inches
Maximum height 35 feet, 3 inches



The roof and walls of the sukkah can be decorated with fruit and nuts
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The sukkah should have four key species to symbolise the fertility of the land which when put
together are called a Lulav
o Lulav – a young shoot from a palm tree
o Arravot – a branch of a willow which grows near water
o Hadissim – a branch of myrtle bush
o Etrog – a citron – a fruit that looks like but is larger than a lemon (remember that
many of these plants are common in the Middle East)
At the synagogue the Luluv (the arba-ah minim ) is waved 3 times to the East, 3 times to the
West, 3 times to the South and 3 times to the North, 3 times above and 3 times below. This is
to show that God is present in all directions
Pomegranates are popular fruits for Sukkot
A fruit tower is often built as a centre piece for the table in Sukkot
On the final day prayers are said for rain

Understanding KS2







Why this is an important festival for Jews
Why the Sukkah is built in a special way
Why prayers are said for rain to fall after the holiday of Sukkot and continue steadily until
Passover in the spring.
The differences and difficulties for Jews living in different parts of the world (other than Israel)
The links with Moses and the Exodus
The meaning of mitzvah or commandment

Tasks KS2




Build a Sukkah for your classroom. Include a fruit tower
Find out how Jews in this country celebrate Sukkot today. Imagine you are a Jewish child and
write to a non-Jewish friend about this festival
Write some prayers for the Sukkot harvest of fruits. Remember that rain is an important
feature in hot countries
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HANNUKAH/CHANUKAH – Freedom/Light
Knowledge KS1
 The story of the Maccabees
 The concept of freedom
 Hannukah is a festival of light
 Hannukah falls in November/December and lasts for eight days
 The time of year when the festival takes place
 Candles and are lit
 How the candles are lit
 The lights are usually displayed in a window
 There is a special holder for the candles
 The candlestick (holder) is called a Hannukiah
 Special food is eaten which has been cooked in oil
 Fried potato latkes are popular
 It is a time for games and presents
 A special game called a dreidel is played
Understanding KS1
 Why a special event took place
 The importance of light to people pre-electricity
 Why Jews celebrate Hannukah
 Why Hannukah is a special festival for Jews
 That special food is eaten to remember the miracle of the oil
 The meaning of the word freedom
 How the dreidel game is played
Tasks KS1
 Write about some food that is special to you
 Think of 8 things for which you can be thankful
 Make a collage to tell the story
 Make a dreidel or some latkes
 Design and make your own Hannukiah
Knowledge KS2
 The story of the Maccabees to retell the key events
 It commemorates the victory of Judah Maccabeus over the Greek King Antiochus
 The ways in which Jews celebrate the festival today
 Know the significance of the temple to Jews
 The effect of the desecration of the temple on the Jewish people
 The ritual associated with the lighting of the candles
 The concepts of persecution and freedom
 Hannukah candles must not be used for work of any practical purpose, e.g. to study by
 Hannukah candles should be placed in a prominent position
 Where to find the story in the Bible (The Apocrypha)
 A dreidel is a spinning top with 4 sides and the Hebrew letters which stand for the Hebrew
words ‘nes gadol haya sham’ – A great miracle happened here.
Understanding KS2
 The concept of “miracle”
 What is meant by the term desecration
 How the Jews felt when the temple was desecrated
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The importance and significance of the festival for Jews
The use of candles during this festival
The difference between Hannukah and Shabbat candles
The rebels were fighting for the right to stay true to the one God and not to worship idols
The significance of the special food

Tasks KS2





Research Anne Frank’s Diary for the celebration of the festival
Design a Hannukah candle holder and explain why you have designed it in that way
Write a pamphlet to explain its significance for Jews
Listen to Handel’s Judas Maccabeus and write a poem based on the story of Chanukah
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PESACH / PASSOVER – Freedom/Covenant
Knowledge KS1
 The word Pesach means ‘passing over’ or ‘missing out’
 Jewish families meet together to celebrate a special meal
 This meal is called the Seder (Order)
 The meal is celebrated in the home
 The meal remembers how many years ago Jews were slaves in Egypt
 They were unhappy
 The story of Moses in the bull rushes
 Moses life in Egypt
 Moses became the leader
 God sent plagues
 Moses led the Jews into freedom
 This event is remembered as the Passover
 The Jews use symbolic food to remember the lay events of this time- egg, parsley, matzo,
shank bone of lamb, bitter herbs, charoset, salt water
 Preparation for the Seder meal
 The search is made with a candle and a feather
 Spring clean – all leaven (chametz) removed
 The role of the youngest member of the family in the Passover meal – asking the four
questions
Understanding KS1
 Why this meal is special
 The role of the Jews in Egypt
 Why the Jews were so unhappy
 How the sending of the plagues helped the Jews to escape
 The meaning of the symbolic food
 Why the bread was unleavened
Tasks KS1
 Draw the Seder plate and explain the symbolism of the items on it
 Look at different types of bread
 Bake some leavened and unleavened bread
 Make a large Seder plate for a class display
Knowledge KS2
 The definition of Pesach
 The word Seder means order and refers to the order of the celebration
 For Orthodox Jews it lasts for 8 days
 For Progressive Jews it lasts 7 days
 It commemorates the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt
 The word Passover refers to the Angel of Death ‘Passing over’ the Jewish homes during the
last of the 10 plagues
 The Jews covered their doorposts with lambs blood to identify themselves
 How the Jews arrived in Egypt
 The Jews were slaves in Egypt
 Where to find the story in the Bible
 The story of Moses
 Moses as a leader
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The role of Aaron, Moses’ brother
The role of Pharaoh
The Escape from Egypt
How the Jews planned and prepared for their journey
The Jews wandered in desert for forty years
How families prepare for a festival
How this story is remembered
The importance of the number 4 in this meal
Modern day Jewish traditions connected with Passover
Passover is an 8-day festival
The ritual of cleaning the home
The place of the Haggadah
The Haggadah is one of the few illustrated texts in Judaism
Seder meal and Seder plate
The symbolism of the Seder plate
The way the Seder table is laid
The role of the youngest person
The questions asked
Foods allowed to eat Kosher/ non-Kosher
Concepts of oppression, sacrifice and freedom

Understanding KS2
 Why the Seder meal is important to Jews today
 The symbolism of the Seder plate
 Why the Passover is important to Jews
 Why the Jews were treated as slaves in Egypt
 Why the Jews made the journey into the wilderness
 What it must be like to be refugees or homeless for forty years
 That today Jews remember both the death of the firstborn and the death of Pharaoh’s army
 Why Israel is so important for Jews
 Concepts of celebration, remembrance, freedom and oppression
 The importance of removing the leaven from the home
 That the Haggadah is the retelling of the story of Exodus
 That this is an important annual event for Jews
 There are links with the Last Supper
 In every generation each individual is bound to regard himself as if he personally escaped
from Egypt
 The meaning of the words “next year in Jerusalem”
Tasks KS2
 Write a diary account of the Exodus as if you were a Jew
 Activity: Try unleavened bread, compared with leaven bread
 Imagine you were a Jewish child write a letter explaining the importance of the festival of
Pesach to a non-Jewish child
 Draw a modern day poster to explain one of the concepts of the following: slavery, freedom,
refugees’ status and sacrifice
 Write a special menu and plan a celebration to remember some key event in your life
 Choose a religious festival and devise questions and answers to four significant questions
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SHAVUOT – Covenant/Torah/Gifts
Knowledge KS1
 Shavuot is a festival celebrating the giving of the Torah to Moses on Mount Sinai.
 It also celebrates the grain harvest
 In biblical times it was celebrated as a spring harvest festival
 The word Shavuot means ‘weeks’
 It takes place 7 weeks after Passover
 Book of Ruth is one of the focal points for festival
 It is read in the synagogue
 Recalls the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses
 It is a Pilgrim festival – Jews were expected to visit Jerusalem
 Festival has changed little over the years
 It is traditional to eat dairy food
 Special food eaten at festival includes blintzes and cheese cake
Understanding KS1
 Harvest celebrations (citrus fruits) – why they are so important
 What Jews do at this harvest festival
 Why we need to have rules
 Which rules are easy to keep and which rules are difficult
 Why some are easier than others
 Understanding rules and how they help people to work together
 The importance of the Ten Commandments for Jews
Tasks KS1
 Read the story of Ruth and explore the idea of harvest including gleaning
 Illustrate the story of Ruth
 Design a poster to explain the quotation “Love your neighbour as yourself”
 Discuss the concept of wanting something that belongs to someone else
 Write ten classroom rules for everyone to keep
Knowledge KS2
 Shavuot is the feast of Weeks
th
 It falls seven weeks after Passover – 49 days. The 50 day is Shavuot (Pentecost – from the
Greek)
 The days from the second day of Passover until Shavuot are called “The counting of the
Omer”. An omer was a measurement of barley
 God gave Moses Ten Commandments on Mt Sinai
 The story of Ruth
 Festival celebrates two things – giving of the Torah and the wheat harvest
 Pilgrims were expected to go to Jerusalem
 Pilgrims were expected to visit the Temple
 It is a time for studying the Torah
 The Torah is a fundamental part of Jewish faith
 The festival has a focus on the Ten Commandments
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Time of spiritual preparation
The importance of the Torah –kept in the ark, Ner Tamid burning (light by the ark)
Special food eaten – based on dairy products – including things like cheesecake and blintzes
It celebrates God’s gifts of Torah and the first fruits. Flowers and fruit act as a reminder of the
agricultural link
Food rules – kashrut (kosher)

Understanding KS2
 The idea of pilgrimage – why people would travel to a special place
 The significance of the Temple for Jews
 The idea of tradition – festivals that remain the same over a long period of time
 The respect shown for the Torah
 That Shavuot is not seen in isolation but is part of a whole sequence of events and activities
 How Jews prepare for special events – like outings and birthdays – link with preparation
element of Shavuot
 Why Jews use the festival to as a time of spiritual reflection
 That the stories may not be factual
 The importance of charity
Tasks KS2
 Write own commandments for today – perhaps write them on scrolls
 Design a menu for Shavuot
 Draw an outline of two female figures. Label one Naomi and the other Ruth. In thought
bubbles write their feelings for each other
 Explore one of the commandments and its relevance for people today – e.g. “Honour your
father and they mother”
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THE SYNAGOGUE – Synagogue
Knowledge KS1
 The word synagogue means to gather
 The synagogue is the Jewish place of worship
 The Jewish Holy day is a Saturday – The Sabbath
 Synagogues vary in size and shape
 In Orthodox synagogues women sit separately often upstairs
 The names for the key parts of a synagogue ( The Ark, Bimah, Ner Tamid)
 The Ark is the place where the Torah scrolls are kept
 The Torah scrolls are the first 5 books of the Hebrew Bible
 There is usually a curtain in front of the Ark
 The Menorah is the symbol of the Jewish faith and stood in the Temple of Jerusalem. The
menorah has 7 branches and symbolises the 6 days of creation and the Sabbath
 The Ner Tamid represents God’s presence
 The Bimah is where the leader or Rabbi reads from the scrolls
 The Ten Commandments usually appear over the Ark
 A Rabbi is a leader and a teacher
 Jewish men cover their heads with a Kippah when they pray
 In some synagogues married women also cover their heads
 Some men and women may wear a prayer shawl called a tallit
Understanding KS1
 The importance of the synagogue for Jews
 How a synagogue is used
 The symbolism of some key items
 The role of a Rabbi
 The importance of the commandments in Jewish life
Tasks KS1
 Draw an outline of a synagogue and put in the key places
 Draw a Menorah and pictures to link with the creation story
 Make a Menorah

Make a Torah scroll
Knowledge KS2
 The synagogue is often more than a place of prayer and worship
 It has different names:
Beit Haknesset – House of Assembly
Beit Tfilah – House of Prayer
Beit Midrash – House of Study
There are different groups of Jews who have different synagogues
 In England synagogues are often called ‘Shul’, a Yiddish word for school
 The basic elements of a synagogue are taken from the ‘Tabernacle’ and are found in the
book of Exodus
 Once the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed the synagogue became an important
place to meet ( gather)
 The Ark ( Aron Kodesh) is the focal point of a synagogue
 What the Ark contains
 The symbolism of the curtain (Parochet)
 The importance of the Ten Commandments (luchot)
 The symbolism of the Ner Tamid, The Eternal Light ( Exodus 27 20-21)
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The Bimah and its use
The fact that Jews have 613 commandments
The symbolism of the Kippah
The symbolism of the Tallit and Tsitsit and the commandment in Numbers 15: 38-39
Orthodox prayers are conducted almost entirely in Hebrew apart from the prayers for the
Queen and Royal family
The role of the Rabbi
The role of the Cantor (chazzan)
The Torah is divided into 54 portions read on a weekly cycle
The reason why men and women are separated in an Orthodox synagogue
What services might take place at a synagogue
The synagogue has no representations of humans or animals

Understanding KS2
 The importance of a synagogue to the Jewish community
 The importance of the items in a synagogue
 The symbolism of the key items in a synagogue
 The importance of the 613 commandments in Judaism
 Understand about the key differences between Orthodox and Reform synagogues
 Why men and women are often separated
 Why there are no representations of humans and animals in a synagogue
Tasks KS2
 Visit a local synagogue and write about your experience
 Write a pamphlet explaining the key features of a Synagogue
 In groups find out about one service or festival that takes place at the Synagogue and
prepare a power-point presentation

Find out about the differences between an Orthodox and a Reform Synagogue and the
different customs. Make a class display of your work
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THE TORAH – Torah (Teaching/law)
Knowledge KS1
 The Torah is made up of five books known as the 5 books of Moses
 It is special and sacred
 The books are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers
and Deuteronomy
 The word Torah means teaching
 The Torah is a mixture of stories and teachings
 The book of Genesis is about the creation of the world
 The Torah is the first 5 books of the Christian Bible
 The Torah contains lots of teachings and rules about how Jewish people should live
 The Jews have 613 commandments which tell Jews how to pray, eat and what festivals to
celebrate

That the Torah helps Jews to live their lives

The Torah scrolls are kept in the Ark in the Synagogue
 The Torah in the Synagogue is written on parchment and made into scrolls
 The scrolls are very big and heavy
 It is written by a scribe and they are not allowed to have any mistakes
 When the scrolls are complete they are beautifully decorated
Understanding KS1
 The importance of the Torah
 The importance of the Torah scrolls
 The Torah teaches the Jewish people how to live their lives
 Why scribes have to be careful when writing on the parchment
Tasks KS1
 Read a simple story of creation and then make the first part of Genesis in pictures and turn it
into a scroll
 Try to write a sentence without any mistakes
 Explore the law of Shabbat and consider how hard it might be to follow this. Draw a picture to
represent one of the rules
Knowledge KS2
 Some Jewish people believe that God gave Moses the Torah on Mount Sinai and Moses
wrote it down
 Some Jewish people believe that God inspired people who wrote down the Torah
 When Jewish people speak about the Torah they sometimes include other Jewish Holy
books
 The Jewish Bible is called the Tenakh
 It is made up of the Torah (Teachings), Nevi’im (Prophets) and Ketuvim (writings)
 Non-Jews call these the Old Testament
 The Old Testament is important for Christians and Muslims
 The Nevi’im covers the lives of the Prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah and Jonah
 The Ketuvim includes the Psalms
 The Torah contains the 613 commandments by which Jews live
 It is like an instruction manual
 Over the centuries Rabbis have helped the Jewish people to understand these
commandments and ways to live
 The Torah contains the rules on Kosher food, keeping the Sabbath and the Ten
Commandments
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Genesis tells the story of creation and the story of Abraham
Exodus covers the story of Moses, the enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt and the Exodus
story
Leviticus contains the laws on sacrifice, impurity and holiness
Numbers traces the history of the Israelites in the desert after the Exodus
Deuteronomy recalls the laws of the other books spoken by Moses
If a scribe makes a mistake when writing the scrolls has to begin again
In the Synagogue the scrolls are read using a ‘yad’ or pointer to protect the parchment from
the grease on fingers

Understanding KS2
 The importance of the Torah to the Jewish people
 The importance of the history in the Tenakah
 How difficult it might be to follow the 613 commandments
 The importance of the links with Christianity and Islam (The people of the Book)
Tasks KS2
 Explore and discuss one of the stories from the Torah. For example the story of Moses and
the burning bush ( Exodus Ch. 3)
 Try to write the beginning of Genesis without a mistake
 Explore the Ten Commandments and consider how hard it might be to follow them. Write 10
commandments for society today.
 Create a power-point presentation to explain the Torah to a Christian child
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH - Mitzvah
Knowledge KS1
 Bar Mitzvah takes place when a Jewish boy is 13
 Bat Mitzvah takes place when a Jewish girl is 12
 It is a ceremony to say that they are now adults in the Jewish community and should be
responsible for keeping the laws
 The laws are called Mitzvot or commandments
 The Bar/Bat Mitzvah boy/girl usually learn a portion of the Torah and read it in the Synagogue
 In some Synagogues the girls also learn a portion of scripture to read
 There is usually a party afterwards to celebrate
Understanding KS1
 The importance of Bar / Bat Mitzvah for Jewish children
 How special it would be to read from the Torah
Tasks KS1
 Imagine you were a Jewish boy or girl. Design a Bar / Bat Mitzvah card to send to your
relatives or friends
Knowledge KS2
 Bar Mitzvah means ‘Son of Commandment’
th
 It usually takes place on the first Saturday after the boy’s 13 birthday
 Traditionally it was boys who has a Bar Mitzvah but in Reform Synagogues it is also girls who
also have a Bat Mitzvah
 In an Orthodox synagogue the girls may have a separate ceremony called a Bat Chayil but
there is no religious ritual involved
 Bat Mitzvah means ‘Daughter of Commandment’
 The age when these ceremonies take place
 According to Jewish law when boys become 13 they become accountable for their actions
 That Jews have 613 commandments
 The Bar Mitzvah boy will read a portion of the Torah and often sing the Haftorah- the weekly
reading from the Nevi’im’
 The items used for prayer; tefillin (phylacteries), Tallit, Tzitzit and Kippah
 Sometimes the Bar Mitzvah boy will also lay ‘Tefillin’ for the first time
 There will be a celebration following the event
 Some Jewish families take their sons to the ‘Wailing Wall’ in Jerusalem for their Bar Mitzvah
Understanding KS2
 The importance of Bar/Bat Mitzvah for Jewish children
 Why the difference in age between boys and girls
 What it might mean to be accountable for your actions
 What it might mean to be regarded as an adult in the Jewish community
 How the parents of the young people might feel
 What it would mean to follow the commandments / law
Tasks KS2
 Find out about the Tefillin, Tallit, Tsitsit and Kippah. In pairs prepare a power point
presentation to explain these items and their importance.
 Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
 Discuss how the words of the Shema (belief in God) are fundamental to Judaism, the
covenant with God and the commandments.
 Find out about the Mezuzah. Make a Mezuzah and try to write the words for the case without
making a mistake
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KASHRUT / KOSHER - Kashrut
Knowledge KS1
 For the Jewish community Kashrut is not just a set of rules; it is a way of life
 The word Kashrut / Kosher means ‘fitting’
 The food laws are found in the Hebrew Bible ( the Old Testament)
 Judaism is concerned with all aspects of life and that includes eating
 The rules explain what Jews can and cannot eat
 These basic laws are written in the Torah
 Some foods are permitted and some are not
 Some examples such as: Jews can eat meat from cows and chicken. They can eat all fruits
and vegetables and all nuts and grains. Fish that have scales and fins
 They cannot eat pig, shellfish
 Some Jewish homes have a ‘kosher kitchen to keep milk and meat products totally separate.
They will have 2 sinks and use different pans for cooking
 Some Kosher food in shops will have a special mark called a ‘hecher’ so that Jews know that
it has been passed by a rabbi and it is ‘fit’ to eat
Understanding KS1
 Why the Jewish people eat special food
 The meaning of the word Kosher / Kashrut
 Why Jews do not eat pig or shell fish
 Why some Jewish kitchens have 2 sinks
Tasks KS1
 Using pictures of food, make a class poster with food that Jews can and cannot eat
 Hold a class meal with kosher food
Knowledge KS2
 The laws of Kashrut are found in Leviticus Ch.11
 The food Jewish people are allowed to eat is known as ‘Kosher’
 Kosher means ‘fitting or correct’
 A state of being Kosher is called ‘Kashrut’
 Some Jews keep Kosher kitchens
 Food which contain neither meat nor milk is called parev and may be eaten with either milk or
meat e.g. eggs
 All plants are Kosher but not all animals
 Animals must be killed in a special way and the blood removed
 Their hooves must be completely parted and they must chew the cud
 Pigs have split hooves but do not chew the cud so they are not Kosher
 Jews can eat chicken, turkey and duck but not birds of prey
 Fish must have fins and scales. Eels are not Kosher
 Shell fish is not kosher
 Jews are forbidden to eat insects or creepy crawlies,
 Fruit and vegetables are carefully washed and checked before they are eaten
 Rabbis sometimes supervise the manufacture of products and certify that they are kosher
 These products are stamped with a ‘hechsher’
Understanding KS2
 Why these laws are important for the Jewish people
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What it might be like to follow these food rules
The difference between Kosher and Parev
Why a Jewish kitchen might be different

Tasks KS2




Prepare a shopping list for on line shopping as if you were Jewish.
Prepare a menu for having some Jewish friends over for a meal
Visit a local supermarket and find out which products Jewish people might eat
(Tesco usually have a range of Kosher products)
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JEWISH MARRIAGE - Marriage
Knowledge KS1
 The wedding cannot take place on the Sabbath or a Holy day
 Most Jewish marriages take place in a Synagogue but some take place outdoors or in a hall.
 The marriage takes place under a canopy (Chuppah) supported by 4 poles
 This is a symbol of the new home that the couple are about to establish
 The ceremony begins with the Bedeken (the groom identifies his partner under her veil)
 The bride is escorted up the aisle by her father
 It is traditional for the bride to walk around the groom 7 times
 The betrothal consists of the giving and receiving of rings
 The ceremony ends with the groom stamping on and breaking a wine glass
 Those present shout ‘Mazel Tov’ or ‘good luck’
Understanding KS1
 Jewish marriages take place under Jewish law
 The symbolism of the canopy
 The symbolism of the veil
 The symbolism of the ring
 The symbolism of the wine glass
Tasks KS1
 Draw a picture of the bride and groom standing under the Chuppah and write some words to
explain Jewish marriage
Knowledge KS2
 Jewish marriages take place under Jewish law
 They require a ‘get’ (a bill of divorcement) which can only be ended under Jewish law
 To be Jewish you have to have a Jewish mother
 A Jewish marriage can only take place if both parties are Jewish
 One partner may be a convert to Judaism
 Jewish marriages are monogamous
 Marriages are prohibited to certain relatives as written in Leviticus 18
 For many years Jewish marriages were arranged marriages. This still happens in some cases
 They were arranged with the help of a shadchan or matchmaker
 The marriage ceremony has two parts; The erusin or betrothal / the Kiddushin (
sanctification) and the nissu’in or nuptials( the ceremony)
 The marriage takes place under a Chuppah
 The Bedeken tradition goes back to the story of Jacob (Genesis 29: 23-28)
 The groom then leaves to go and stand under the Chuppah and wait for his bride
 Some branches of Judaism now permit same sex marriage
 The betrothal part of the ceremony consists of blessings and the giving and receiving of rings
 The bridegroom says’ Behold thou art consecrated unto to me by this ring according to the
law of Moses and of Israel’
 The nissu’in part consists of the Sheva Brachot or seven blessings and the yichud
 The yichud is a short time that the bride and groom are given to spend in private
 The ceremony ends with the breaking of the glass. This symbolises the destruction of the
temple in Jerusalem.
 It also symbolises that marriage is fragile and any misdeed can destroy a marriage
 Those present shout ‘Mazel Tov’ or ‘Good Luck ‘ after the breaking of the glass. The marriage
contract is called a Ketuvah and it is read during the ceremony
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The Ketuvah is given to the wife to keep
The couple will also receive a civil marriage document
In traditional Jewish communities the celebrations last a week

Understanding KS2







Why Jews should only marry Jews
Why the Jewish line is through the mother
Why the bridegroom lifts the veil and the links with the story of Jacob
The symbolism surrounding a Jewish marriage
The meaning of some of the key words used for Jewish marriage e.g. Bedeken
Why the couple have to receive a civil as well as a religious document

Tasks KS2



Imagine that you are a reporter at a Jewish wedding. Write your diary account explaining
what you saw and the symbolism involved
Watch some suitable parts of the film ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ and write a film review about
Jewish marriage in the film
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KEY CONCEPTS IN ISLAM
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MUHAMMAD - Prophethood
Knowledge KS1
 The word Islam is the name given to a religion
 A person who believes in Islam is called a ‘Muslim’
 Muhammad is a prophet in Islam
 A prophet is a messenger of God
 Muslims believe that Muhammad was a messenger of God
 The name for God in Islam is Allah
 Muhammad was born in 570 in Saudi Arabia
 He was an orphan and brought up by his uncle Abu Talib
 He worked as a merchant and a shepherd
 He was married at 25
 He spent time in a cave outside Mecca to be calm and quiet
 The angel Jibreel (Gabriel) appeared to him in the cave and gave him the words for the
Qur’an
 This took place over many years
 Some Muslims believe that Muhammad could not read or write
 Recognise a Qur’an
 Know that it is the holy book for Muslims
 Muslims believe that the words of the Qur’an came from God
 Muhammad wrote the Qur’an with the help of Scribes
Understanding KS1
 That a prophet is a messenger from God
 Why Muhammad is a special prophet of Islam
 The importance of the Qur’an
 Why Muslims believe that God spoke to Muhammad through the Angel Jibreel
Tasks KS1
 Talk about what makes a person special. Who is special in your life? Draw a picture and write
key words to describe this person
 Write a poem describing Muhammad’s feelings when he first had his vision
 Write a prayer about angels
Knowledge KS2
 Muhammad was a prophet
 He was a descendent of Abraham
 He believed in the trust and love of only ONE GOD (Allah). This is the same as the Christian
and Jewish belief
 He was born in Mecca (Saudi Arabia) in about 570 CE
 His father was called Abdullah (“servant of God”)
 He died before Muhammad was born
 His mother was called Aminah (“peaceful”)
 She died when he was 6 years old
 He was cared for by his grandfather and then his uncle
 Muhammad worked with his uncle who traded in spices
 He married a wealthy widow called Khadijah
 Muhammad often escaped from the noise of the city to be alone in the desert or mountains
 It was on one of these occasions that Muhammad received his message from the angel
Jibreel
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Some Muslms believe that Muhammad was illiterate
He believed in a single unified people
He had visions of God talking to him through dreams
The first vision was in the year 610 in a cave in Mecca, where the Angel Jibreel appeared to
him. He was 40.
The revelations continue for the next 13 years
Muslims believe Muhammad had many revelations and encounters which inspired the writing
of the sacred book, the Qur’an
Muhammad dictated his revelations to Scribes and these writings became the Qur’an
His important is highlighted by the quote “peace be upon him” when his name is mentioned
Khadijah converts
Establishes the community, a model for followers
His words and deeds are recorded in great detail
Lives a simple life in a mud‐brick room attached to the mosque
There are many prophets in Islam
The names of Prophets that lived before Muhammad who are named in the Qur’an, including:
Adam, Abraham, Moses and Jesus
Muhammad is believed to be the final prophet
That all the Prophets before Muhammad were given the same message
Muhammad is recognised within other religions as an important prophet
He died in June 632 and was buried in Madinah

Understanding KS2
 Muslims believe Muhammad proclaimed the word of God
 There is a link between the Angel Jibreel in the story of Muhammad and the message given
to Joseph about Mary’s conception
 Why Jibreel is believed to be a messenger from God
 Why Muslims believe that Muhammad is a very important person, God’s final prophet
Tasks KS2
 Discuss the concept of ‘prophet’
 Write a report for a newspaper at the time of Muhammad about his first revelation, explaining
how the angel appeared to the prophet
 Imagine you were Muhammad. Write a diary account of how you felt when an angel appeared
to you
 How are people treated today when they tell about their sightings of angels, Jesus or Mary?
Do we believe them? Discuss this and examine the meaning of “faith”
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THE QUR’AN - Revelation
Knowledge KS1
 To Muslims the Qur’an is the most special of all books – like a letter from Allah to people
everywhere
 It was revealed to Muhammad by the Angel Jibreel
 Muhammad received many revelations
 Muhammad preached telling everyone that the words he spoke had
been had been given to him by God
 People listened to Muhammad and wrote down exactly what he said
 These revelations from God were put into a book called the Qur’an
 The Qur’an is treated with utmost respect, usually wrapped in a special cloth and placed on a
high shelf
 Muslims believe that it is the word of God
 The Qur’an teaches Muslims how to live and worship
 Muslims will not touch the Qur’an until they have washed their hands
 It is often placed on a special stand
 Copies of the Qur’an do not contain pictures of people and animals
 The Muslim belief that humans have a tendency to forget, ignore or
tamper with, God’s clear message
 Humans need constant reminders of God’s message
Understanding KS1
 For Muslims the Qur’an has the power to change a person’s life
 Begin to understand the concept of revelation
 Why in a Muslim home the Qur’an will be carefully wrapped, treated with great respect and
placed above any other book
 Muslims do not just read the Qur’an – they recite it
 Why humans need constant reminders of God’s message
 Why a copy of the Qur’an does not contain pictures of people
Tasks KS1
 Think about a book that is special for you, say why it is special and where you would keep it if
you had to keep it in a special place
 Explore a simple chapter of the Qur’an
‘And we have sent down to you the Book as clarification for all things and as guidance and
mercy and good tidings for Muslims’ SURAH (16:89)
‘Eat, drink but waste not by extravagance’ SURAH (2:2-4)
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Knowledge KS2
 Muslims believe that the Qur’an provides a complete set of rules for daily living and the
organisation of society
 The story of the revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad
 The Qur’an is regarded by Muslims as the word of Allah – perfect and beautiful
 The Qur’an is part of everyday life
 It is read at home and at the Mosque, in times of need and recited through prayers
 During the month of Ramandan many Muslims recite the whole of the Qur’an
 Know the three forms of Islamic art (geometrical, arabesque and the calligraphy)
 The Qur’an has 114 chapters (surah/surat) of differing lengths
 Each chapter has its title taken from a key phrase, word, event or person
 Stories: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, David, Mary, Jesus
 Muslims who have memorised the entire Qur’an are given the honourable title Hafiz
 Hafiz are highly regarded and respected
 There is a collection of traditional stories called Hadith which record the teachings and actions
of Muhammad
 The Muslim belief that humans have not followed God’s message in the past because of over
self-confidence and so they forget it / ignore it / tamper with it
 The Muslim belief that following God’s message leads to Salam – peace and contentment in
this world and the next
 Copies of the Qur’an are often beautifully decorated in calligraphy
 In Muslim countries people are surrounded by extract from the Qur’an as a constant reminder
of God’s presence
 Ignoring God’s message leads to violence, corruption, dishonesty, unhappiness in this world
and the next
Understanding KS2
 The difference between ‘inspiration’ and ‘revelation’ as understood in Islam
 The goal of devout Muslims is to understand the importance of the Qur’an in daily life today
 The Qur’an is regarded by Muslims as the direct and literal word of Allah
 The symbolism of Islamic art
Tasks KS2
 Describe your feelings as if you were Muhammad after your experience in the cave. Tell your
story to a friend
 Look up the word “revelation”. Have you ever had an experience when you suddenly
understood something you had not understood before?
 Design a front cover for a Qur’an using the three forms of Islamic art
 Draw a picture to show Muhammad’s visit from the angel without using people in your picture
 Imagine you are a Muslim. Write an article for your school magazine about the important of
the Qur’an for your family
 Explore some verses of the Qur’an
‘This is the book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah – Who believe in the
unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what we have provided for them. And who believe in what has
been revealed before you, and of the hereafter they are certain in faith’ Surat (2:2-4)
‘O You who believe! Enter absolutely into peace (Islam). Do not follow in the footsteps of satan. He is an
outright enemy to you.’ (Holy Quran: 2, 208)
‘God does not love corruption’. (Surat al-Baqara, 205)
‘By the Book that makes things clear… indeed, it is in the Mother of the Book, high in dignity, full of wisdom”
(Surah 43, 4)
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SHAHADAH (Pillar 1) – Belief (Testimony)
Knowledge KS1
 There are five pillars of Islam and the Shahadah is the first one
 The five pillars support Muslim belief and practice
 Shahadah is the belief in Allah (God)
 Allah is the Arabic name for God and Muslims believe in one God
 The Shahadah (There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah)
 Muslims use 99 names to help them understand Allah, e.g.: The Peace
 Allah is perfect
 Muslims pray to Allah five times a day
 Muslims must only worship Allah
 A Muslim’s whole life should be lived for Allah alone
 Outside the mosque Muslims hear the call to prayer form the minaret, either on tape or in
person
 Muslims pray at set times and in set ways. There is a pattern for prayer
 Muslims remove their shoes, wherever they may be
 Muslims pray in the direction of Mecca
 In the mosque there is a quiblah wall to show which way to face
 The order of the washing ceremony – Wudu
 Muslims use a prayer mat – they have their own or use mats provided by the mosque
 Muslims need a clean and dry space to pray
 Muslims pray where they are
 At the end of each prayer they turn their head to right and left to acknowledge that others are
praying with them even though they cannot see them
 Men and women pray separately, wash separately and have separate entrances
Understanding KS1
 Muslims base their daily lives on the five pillars
 When Muslims pray they have prayer beads and they use any of the 99 names
 Begin to understand some of the 99 names for Allah
 Muslim’s believe that everything comes from Allah
 There are no pictures of Allah in Islam
 Muslims pray not only in the head or in the heart but with the whole body
 Muslims pray in a mosque facing towards Mecca
Tasks KS1
 Design and make a prayer mat to reflect one of the 99 names for Allah
 Imagine you were a Muslim. Think about the ways in which Allah would like you to lead your
life. You could make a class frieze to depict this (remembering that Muslims do not draw
Allah)
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Knowledge KS2
 Islam means peace and submission to the will of Allah
 The Shahadah is the Islam declaration of faith and is the first of the five pillars of Islam
 The Words are written on the Saudi Arabian flag
 Shahadah means “I declare – ash-hadu”
 Some of the 99 names for Allah, for example:
Ar Rahman
Ar-Rahim
Al-Malik
As-Salam
Al-Aziz
Al-Khaliq
Al-Hakam
Al- Halim
Al- Karim
Al-Mujib
Al-Mumit
As-Samad
An-Nur
Ar-Rashid









The Merciful
The Compassionate
The One Who Rules
The Peace
The Almighty/ Powerful
The Creator
The Judge
The Patient
The Generous
The One who Answers
The Bringer of Death
The Perfect/ Eternal
The Light
The Guide

Muhammad is the last in the line of prophets in Islam
Muslims are conscious of Allah watching them at all times
Only Allah is perfect
Muslims believe that life and death are entirely in the hands of Allah
Muslims frequently say “Insha Allah” meaning “If Allah is willing”
Tawhid means the one. It is the name that is most helpful to Muslims to understand God
Jum’ah – the Friday midday prayer is particularly important
Muslims look down to help their concentration

Understanding KS2
 The Shahadah is the pillar from which the others flow
 In accepting this truth a Muslim submits to Allah’s guidance in all areas of life
 The concept of prophet
 The role of Muhammad as the most important prophet in Islam
 The importance of the Shahadah for Muslims
 Why Allah has many names
 Salah is ordained by God for Muslims and it is an essential part of being a Muslim
 Why if only Allah is perfect Muslims do not draw Allah
Tasks KS2
 Imagine you are a Muslim. Write a letter to a Christian friend explaining how the Shahadah
affects your life
 Choose one of the 99 names for Allah. Write a poem to reflect this quality
 Imagine that you are a Muslim. Write a book for KS1 children explaining your belief
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SALAT (Pillar 2) - Prayer
Knowledge KS1
 Salat is a pillar of Islam
 The word Salat means prayer
 Muslims pray five times a day
 Muslims pray facing towards Mecca
 Muslims use a prayer mat.
 There is a set pattern for Muslim prayer
 Muslims must wash in a particular way before prayer (wudu)
 Muslims must be dressed in a special way for prayer
 Muslims remove their shoes before prayer and must be cleanly and decently dressed
 Women must cover their bodies and wear a scarf/ covering over their heads
 Men must be covered to the knees but do not have to wear anything on their heads, although
most wear a head covering for prayer
 In Muslim countries a man (the muezzin) calls the people to prayer from the mosque
 Many Muslims attend the mosque on a Friday for midday prayers
Understanding KS1
 Muslims base their lives on the five pillars
 The importance of prayer in the life of a Muslim
 Muslims pray using the whole body
 Why Muslims believe it is important to pray five times a day
 The need for cleanliness and prayer mats, especially in a hot country
 Why Muslims pray facing Mecca
Tasks KS1
 Design and make a prayer mat using the words “All things flow from Allah” as the basis for
your design. Remember that Muslims do not draw human beings or Allah
 Write a prayer to be used
Knowledge KS2
 Salat means ritual prayer
 Prayer is a daily reminder of God
 It is a spiritual journey to bring the person closer to God
 It is a public show of identity and community
 It has personal, moral and social dimensions
 For Muslims it is a way of life, a commitment
 The detailed times of Muslim prayer are found in the Hadith (the record of what Muhammad
said and did)
 During prayer Muslims account for their actions since the last prayer, giving thanks, asking
forgiveness and looking for hope in the future. Muslims do not pray to influence Allah but in
order that they change themselves
 The set pattern of prayer for the day:
o Fayr – the morning prayer, between dawn and sunrise
o Zuhr – after midday, during the early afternoon
o Asr- the late afternoon prayer
o Maghrib – just after sunset
o Isha – the night prayer
 The pattern of wudu – ritual washing
1. First the hands are washed thoroughly
2. The moth is rinsed out three times
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6.















Water is snuffed into the nose and blow out three times
All parts of the face are then washed three times using both hands
The right arm, then the left arm, are washed from wrist to elbow three times
Wet hands are run backwards over the head turned over to wipe the neck
and brought round to wipe the ears inside and out
7. The right foot, then the left, are washed thoroughly up to the ankle
The times of prayer are related to the sun
Muslims use a cycle of ritual prayers and postures for prayer. These are called rak’ah
Muslims often use prayer beads (subha)
Each string has either 33 or 99 beads (the 99 attributes of Allah)
Salah consists of set words recited from memory
In Islam there are obligatory prayers – salat – and personal prayers – du’a
The Friday midday prayer is called Jum’ah
Men and women pray separately
Muslims should pray with others if possible but believe that it is better to pray alone than not
at all
It is not necessary for a Muslim to repeat Wudu between prayers unless he or she has fallen
asleep, gone to the toilet (or carried out an impure act)
In Muslim countries the muezzin gives the call to prayer from the minaret in the mosque. This
is usually amplified through loudspeakers
The call to prayer is called the ‘adhan’
Where to find Mecca on the map

Understanding KS2
 The importance and significance of prayer in the life of a Muslim
 Why Wudu and Rak’aj is so important in Muslim prayer
 Why men and women pray separately in the mosque
 The importance and significance of Mecca
 Salat is ordained by Allah and is an essential part of being a Muslim
 When the worldwide community of Muslims pray using the same movements strengthens
their identify and unites them
 Prayer beads help Muslims to focus their minds on Allah
Tasks KS2
 Write a simple guide for prayer for younger Muslim children
 Imagine you are a Muslim pupil at school. Write your diary account for a day including your
times of prayer
 Discuss with a neighbour why it could be difficult for a devout Muslim to live and work in a
non-Muslim country
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ZAKAT (Pillar 3) – Purification (Alms Giving)
Knowledge KS1
 Zakat is the third pillar of Islam
 Zakat means an offering given for the poor
 2.5% is to be given to deserving causes
 At the end of Ramadan on the day of the festival Eid-Ul-Fitr Muslims give a sum of money to
the poor. They call this Zakat-Ul-Fitr
Understanding KS1
 That Muslims are expected to support those in need
 Why Zakat is important to Muslims
Tasks KS1
 Use photographs of an issue (perhaps a mother and child) before “aid” and after “aid”.
Discuss differences and how the Zakat offering might help
Knowledge KS2
 Zakat is not charitable giving. It is a faith requirement
 Zakat is an obligation
 It is seen as a covenant between a Muslim and God
 It is usually 2.5% of a Muslim’s income
 Zakat is about purification of character
 Zakat is about relationship with the rest of humanity
 Zakat is a way of helping the Muslim community as a whole
 On the festival of Eid-Ul-Fitr Muslims offer money to be given to those in need
 Zakat is a distribution of wealth, sharing with others
 When they give the money on that day it is called Zakat-Ul-Fitr
 The third pillar of Islam puts across the idea that Allah can be worshipped indirectly through
love of people; no-one owns the world – we just look after it
Understanding KS2
 Each year the amount of Zakat is decided by the community
 Muslims see that giving is good for both giver and receiver
 That goodness and giving can go on all year round
 Why Muslims regard Zakat as purification
Tasks KS2
 Consider why you might think a celebration is a good time to help the poor and needy
 Design a poster that a Muslim community might use to encourage other Muslims to give
 Discuss how you would feel if a percentage of your pocket money was set aside to give the
poor. What charity would you subscribe to and why?
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SAWN (Pillar 4) - Fasting
Knowledge KS1
 Is the fourth pillar of Islam
 Sawn/ Fasting means Muslims are forbidden to eat, drink, smoke between the hours of
sunrise and sunset
 The month of fasting is called Ramadan
 Some people, e.g. the sick and elderly, do not have to fast
 Children begin gradually and build up fasting by giving up a little more each year
 Muslims break the fast with a meal called Iftar. This is a light meal. They are allowed to have
water and fruits
 Ramadan ends with the festival of Eid ul Fitr
Understanding KS1
 The reasons why Muslims fast – to appreciate going without
 Why some people do not have to fast
 Why Muslims think it is important to fast
Tasks KS1
 Discuss and draw the food you would find hard to give up
 Can you think of a time when you would be prepared to give up this food?
Knowledge KS2
 Ramadan is the ninth month in the Muslim calendar
 It is regarded as a Holy month when Muslims feel closer to God
 Ramadan lasts for 29/30 days
 There are five groups who are not required to fast:
1. Anyone who is sick or would be ill if they fasted
2. Anyone travelling long distances
3. Pregnant women and feeding mothers
4. Anyone too old
5. Young children
 Muslims are also supposed to give up bad thoughts and wrongdoings
for Ramadan. It is a discipline for the soul
 Fasting from dawn to sunset, mainly food, drink, intercourse, smoking.
 Each day the fast is broken with iftar (breakfast)
 It is traditional to break this fast with sweet dates or dried apricots
 The month of Ramadan is to remember Muhammad
 Know the story of Muhammad’s revelation
 Know that Muhammad set the example of fasting
 The reasons for fasting are:
1. Helps focus on relationship with Allah
2. Develops self discipline
3. Reminds Muslims of the needs of the poor (both rich and poor fulfil the same
demands)
4. Helps to clean out the body
5. Makes you physically healthier
6. Slows you down and reduces stree
7. Encourages you to recognise what is really essential in life
th
th
 Whole Qur’ān completed in prayer on 27 or 29 night of power (Laylat ul‐Qadr)
 What happens during the festival of Eid-al-Fitr
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In Muslim countries everyone knows when the fast begins and ends. It is printed in the
newspaper, announced on radio and television
In villages the Muezzin wanders through the streets announcing the fast
Fasting is an obligatory duty and act of worship

Understanding KS2
 Why the month of Ramadan is so special for Muslims
 Why going without food and drink helps Muslims appreciate what is really essential in life
 Why Muhammad is regarded as the main prophet in Islam
Tasks KS2
 Imagine you are unable to eat. Think about how you might feel mentally and physically. Write
a discussion between a Muslim and a non-Muslim about this issue
 Try to give up bad thoughts and wrong doings for a week. Write your diary each evening to
see how well you succeeded and how difficult this was
 Design a pamphlet to describe Ramadan to a non-Muslim
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EID-UL-FITR – Breaking the fast
Knowledge KS1
 Eid-ul-Fitr is a special time in Islam
 This is the festival that celebrates the end of Ramadan
 There is great rejoicing
 The end of Ramadan is usually announced on the radio or television
 The festival begins when the new moon is seen by at least two witnesses
 In the west Muslims rely on being told from a Muslim Centre
 Eid-ul-Fitr means “Festival of Fast Breaking” and is very popular
 Children receive many presents, money, sweets and new clothes
 Celebrations include decorating the house, sending cards and preparing special food
 Birthdays that fall during Ramadan are celebrated at Eid-ul-Fitr
Understanding KS1
 Why a celebration is important at the end of Ramadan
 Why Eid-ul-Fitr is a special time
 What it is like to fast
 How it feels to break that fast
 Why birthdays would be celebrated at Eid-ul-Fitr
Tasks KS1
 Design a special card for Eid-ul-Fitr (remember that you cannot draw human form)
Knowledge KS2
 Eid-ul-Fitr is a great celebration
 Muhammad called Eid-ul-Fitr the “day of reward”
 Another name for Eid-ul-Fitr is the “Festival of Charity”. Steps are taken to ensure that the
poor can enjoy good food at this time
 Every Muslim who can afford it pays Zakah-ul-Fitr (a special tax on religion for the cost of a
meal per head)
 Many Muslims remember relatives who have died and visit their graves
 Eid-ul-Fitre is a national holiday in Muslim countries for between 2-4 days
 In Muslim countries people usually keep awake to wait and watch for the new moon
 The gifts are called Eidi
Understanding KS2
 Why Eid-ul-Fitr is an important religious festival for Muslims
 Why Eid-ul-Fitr is a holiday in Muslim countries
 The idea of equality
Tasks KS2
 Prepare a special Eid-ul-Fitr celebration. Design invitations and write cards. Prepare special
foods
 Imagine you are a Muslim. Write an article for a magazine explaining the importance of Eid-ulFitr to your family
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HAJJ (Pillar 5) - Pilgrimage
Knowledge KS1
 What is meant by the word ‘pilgrimage’
 Muslims go on pilgrimage to Mecca
 Mecca is in Saudi Arabia
 Muslims walk around the Ka’bah in their thousands
 Muslims chant ‘Here I am God. At your service, here I am’
 Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam
 Hajj means pilgrimage
 Muslims try to go on pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in their lifetime
 Muslims believe they are walking in the footsteps of Muhammad
 Special clothes are worn to show that everyone is equal in the sight of God
 Muslims pay for the journey
 The most holy place in Mecca is called the k aba
 The Ka’bah is covered with a beautiful black silk and gold cloth which is replaced each year
 The Ka’bah contains a special very old black stone which Muslims believe came down from
heaven
 Pilgrims move around the Ka’bah anti-clockwise seven times
Understanding KS1
 Why Hajj is important to Muslims
 Why Mecca is important to Muslims
 Why special clothes are worn
 Why the Ka’bah is important
 The specialness of the Hajj
Tasks KS1
 Design a postcard from Mecca and explain your picture on the back of it
 Talk about a pilgrimage to Mecca and what you saw when you were there
Knowledge KS2
 Muslims are required to go on Hajj
 It is regarded as a sin if they are able to go on pilgrimage and do not go
 Muslims should be adult, sane and able to afford the trip
 Different spellings of Makkah/ Mecca
 Who is exempt – e.g. those who are not physically fit
 The need to go as an adult; if you go with parents it does not count
 Once a Muslim completes the Hajj they are called Hajji / Hajja is a title of honour
 The special clothes are called ihram
 Muslims are unable to take out a bank loan to pay for the journey; they must be able to afford
the trip
 Pilgrimage is an outward and inward journey
 The old black cloths are cut up and sent to Muslim organisations around the world
 Muslims believe that the Ka’bah was the first house of prayer on earth
 The black cloth is called the Kiswah
 Muslim tradition says that the stone came down from heaven white but turned black with
people’s sin
 Pilgrims try to touch the black stone
 The 5 pillars of Islam support the Muslim faith
 The story of Hagar and Ismail
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The black cloth is embroidered with calligraphy from the Qur’an
The edges of the cloth are hoisted up to reveal the cornerstone the cloth is replaced at the
end of the Hajj
The story of Adam wandering the earth, reaching Arabia and building a house of prayer – the
Ka’bah

Understanding KS2
 Pilgrimage is both an outward and spiritual journey
 Muslims regard Hajj as a duty of all believers for Allah
 Allah commands this is in the Qur’an
 Why the Ka’bah is a central focus for prayer
 Why there are different spellings of key names/ terms
 That Allah understands human frailty and needs
 That as in all religions there is an age of responsibility
 The symbolism of the clothes
 Why it is important for a Muslim organisation to receive a piece of the Ka’bah cloth
 The importance of the story of Adam for Muslims
 Why the black stone is so important for Muslims to touch or salute
 The importance of the story of Hagar and Ismail
 The place of Hajj within the 5 pillars
 Why the place of Mecca is a sacred place for Muslims
Tasks KS2
 Imagine that you are on a pilgrimage to Mecca. Write a postcard home to describe your
feelings on your arrival at the Ka’bah
 Imagine that you have to do a presentation to the class on your return. List the pictures/
photographs you would use and explain their importance for Muslims
 Write a letter home to a non-Muslim friend explaining why Hajj is so important to you
 Work in pairs on a taped interview following a pilgrimage to Mecca (radio broadcast)
 Plan a pilgrimage to Mecca for Hajj from the moment you decided to go until your return
 Think of a place you have visited that is special to you. How did you feel when you were
there? How do you think Muslims feel during their visit to Mecca?
 Identify your own experiences under the headings – Thanks, Forgiveness, Hope. What value
do you think there could be in looking forward and backwards in this way?
 Look at the range of photographs showing Muslims praying. Describe the mood of the figures
in the picture and explain your understanding on this
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THE MASJID – Mosque; Place of Prostration
Knowledge KS1
 Muslims can pray anywhere but often meet at a mosque
 The main use of a mosque is as a prayer hall
 The prayer hall is a clear space which is usually carpeted and has lots of prayer mats
 Muslims remove their shoes and wash before entering
 Outside the room there will be running water for people to wash before prayer
 Women and men cover their heads to pray
 Muslims pray facing Mecca / Makkah.
 There will be a qiblah wall with a niche set in it which shows Muslims the direction of Mecca
 Muslims pray five times a day
 There will be a clock in the mosque to show the times for prayer
 The idea of being part of a community is important in Islam
 Men and women pray separately
 The worship leader is called an Imam
Understanding KS1
 Why Muslims pray five times a day
 The importance of the mosque for the community
 Why Muslims think it is important to wash before entering a mosque
 Why Muslims cover their heads before prayer
 The use of pray mats for prayer
Tasks KS1
 Write a prayer and then design a prayer mat around your prayer using shape and pattern. Do
not add any human form
Knowledge KS2
 The concept of prostration
 The concept of ‘Ummah’ (Community) in Islam
 The ‘Ummah’ is regarded as the Islamic family
 Being a member of the family means submitting to the will of Allah
 It is important for Muslims to pray with others but not always possible
 There are different traditions within Islam
 Many mosques have other rooms for classrooms, offices, kitchens and a mortuary
 The qiblah wall will have a mihrab ( a decorated Panel) to show the direction of Mecca
 Near the mihrab will be a minbar ( a short flight of stairs leading to a platform or pulpit) where
the Iman can be heard when preaching
 Men and women pray separately so as the men are not distracted by the women
 Men and women also have separate entrances and separate washing areas
 In some countries these are fountains
 The washing areas are often like sports changing areas with shoe racks
 Outside a purpose built mosque is a minbar or minaret from which the muessin gives the call
to prayer
 Today this is often carried out with the use of a loud speaker or recording
 The word ‘minar’ means place where ‘light shines’
 The mosque is often a good example of the three forms of Islamic art
 The three forms of Islamic art
 There will not be a picture or image of Allah as Muslims believe that Allah is pure spirit
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Understanding KS2
 The concept of Ummah in Islam
 The importance of the mosque for Muslim prayer and worship
 The symbolism in the mosque
 How the three forms of Islamic art might be used to decorate a mosque
 Why men and women worship apart
 Why Muslims pray five times a day
 Why Muslims face towards Mecca to pray
Tasks KS2
 With partner, find out about a mosque, possibly one near you and produce a power-point
presentation to explain its importance to the Muslim community to your class
 Compare Muslim prayer with Christian prayer. How might they differ? Write a comparison
 Explore Islamic art and how it is used in some of the famous mosques. Design the prayer hall
for a new mosque using the three forms of art
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KEY CONCEPTS IN BUDDHISM
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THE BUDDHA – Enlightenment
Knowledge KS1
 The story of Siddhattha Gotama
 The fact that he was a prince who grew up in a palace
 He married Princess Yasodhara
 Four times he journeyed outside of the palace
 He saw an old man, a sick man, a dead person and then a holy man
 He became discontented and wanted to find an end to suffering and ‘unsatisfactoriness’
 He left his home and family to go in search of a cure / solution to what he had seen
 Once out of the palace he cut off his long hair, gave all of his jewels to his charioteer to take
back to his family and set off alone
 He tried different extremes of living to find happiness: fasting and excess but nothing worked
 He decided to sit under a tree and meditate until he found the answer
 Finally he discovered a way to end suffering and unsatisfactoriness
 He had become ‘enlightened’. He became a Buddha
 The Buddha is not a god, he was a teacher
Understanding KS1
 The importance of the Story of Siddhattha in the Buddhist tradition
 Why Siddhattha set off alone
 Why he cut off his hair and returned hid jewels
 That the different extremes of living did not bring about happiness
 What it means to be ‘enlightened’
Tasks KS1
 Write a list of the things that you would like then cross off the things that are not important to
make you happy
Knowledge KS2
 The story of Siddhattha, his miraculous birth and his childhood
 The names of his mother and father
 The prediction that he would either become a great warrior or a great holy man
 His four trips and the four signs out of the palace
 The role of Channa his charrioteer
 His journey away from the palace with
 His inner struggle
 The temptations under the Bodhi tree
 His final enlightenment
 He became a Buddha
 The Buddha is not a god
 The Buddha is regarded as a great teacher
 The dhamma
 His preaching life
 His death
 The festival of Wesak
Understanding KS2
 The stories of Siddharttha
 The importance of his four trips out of the palace
 Why it was not regarded as strange to leave your wife and family to search for meaning in life
 The symbolism of cutting his hair and renouncing his wealth
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The importance of the Bodhi tree
What is celebrated at the festival of Wesak

Tasks KS2
 Create a class collage of the birth, life and death of the Buddha
 Write the letter that Siddhattha might have written to his wife explaining his reason for leaving
 Write a newspaper report to go with the following headings`;
Callous young prince abandons his wife and family
Compassionate young prince leaves the palace and discovers a cure for suffering
 Find out about the festival of Wesak and how it is celebrated in different countries. Create a
class display
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THE DHAMMA – Teaching
Knowledge KS1
 Siddhattha discovered the world is not always satisfactory. Sometimes there is pain and
suffering
 Siddhattha became a Buddha
 He was also like a doctor. He had diagnosed the problem and offered the prescription and
cure
 This was called the Dhamma
 The Dhamma is the Buddha’s teaching
 He called it ‘The Four Noble Truths’
 This is a way of life for Buddhists
 The first part is called Dukkha. Accepting that suffering and unsatisfactoriness exist in the
world
 The second is called Samudaya. Because everything is changing so are we, our thoughts
and desires
 The third is Nirodha. Learning to let go of our wants and desires
 The fourth Noble Truth Buddhists call the ‘Noble Eightfold Path’; a way of life to help us
 The Buddhist symbol is a wheel with eight spokes to symbolise the Eightfold Path.
 Some steps on the Eightfold Path e.g. Right Speech and Right Action
 By following the four noble truths Buddhists aim to find peace in their lives
Understanding KS1
 That the Dhamma is the Buddha’s prescription and cure to end suffering and
unsatisfactoriness in life
 That everything is constantly changing and so are we; growing moment by moment
 Our thoughts are very important
 That if we are changing so are our thoughts and desires. What we crave today we may not
want tomorrow, e.g. the latest new toy
 If we want something and we cannot have it we suffer
 If we can stop our minds from craving things then we won’t suffer so much
 The Buddhist idea of ‘letting go’
Tasks KS1
 Discuss the difference between ‘wanting’ something and ‘needing something. Create a class
booklet of things that we all might need as opposed to things that we want. Link to the
Buddhist idea of craving
 Create a class collage to show how the world might improve if everyone followed right speech
and right action

Knowledge KS2
 The Buddha’s teaching is called the Dhamma
 Siddhattha called his teaching the Four Noble Truths
 The first noble truth is called Dukkha –
 That there are three parts to Dukkha:
Dukkha - Accepting that suffering and unsatisfactoriness exist
Anicca – Realising that nothing is permenant
Anatta – Understanding that if nothing is permenant that we have no permanent self
 The second Noble Truth is Samudaya: the origin of our suffering and unsatisfactoriness is
because we have a desire to cling on to life and material possessions.
 We suffer because of what Buddhists call Tanha; our greed, hatred and ignorance
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In Buddhism the pig represents ignorance, the snake hatred and a cockerel greed going
around in a never ending circle. This is called ‘Samsara’ (pictured on a Tibetan Wheel of Life)
The third Noble Truth is Nirodha – When we let go of our greed, hatred and ignorance we let
go of our suffering
The fourth Noble Truth is called Magga- The Middle Way
Magga is the Eightfold path
The eightfold Path has eight steps:
The eight steps on the Eightfold Path

Understanding KS2
 The importance of the Four Noble Truths
 The Four Noble Truths as the Buddha’s prescription and Cure to suffering and
unsatisfactoriness
 The Buddhist idea of Dukkha
 The concept of ‘No-self’
 The symbolism of the pig, snake and cockerel
 The steps on the Eightfold Path

Tasks KS2





Write a pamphlet for a young child explaining the Four Noble Truths
Using old photographs and newspaper cuttings create a collage to explain ‘Dukkha’
Imagine that you are a Buddhist and a non-Buddhist friend asks why suffering exists. Write
your dialogue
Think of a world situation. Write an article to explain how if people followed the Eight Fold
path it might improve
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THE SANGHA – Community
Knowledge KS1
 The word Sangha means community
 The Buddhist Sangha is made up of Lay Buddhists and monks and nuns
 Buddhists recite the three refuges daily
To the Buddha I go for Refuge
To the Dhamma I go for Refuge
To the Sangha I go to refuge
 A refuge is a shelter or someone you trust and turn to for guidance
 The three refuges are so precious they are often called the ‘Three Jewels’
 All Buddhists try to follow ‘precepts’
 Precepts are moral instructions, something to aim for
 They are not commands
 Lay Buddhists follow eight precepts
 Monks and Nuns have many more precepts but ten
 Some key precepts for lay Buddhists e.g. To refrain from injuring living things
To refrain from taking that which is not given
Monks are called Bhikkhus. Nuns are called Bhikkhnis
 Some key precepts for monks and nuns: A bikkhu lives on food that is offered
 Monks and nuns eat one meal a day. This is called the Dana meal
 It must be collected and consumed between dawn and noon
 A monk or nun has only eight basic possessions
 The names of the eight possessions
 Monks and nuns collect food in their alms bowl
Understanding KS1
 The idea of the three Refuges
 What it means to be part of a community
 That Lay Buddhists and monks and nuns are not the same
 Why monks and nuns go out to collect their food
 Some of the key Buddhist precepts

Tasks KS1
 Draw pictures on one side of paper of the eight items a monk or nun will posses. Imagine that
you had only eight items. What might you choose? Draw pictures on the other side of your
choice. With your teachers discuss your choices
 Try to follow two or three of the precepts for a morning. Discuss your findings.
Knowledge KS2
 The Sangha is made up of the community of lay Buddhists and the community of monks and
nuns
 Lay Buddhists follow eight precepts
 The eight precepts
 In some South Asian countries young boys enter a monastery for a short period of time
 These novices or samaneras follow an additional five precepts
 Monks and Nuns follow these ten precepts (In Mahayana Buddhism known as the ten Grand
Precepts)
 The names for monks and nuns
 The word Bikkhu means’ One who shares’
 Monks and nuns live on food that is offered to them
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Each day monks and nuns go out on an alms round to collect food donated by the local
community
The Buddha established the idea that the Sangha of monks and nuns and the sangha of lay
Buddhists would be dependent on each other. One for daily food and one for teaching from
the monks and nuns
Monks and nuns eat one meal a day. Sufficient to live
The Dana meal
How to become a monk or nun
The eight items that monks and nuns possess
The symbolism of these eight items
Buddhism is about the ‘Middle Way’
The 8 can be added to depending on the circumstances, e.g. a jumper or coat for a cold
climate

Understanding KS2
 The difference between the Sangha of lay Buddhists and the Sangha of monks and nuns
 The meaning of the words ‘Bhikkhu’ and ‘bhikkhunis’
 The concept of almsman
 The word Sangha
 The meaning of ‘community’ in the Buddhist tradition
 Why monks and nuns only eat once a day
 The reason why monks and nuns only possess eight items
 Why as circumstances change other items may be permitted
 The symbolism of these 8 items
Tasks KS2
 Try to follow some of the precepts for a day. Write down your experiences and how easy or
hard you found it.
 Write a newspaper report arguing the case for only owning eight items
 From your knowledge and understanding of Buddhism explain why it is possible to adapt to
suit changing circumstances
 With a partner find out about a Buddhist community and produce a presentation to explain the
Buddhist Sangha and how it works
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MEDITATION AND WORSHIP
Knowledge KS1
 Buddhists do not worship the Buddha
 The Buddha is regarded as a friend or teacher
 When Buddhists go to a Temple they take flowers, candles and incense as they might to a
friend
 The aim of Meditation is to remove the hustle and bustle from our busy lives and quieten the
mind
 The mind is said to be like a whipped-up pond of water. Once it is calm it is possible to see all
sorts of wonderful things in the water
 There are different types of meditation
 Some Buddhists meditate through walking, some sitting down, some looking at special
pictures called ‘mandalas’ and others through chanting
 A simple meditation is called ‘Samatha‘ meditation and focuses on the breath going in and out
 Some Buddhists sit in what is called the lotus position to meditate
Understanding KS1
 That Buddhists do not worship the Buddha
 That for Buddhists the Buddha was a great teacher
 The basic idea of meditation
 The idea of a whipped-up pond
 The idea of calming the mind
Tasks KS1
 Attempt some ‘Samatha’ meditation by focusing on your breath going in and out. Discuss how
hard or easy you found it
 Create a picture of 2 ponds. In one make a list of all the things that might be going on in your
busy minds. In the other what you might see if the water was calm
Knowledge KS2
 The Buddha taught that through meditation it is possible to remove all greed, hatred and
ignorance from our minds
 The word meditation means ‘mental development’
 Meditation develop qualities of peace, tranquillity and insight
 Buddhists use body, speech and mind to meditate
 There are many types of meditation
 Once Buddhists have mastered ‘Samatha’ meditation they might move on to metta meditation
– which is about developing thoughts of loving kindness or karuna meditation which is about
developing compassion
 Buddhists believe that wisdom comes from meditation
 The different sects of Buddhism meditate in different ways
 Buddhists use hand gestures called ‘mudras’
 Different mudras mean different things
 Some Buddhists use chanting.
 They might chant a mantra or sacred sound e.g: ‘OmMani Padme Hum’
 Sometimes these mantras are written on prayer wheels
 Buddhists believe that as these turn a spiritual power is released
 Some Buddhists use a Thanka or hanging picture
 Some Buddhists use a mandala or circular pattern
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Understanding KS2






Why Buddhists do not worship the Buddha
The importance of meditation
The importance of the phrase’ body mind and spirit’ in Buddhist meditation
Some of the different types of meditation
The symbolism of some mudras

Tasks KS2




Using your knowledge and understanding of meditation explain the quotation
‘Truly wisdom comes from meditation’
Explore the different schools of Buddhism and the different forms of meditation
Create a class display to reflect these.
With a partner reflect on your own lives and consider the ways in which they might change if
you were a Buddhist. Write down the key differences
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BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES
Knowledge KS1
 The Buddha died at the age of 80
 There was no successor but his teachings lived on by word of mouth
 This continued for many years
 Eventually there became disagreements between the monks about what the Buddha actually
taught and whether the teachings should be written down
 Two main schools of Buddhism grew up
 The Therevada or ‘Way of the Elders’ and The Mahayana or Great Vehicle
 The main Therevada scriptures are called the Pali Canon or Tripitaka
 The main Mahayana scriptures are called the Sutras
 Therevada Buddhism spread southwards towards India into Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos
 Mahayana Buddhism spread North through Nepal into Tibet, China, Japan, Mongolia Korea
and Vietnam
Understanding KS1
 There was no successor to Siddhartha
 The Buddhist teachings were passed on by word of mouth
 Why two main schools of Buddhism grew up
 Why today there are still two main schools of Buddhism in different parts of the world
Tasks KS1
 Listen to a simple version of the life of Siddhartha. In pairs try to repeat the story to each
other. Talk about how easy or hard it was to remember the story correctly. Make a class list of
the important parts of the story and create a collage
Knowledge KS2
 As time passed some of the Buddha’s teachings became changed or elaborated
 In 480 BCE a council was set up at Rajgir
 It was attended by the Buddha’s closest friends and followers
 After some debate a definitive version of the Buddha’s teaching was finally agreed and given
to specialists to learn by heart
 By 380 BCE it was felt that in some regions monks were not always following the rules as
they should
 A second council was called
 During the second council one group left the meeting and Buddhism became split
 Two main schools of Buddhism grew up
 The Therevada or ‘Way of the Elders’ and The Mahayana or Great Vehicle
 Therevada Buddhism spread southwards towards India into Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos
 Thereva Councils continued and it is thought that the Buddha’s teachings were finally written
down at a fourth council in Sri Lanka
 They were written on palm leaves in the ancient Indian language of Pali
 To preserve the quality of these leaves they were divided into three baskets or ‘Tipitaka’
 Each basket contained different teachings
 The Vinaya Pitaka was the basket of discipline and contained 227 rules and regulations for
the monks and nuns
 The Sutta Pitaka contained the oldest teachings and sayings of the Buddha including the
Four Noble Truths and some famous stories like the Jakata Tales
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The Abbidhanna Pitaka contained the more complicated teachings. A psychology of Buddhist
thought
Mahayana Buddhism spread North through Nepal into Tibet, China, Japan, Mongolia Korea
and Vietnam
These scriptures were written in Sanskrit not Pali. The spelling of many Buddhist terms can
be different depending on the language
Mahayana Buddhists believe that Siddharttha was not the only Buddha to have lived
There had been many before him
There also grew the belief in a new celestial being called a ‘Bodhisattva’
A bodhisattva is a being that delays nirvana to keep in contact with humans (A bit like a
Christian Saint)
The Mahayana writings were called sutras and written in Sanskrit
Monks would take one or two sutras and learn them by heart.
They would often chant the sutras
The Lotus Sutra is thought be Mahayana Buddhists to be the final teaching of the Buddha or
the ‘Lotus of True Law’
Buddhism continued to spread
When it reached China and Japan new schools of thought developed
These were called Pure Land Buddhism and Ch’an or Zen Buddhism
Koans became a popular part of Zen Buddhism

Understanding KS2








That Buddhism grew over time
Buddhism developed in different ways in different parts of the world
The main elements of the different types of scripture
The importance of the Tripitaka
The importance of the Jakata tales in Buddhist literature
The different languages used in the schools of Buddhism
The idea of a Bodhisattva

Tasks KS2
 Read one of the Jakata Tales for example ‘The Patient Buffalo’ What teaching do you think
the Buddha is giving in this story?
Try to write a similar tale on the theme of ‘Truthfulness’
 Find out about Koans and try to write one
 With a partner research one form of Buddhist practice. Therevada, Mahayana, Ch’an or Zen.
Create a simple presentation to your class
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KEY CONCEPTS IN HINDUISM
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GOD
Knowledge KS1
 Hinduism is a very ancient religion
 Hinduism dates back to 2,000 BCE
 Hindus believe in One God – Brahman
 Brahman is the supreme spirit of the universe
 This spirit is said to live in every living creature
 Hindus believe that God created the world and everything in it
 God is worshipped in many different forms (aspects) with different names
 These are called Gods and Goddesses
 Hindu Gods and Goddesses are aids to understanding the many powers and qualities of God
 Some best known names for God: Shiva, Vishnu, Parvati, Ganesha, Lakshmi.
 Ganesha has an elephant head, occupies a very special place in the hearts of Hindus
because they consider him the Remover of Obstacles.
 Most Hindu households have a picture or statue of this godhead, and it’s not uncommon to
see small replicas of Ganesha hanging from rearview mirrors of cars and trucks
 Vishnu appears in different forms to save the world
Understanding KS1
 Hindus believe in one God
 The Gods and Goddesses are forms or aspects of this one God
 The importance of God in Hinduism
 Why Ganesha is regarded as ‘the remover of obstacles’
Tasks KS1
 Consider the different jobs that your mother, father or carer does during a week. Washing,
cooking ironing, cleaning etc. Draw an image of this person with different arms and legs or
heads to portray those different jobs.Link to the Hindu idea of God
 Find out about a key Hindu story like Rama and Sita or the story of Ganesha.
Write the story as a play or a class collage
Knowledge KS2

















Hindus believe in one God (Brahman).
God is shown in many forms.
These are called gods and goddesses
There is a Hindu Trinity or Trimurti:
Brahma, the creator; He creates everything in the universe
Vishnu, the sustainer; He maintains order and harmony in the universe
Shiva, the destroyer. Shiva’s power is regenerative
God possesses all qualities, good and bad and qualities of life and death.
God is present in everything and everywhere.
God is masculine and feminine.
From time to time God sends an avatar to help sort things out on earth.
The word Avatar means’ down coming’
These also include Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Buddha
Avatars are incarnations of God.
Vishnu is an Avatar
Vishnu can take on many forms in order to defeat the forces of evil
Rama is an avatar of Vishnu. He is portrayed as an ideal son, brother, husband, and king.
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Lakshmi is the goddess of good fortune, wealth, and well-being and is the wife of Vishnu in
his incarnations
Krishna is an avatar of Vishnu. He is the teacher of the sacred scripture called the Bhagavad
Gita and the friend and mentor of Prince Arjuna in the epic the Mahabharata.
Many Hindus follow a Guru or spiritual teacher and believe that he is an incarnation of God
for this age
Hindus learn about God through stories of the gods and goddesses.
Many gods and goddesses have extra heads, hands and legs as a way of expressing the
power of God.
Brahma has four heads to show his mind is on all things.
The symbolism behind some key Hindu Gods, e.g. Shiva/Ganesh
There are hundreds of well known stories about the different Gods.
One of the most famous is the Ramayana.
The Ramayana tells the story of Rama and Sita.
Hindus choose some gods/goddesses to worship in the home and in the temple
Hindus use images and statues to represent these different forms of God
Most local villages in India will have shrines to one or more forms of God

Understanding KS2






The Hindu concept of God
The idea of an Avatar
The symbolism behind some of the key Gods
The importance of story in Hinduism
The idea of a ‘Guru’

Tasks KS2



Using an image of a Hindu god e.g. Shiva/Ganesha write an explanation about Hindu belief in
God and the aspect of God that you have chosen.
In pairs. Write a series of questions and answers to go on a website about Hindu belief in
God. If you don’t know the answers try to find out
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HINDU WORSHIP - Puja
Knowledge KS1
 HIndus worship in different ways
 Hindu worship is called ‘Puja’
 Worship can be expressed by prayers (mantras) in words, offerings, song, dance or silence
 Central to Hindu worship are images, statues and pictures (Murtis)
 Worship takes place in the home, at a shrine or at a temple
 The Hindu temple is called a ‘mandir’
 They come in all shapes and sizes
 A mandir is a ‘House for God’
 The Hindu gods are called Deities
 The symbol of the deity will be covered by a canopy and will be looked after by the priest
 The priest will make offerings on behalf of the congregation
 Family members often worship together but worship is a personal devotion and includes
making a personal offering to the Deity
 A shrine can be anything from a small room to an altar or simply a picture
 Each home will have its own shrine
 A shrine will have pictures and statues of Hindu gods
 The shrine with will be placed in a special place
 The shrine is often in a kitchen cupboard or somewhere clean
 All homes will have a puja tray
 The items on a puja tray
 Puja involves offering light, incense, flowers and food to the deities
Understanding KS1
 That Hindus worship in many places
 That Hindus worship in different ways
 That Hindu worship is called ‘puja’
 That most Hindu homes will have a shrine
 Why this is important for Hindus
Tasks KS1
 Create a class shrine with some key Hindu gods. Write some bubbles to explain what is what.
Include a puja tray.
Knowledge KS2
 Worship varies from one Hindu community to another
 How puja is carried out in the home
 At mealtimes a portion of food is offered at the shrine
 When it is returned to the table it becomes blessed (parchad)
 The seven items on a puja tray
 The symbolism of the puja items
 The mandir is a sacred space where people can be with the Gods
 Mandirs are normally dedicated to one primary god.
 Often they are elaborately decorated on the outside with stone or plaster carvings depicting
religious stories, and their decoration is specific to the deity being worshiped.
 The mandr may be a cultural centre as well as a place of worship
 There will be a priest who performs daily puja as well as family celebrations like weddings
 Hindus remove shoes before entering a mandir in order to pay appropriate respect to the
deity
 The innermost sanctuary of the mandir contains the main image of the deity
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The character of each shrine is determined by the deity being worshiped.
Sets of bronze bells often hang at the front of the shrine.
At the beginning of puja and during prayers, they are rung by worshipers to request the god's
attention.
How puja is carried out in a mandir using these three expressions
In congregational worship there are three main expressions: arti. havan and bhajans
Many mandirs hold a regular ‘Arti’ service
Arti is based on five elements : fire (the lights on the tray), earth (incense and flowers),water,
air (a fan is waved), ether (the conch shell is blown)
Havan –is the offering of fire
Bhajans is the singing of hymns
What happens at the end of an ‘arti’ service
Worshippers sit on the floor in a mandir
Some Hindus use a visual aid or a Yantra to help concentration and meditation
Some Hindus practice Yoga meditation
Some use prayer beads called malas
Some Hindus chant mantras
The most sacred mantra, the Gayatri Mantra is supposed to be recited three times a day

Understanding KS2








The importance of puja in Hindu lives
The importance of pictures and statues in Hindu worship
Why Hindus offer the gods food and gifts
The use of a puja tray
The symbolism of the seven items on a puja tray
Examples of different types of Hindu worship
Why sensory items are important in Hindu worship

Tasks KS2



Imagine you are a visiting reporter at a Hindu temple. Write your newspaper article on what
you have seen and explain why these things happen from a Hindu perspective
Find out about different Hindu gods and using a computer design a mandir dedicated to one
of the gods. Explain how it will be used.
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DIWALI - Light
Knowledge KS1
 Diwali is the Hindu festival of light
 Diwali means “row of lights”
 Story of Rama and Sita is important
 The story shows the triumph of good over evil
 Diva lamp (small clay lamp) decorates house and lights a welcome to visitors
 What a rangoli pattern looks like
 Rangoli patterns are used
 Food as an important part of Diwali celebration
 Lakshmi, the goddess of fortune, is worshipped at Diwali
 The story of Rama and Sita comes from Hindu sacred writings – The Ramayana
 Diwali marks the end of the Hindu year
 Families celebrate with festive food and presents
Understanding KS1
 Diwali reminds Hindus that good triumphs over evil
 Light is a symbol of good and conquers darkness
 The importance of ‘diva’ lights
 The importance of family ties in Hinduism
Tasks KS1
 Read story of Rama and Sita. Enact characters and scenes
 Illustrate/ write a “big book” – The story of Diwali
 Make Diwali lamps in clay, decorate symmetrically
 Sing Diwali songs
 Make coconut barfi, cards, rangoli patterns
Knowledge KS2
 The word Diwali comes from the word diva which means ‘rows of light’
 For many Hindus this five-day festival honours Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth.
 People start the new business year at Diwali
 Some Hindus will say prayers to the goddess for a successful year.
 Rows of divas are lit to welcome Lakshmi the goddess of wealth, find her way into people's
homes.
 Hindus perform puja in honour of the goddess Lakshmi
 Images of Lakshmi are often decorated and presented with offerings
 Husbands and wives often renew their vows and children make new year’s resolutions
 Hindus try to make a new effort to serve God in their lives
 Diwali marks the beginning of the new business year
 Diwali is celebrated over five days normally during the third or fourth week of October
 Schools, colleges and offices in India have holidays at this time
 The final day of Diwali is called “sister’s day”. It is traditional for men to visit the home of their
sister, take a gift and enjoy a feast
 Hindus celebrate a special festival on only one day of Diwali when the festivities usually
include fireworks for the children and a lavish dinner for everyone
 Rangoli patterns often representing a lotus flower are sometimes drawn on the ground at the
entrance to the house
 The festival is celebrated both at home and in the mandir
 The Hindu story of the lotus flower and rangoli patterns
 Why light is used as a symbol, both religiously and in secular life
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Understanding KS2







This is an important festival for Hindus
The importance of ‘light’ in the Hindu tradition
Why Hindus regard Diwali as a fresh start to their lives
Why the story of Rama and Sita is important at this time
Why rangoli patterns are used to decorate the entrance to homes
The importance of the Goddess Lakshmi

Tasks KS2




Think about human qualities that are good and evil. Make a list of each and then design a
mask to symbolise good and evil and make a class display with your words
Imagine that you are a Hindu. Write a card to your Christian friend explaining about Diwali,
inviting them to the festival celebration
Make a diva from clay. You may like to decorate the outside with suitable paintings. Design a
gift card to send to a friend with your diva explaining the importance of this symbol
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HINDU SACRAMENTS- Samskara
Knowledge KS1
 Know some of the main sacraments, For example:
The birth ceremony – Jaatakarma
The naming ceremony – Naama Karana
th
 The naming ceremony takes place on the 12 day after birth
 The naming ceremony takes place in the afternoon
 The child is dressed and placed in a cot
 Twelve candles are lit
 The priest says the name of the child and hymns are sung
 Often some gold or silver is given to the baby
The child’s first outing – Nishkramana
(showing the baby to the sun and the moon)
The child’s taking of solid food – Anna Praashana
(Cooked rice with ghee and sometimes honey and yoghurt)
The first hair cut – Choodaakarma
 The first hair cut for a boy is usually performed after the child is one year old
 As the hair on the right is cut the father applies yoghurt and then on the left
 Some Hindus still shave all of the boys hair but others just give short hair cut
 After the hair cut the child will have a bath and then there is usually a special celebration
The piercing by some Hindus– Karnavedh
(The upper right ear for boys and the right nostril for girls)
The Sacred Thread Ceremony – Upanayana
Marriage – Vivaaha
 Some marriages are still arranged by the parents
 They consider character, class, education etc to see if the couple are suited
 Marriage ceremonies differ in different parts of the world
 The bride’s parents usually pays
 The date is fixed by consulting the couple’s horoscopes
 Before the ceremony the bride bathes and patterns are painted on her hands and feet with
henna, an orange dye
 The bride will usually wear a red sari
 The couple sit under a canopy (mandap)
 There is a sacred fire
 The couple are attached by a chord and hold hands
 They walk seven times around the sacred fire
 The steps consecrate the marriage
 The ceremony ends with prayers for good fortune and peace
 A meal is provided by the family of the bride
Understanding KS1
 The idea of a ‘life cycle’
 The sacraments (Samskaras)are important steps in the Hindu life-cycle
The importance of the family in the Hindu tradition
Tasks KS1
 Consider what the pupils think might be their samskaras to mark important times in their lives
 Make a class collage of growing up showing some of the main Hindu Samskaras.
 Draw and label a picture of a Hindu Wedding Describe what you have put in your picture
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Knowledge KS2
 Hindus believe in a wheel of life
 They are born, live die, are cremated but the atman (soul) is born into another body which
then goes through another cycle
 This reincarnation is called ‘samsara’ a time of suffering and unsatisfactoriness.
 The aim is to escape ‘samsara’ and reach ‘moksha’ (spiritual liberation)
 Hindus believe in ‘Karma’ (the law of cause and effects)
 Good deeds lead to benefits and bad to future hardships
 In Hindu life there are 16 samskaras
 Most Hindus do not have all 16
 The details of the ceremonies vary from place to place
 The main Samskaras:
The birth ceremony – Jaatakarma
(The role of the priest and the father)
The naming ceremony – Naama Karana
(Boys names should have an even number of syllables eg Arjan
Girls should be one, three or five syllables eg Yamini)
The child’s first outing – Nishkramana
(showing the baby to the sun and the moon)
The child’s taking of solid food – Anna Praashana
(Cooked rice with ghee and sometimes honey and yoghurt)
The first hair cut – Choodaakarma
(the four earthenware pots filled with rice, barley, moog (black lentils) and sesame seeds
which are given to the priest after the ceremony)
The piercing by some HIndus– Karnavedh
(The upper right ear for boys and the right nostril for girls)
The Sacred Thread Ceremony – Upanayana
 What takes place at a Sacred Thread Ceremony
 Hindus who wear the sacred thread must fulfil 5 daily obligations:
to worship God/offer Puja
show reverence to holy men/women by reciting the Vedas
to honour relatives and elders and make offerings of rice and water
to help poor and holy by offering food and shelter
to feed all animals
 Once the thread is put on it is never taken off. If it wears out, it is replaced.
 It marks the beginning of life as a student.
 A time to study for the scriptures.
Marriage – Vivaaha
 Marriages in the Hindu tradition are usually arranged by the parents
 The priest is consulted and the couple's horoscopes are read to find a good date for the
ceremony

In today's society more Hindu couples choose their own partners
 When the couple agree to the marriage the engagement is announced
 Men of both families meet for prayers and a meal to get to know each other

A Hindu wedding is often a large event. It can last all day with hundreds of guests
 The event often takes place in a large hall or a special wedding garden or the temple

The bride chooses several outfits
 She bathes and her hands and feet are carefully painted with henna
 This can take several hours
 The bride will wear the traditional red and gold sari and gold jewellery
 Red paste (tilak) is applied to the bride's forehead
 The bride and groom will wear a garland of flowers
 What happens at a Hindu wedding
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Cremation – Antyeshthi
What happens at a Hindu funeral
Moving through life is a spiritual journey
Hindus believe in four ‘ashramas’ each with spiritual duty
st
The 1 - Bahmacharya –the student stage which begins with the sacred thread when a
young person is meant to gain knowledge of the scriptures
nd
The 2 – Gnhasta – The householder stage – being a good wife, husband and parents
rd
The 3 – Vanaprastha – Retirement – Once the family has grown up a person can once again
focus on spiritual aims f no attachment. There are many who choose this path in India and
are fed through the charity of others
th
The 4 – Sannyasin – The final stage. A Sannyasin leaves home to become a wandering holy
man. All possessions are given up and the Sannyasin concentrated on attaining ‘moksha’.
Yoga comes from the Hindu word ’yolk’ and means to connect or establish a relationship with
the Supreme Being
Something about the Caste System

Understanding KS2
 Why the Samskaras are important in Hinduism
 The importance of spirituality in Hinduism
 The idea of Karma
 Why for some Hindus the four ashramas are important
 Why many Hindu boys wear the Sacred Thread
 Why some Hindus believe in arranged marriage
 Why the caste system is important for many Hindus today
Tasks KS2
 Imagine you are a Hindu child with a younger brother or sister in his/her key stage one. Your
mum is about to have another baby. Design a poster to help your younger bother/sister
understand some of the samskaras that take place after birth.
 Imagine you are a Hindu boy who has received the Sacred Thread. Write and illustrate a
diary entry for the day. Describe what happened and say how you felt. Add 5 obligations of
your own which reflect your being a responsible adult
 Imagine you are a newspaper reporter at a Hindu Samskara. Write your report

147

HINDU SCRIPTURES
Knowledge KS1
 There are many Hindu scriptures
 They tell the stories of Hindu belief in God
 They tell the stories of Hindu Gods
 There are two main types
 These are the shruti and the smirti
 The shruti are very old
 The smirti contains many popular stories about the gods
 One famous one is the story of Ganesha
 Ganesha is the aspect of God that removes obstacles
 The story of Ganesha is popular with children
 Ganesha has an elephant head
 The story of Ganesha
Understanding KS1
 That Hinduism has many scriptures
 That there are two main types of Hindu scripture
 There are many stories abut Hindu gods
 Why Ganesha has an elephant head
Tasks KS1


Read the story of Ganesha. Make a class collage about the story

Knowledge KS2
 There are two main types of scriptures
 The shruti and the smirti
 The shruti are the revealed truths
 Hindus believe that these were revealed to holy men who interpreted them
 The shruti are ancient
 The shruti contain the scriptures called the Vedas and the Upanishads
 Hindus believe that the Vedas were revealed by God at the beginning of time
 The smirti are known as the remembered truths
 The smirti are the popular stories
 The smirti contain the great epics such as the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Puranas
 The stories of the smirti address religious beliefs, values and ways to live
 The most famous from the Mahabharata is the Bhagavad Gita
 This tells the story of the conversation between Arjuna and his charioteer Lord Krishna
 The Bhagavad Gita tells how devotion to God is the highest form of worship
 The Ramayana contains the story of Rama and Sita
 The story of Rama and Sita
 The Ramayana is about good over evil
 The Puranas tell the stories of the gods
 Some of the key stories are:
The birth of Krishna
Krishna as a boy
How Ganesha received his elephant head
The birth of the Ganges
Why Shiva has a third eye
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Understanding KS2




The difference between the shrutis and smirtis
The smirtis have many of the popular stories
The importance of some key stories in the Hindu tradition

Tasks KS2




Read one of the key Hindu stories for example Rama and Sita.
Make a puppet show or a power-point display to tell the story.
Write the dialogue between the characters.
Compare the Hindu scriptures with the Bible. Discuss what might be the similarities and what
might be the differences about the different beliefs in God / Brahma
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PILGRIMAGE
Knowledge KS1
 A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey
 Water has a special place in Hinduism
 Most places of Hindu pilgrimage are on the River Ganges
 Where to find India and the River Ganges
 Bathing in the Ganges is special
 Many places in India are regarded as holy but the two most important are Varanasi and
Hardwar
Understanding KS1
 The difference between any journey and a spiritual journey
 The importance of the river Ganges in the Hindu tradition
 The importance of being able to bath in the Ganges
Tasks KS1
 Think about places where you travel and how you prepare. Find out more about the river
Ganges and what you would need to prepare if you were travelling there from the UK. Plan
your journey / pilgrimage as a class.
Knowledge KS2
 The Sanskrit word for place of pilgrimage is ‘tirtha’
 Hindus go on pilgrimage to achieve moksha (spiritual liberation)
 In Hinduism a pilgrimage is believed to help the pilgrim cross a symbolic river to reach
moksha
 Water is believed to be one of the elements from which all things come
 To bath in the Ganges is regarded as bathing in ‘amrit’ – the water that gave life to creation
 Some of the stories of the Gods connected to the river Ganges
 Bathing in the Ganges is seen as a means of purification
 The Ganges is regarded as the Mother Goddess, Ganga Ma
 Ganga Ma nourishes and sustains life
 Hindus go on pilgrimage to gain spiritual merit
 When bathing in the Holy river Hindus may receive councelling from a guru or holy person
 Varnasi is situated on the mouth of the Ganges
 It is one of the oldest cities in the world
 The old name for the city is ‘ Kashi which means ‘resplendant with divine light’
 Varnasi is dedicated to the God Shiva
 There are ghats along the river
 A ghat is a flight of steps leading down to the river
 Hardwar is where the river Ganges comes down from the Himalayas
 Hardwar is full of wandering holy men
 Priests are always available to help pilgrims
 There are many ashrams (places of spiritual retreat)
 Hardwar is one of the places where the Kumbha Mela is held every 12 years
 Kumbha Mela is the most important Hindu pilgrimage
Understanding KS2
 Why Hindus go on pilgrimage
 Why the river Ganges is so important to Hindus
th
 The 4 Ashrama
 Why Hindus hold Sannyasins with great respect
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Why the Kumbha Mela is so important to HIndus

Tasks KS2
 Imagine that you were a Hindu in the UK. Using the internet research planning a pilgrimage to
either Varnasi or Hardwar. Write a letter back to your family on your arrival and explain what
you did and what you saw and how and why it was important for you.
 Read some stories from the Hindu tradition connected to sites of pilgrimage and write a
booklet for younger children
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KEY CONCEPTS IN SIKHISM
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GOD
Knowledge KS1
 Sikhs believe in one God
 Sikhs have many names for God
 Sikhs believe that God created the universe and everything in it
 God is present in creation like a light, lighting everything in creation
 The Sikh belief in God is found in the Mool Mantra
 Sikhs believe that everything happens according to God’s will
 God is known as Wahe-Guru – Wonderful Lord and Sat-Guru – True Teacher
Understanding KS1
 Sikhs believe in one God
 God is in everything
 The idea that God is like a light
Tasks KS1
 Read the words below. They are part of the Mool Mantra.
There is one and only one God
Truth is His name
He is creator
He is without fear
He is without hate

Create a class collage to explain this.
Knowledge KS2
 Sikhs believe that life evolved slowly from lower to higher forms of life
 The Mool Mantra is a Sikh prayer about God
 The Mool Mantra is written in the Sikh scriptures
 Its first words are the ‘ik onkaar’ – ‘There is only one God’
 To recognise the symbol for the ‘ik onkaar’
 Sikhs believe that God is the true teacher the Sat-Guru
 God is all encompassing and infinite
 God is viewed as being masculine
 The oneness of God is found written many times in the Guru Granth Sahib
 Every soul is illuminated by God
 Jot is God’s light or God’s spirit
 The aim of a Sikh is to grow spiritually
 A Sikh should develop from Self-centredness to God- centredness
 Haumal is self- centred
 Gurmukh is God –centred
 God made people to know right and wrong
 Sometimes humans fail because of their self- centredness. This is called haumai
 It is possible to overcome haumai with the help of a guru
 Nadar means grace
 A person can only go so far on a spiritual path but a person needs help from a guru

Salvation comes from the grace of God
 Maya can be a state of attachment to the world where God is cut out
Understanding KS2
 The sentiments contained in the Mool Mantra
 The idea that to grow spiritually is important
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The idea that gurus are important to help on a spiritual path
The concept of Maya

Tasks KS2
 Read the Mool Mantra and in pairs devise a power-point presentation to explain Sikh belief in
God to others
 Read the following Sikh Poem by Guru Nanak:
The firmament is Thy salver
The sun and moon Thy lamps
The woods of sandal are Thine incense
The breezes blow Thy royal fan
The flowers of the forests
Lie as offerings at thy feet
In every heart there is a light
That light though art Thou
By the light that is God Himself
Is every soul illuminated

Write your own poem to express the same sentiments about God being light



Consider what attachment to the world might look like in terms of wealth, family or politics as
opposed to a life where is God is let in to ones life. Draw a chart to show the differences.
Diwali is the festival of Lights. List all of the positive things about light and darkness and the
negative things about light and darkness. Explain why Sikhs believe in God as Light ‘the light
that is God Himself’
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THE SIKH GURUS - Guru
Knowledge KS1
 The word Guru means teacher, guide or master
 Gu means darkness and Ru means light
 Gurus lead people from darkness to light
 God is the perfect Guru
 There are 10 Gurus in the Sikh tradition
 The Gurus are not seen as Gods
 Guru Nanak is the first guru
 Guru Gobind Singh is the last Guru
 Guru Gobind Singh said there should be no more Gurus after him
 The Guru Granth Sahib is regarded as the final Guru and the successor of Guru Gobind
Singh
 The Guru Granth Sahib is the Sikh holy book
 Guru Gobind Singh set up the Khalsa
 Members of the Khalsa are baptised and wear 5 symbols
 These symbols are known as the 5 Ks
 Recognise and name the 5 Ks: the Kesh, Kangha, Kirpan, Kara, Kach
 The turban is not one of the 5 Ks
 The turban is used to keep the hair up and clean
Understanding KS1
 The meaning of the word Guru
 The importance of the Khalsa in the Sikh tradition
 The importance of the 5Ks
 The importance of the Guru Granth Sahib
Tasks KS1
 Make a list of the qualities that you think a Guru should have if they are meant to lead people
from darkness to light. Read the story of Guru Nanak or Guru Gobind Singh and see where
these qualities appear
 Make a class display of the 5Ks and explain their symbolism
Knowledge KS2
 A Guru is one who ‘dispels the darkness of ignorance’
 The names and dates of the 10 gurus
 Paintings of the Gurus often have halos to show that they are divinely inspired
 The story of Guru Nanak
 His life challenged many of the religious beliefs of the time
 The Sikh religion is based on devotion to God
 Sikhs believe that God’s Jot was in the Gurus
 The story of Guru Gobind Singh and The Pure Ones
 The foundation of the Kalsa in 1699
 The importance of the 5 Ks
 The symbolism of the 5 Ks
 The Amrit Sanskar ceremony
 What is Amrit
 When initiated into the Khals a Sikh male adopts the name Singh and a female Kaur
 The Guru Granth Sahib being the final Guru
 The Guru-warda (Gurdwara means the doorway to the guru)
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Understanding KS2
 Sikhism is a relatively new religion
 The concept of Guru
 The idea of a Guru being more than just a teacher but leading someone from darkness to
light
 The significance of Baisakhi day
 The symbolism of the 5 Ks
 The importance of the Khalsa
Tasks KS2
 Write the letter that Guru Gobind Singh might have written explaining why he will be the last
human Guru and that the Guru Granth Sahib will become a living Guru for future generations.
 Imagine that you had been present that April day in 1699 when Guru Gobind Singh gathered
the Sikh community together at Anandpur. Write your diary account for the day and the
events that took place. Consider how you felt when the Guru returned each time with his
sword dripping in blood.
 Find out about gurpurbs and how they celebrate the lives of the gurus.
Research the life of Guru Nanak and write a short biography to be used at a local gurpurb to
commemorate an event in his life
 Find out about the Sikh festival of Baisakhi as celebrated in the UK and write a newspaper
report to explain why it is so important to a Sikh community
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THE GURU GRANTH SAHIB
Knowledge KS1
 The Guru Granth Sahib is the final Guru
 Sahib is an Indian word to show respect
 The guru Granth Sahib is the Sikh holy book
 The Guru Granth Sahib is kept in a Guru - dwara (Guru’s door)
 It is regarded as a living Guru
 It is kept on cushions and never put on the floor
 It is placed under a special canopy called a palki
 While it is uncovered it is attended
 While it is attended a member of the Khalsa waves a chauri over it
 When not being read it is covered with a beautiful cloth called a ‘rumala’
 Sikhs never turn their backs on the Guru Granth Sahib
 All copies of the Guru Granth Sahib are identical
 At the beginning and end of each day it will be carried above the head to and from a resting
place which is like a bedroom
 The room where the Guru Granth Sahib rests is set put like a bedroom
 Someone who reads from the Guru Granth Sahib is called a ‘Granthi’
 Sikhs do not turn their backs or point their feet at the Guru Granth Sahib
Understanding KS1
 The Guru Granth sahib is the holy book of the Sikhs
 Why it is treated as a living Guru
 Why the Guru Granth Sahib is so important for the Sikh community
Tasks KS1
 Create a class display to show the Guru Granth Sahib in a Gurdwara
Write the pupils thoughts about this book as a ‘Living Guru’ and place them around the
display
Knowledge KS2
 The book was originally called the Adi Granth (The first collection)
 This Granth (Book) is the Holy Scripture of the Sikhs
 The Granth then became known as the Guru Granth Sahib
 It was extended by Guru Gobind Singh
 Gobind Singh added hymns written by his father
 From 1708 Gobind Singh said it would become a spiritual Guru to guide Sikhs in their beliefs
 It was said to be filled with the same ‘jot’ as a living Guru
 Sikhs prostrate themselves before the Guru Granth Sahib
 Sikh families will not keep a copy at home unless they have a special room for it
 Sikhs will have extracts from the holy book in a small book called a ‘Nitnem’
 A Nitnem will be kept on the highest shelf and wrapped
 It also contains hymns for worship
 The Guru Granth Sahib has 1,430 pages and contains hymns written by 6 out of the ten
Gurus and Sikh, Hindu and Muslim hoy men
 Until 1852 it was written by hand
 The Guru Granth Sahib is poetry
 There are no stories, history or mythology
 The Mool Mantra is at the beginning of the book
 The poetry of the Guru Granth Sahib is written in Gurmukhi script
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It is difficult to translate the poetry into English
Some of the poetry
Sometimes the Guru Granth Sahib is read from beginning to end in one go
It takes 48 hours to read
This is called the Akhand path
An Akhand Path takes place before any Sikh religious festival or important family or
community event
Different people take turns to read it

Understanding KS2
 Why Guru Gobind Singh was the last of the Sikh Gurus
 What Guru Gobind Singh meant when he said it would become the spiritual Guru
 The importance of the Mool Mantra
 How the Guru Granth Sahib was compiled
Tasks KS2

Find some examples of the poetry in the Guru Granth Sahib. Consider what this might mean to you if
you were a Sikh

Write an article for a magazine explaining the Guru Granth Sahib as a living
Guru
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THE GURU-DWARA (GURDWARA)
Knowledge KS1
 A Gurdwara means ‘doorway to the guru’
 All Gurdwaras have a special room where the Guru Granth Sahib is read
 Sikhs and anyone else who want to worship God may visit a Gurdwara
 Some Gurdwaras are open for 24 hours each day
 Outside a Sikh flag will be flying
 How to recognise a Sikh flag
 Prayers are said in the Gurdwara every morning and evening
 On the walls there are pictures of the ten Gurus, special events in Sikh history and special
Gurdwaras around the world
 These pictures are on the back or side walls to avoid distraction
 Worshippers can stay and eat in the langar (Guru-ka-langar)
 The langar is a room in the Gurdwara
 The langar is a dining room
 A langar was started by Guru Nanak
 The food will be vegetarian
 The Golden Temple is a special Gurdwara for Sikhs
Understanding KS1
 The meaning of the words Guru-dwara
 Why a Gurdwara would have a langar
 The importance of the langar for the Sikh community
Tasks KS1
 Make a list of important things in a home and then a list of important things in a gurdwara.
Explore the similarities and differences
Knowledge KS2
 The gurdwara is also a social centre
 Some gurdwaras in the UK are purpose built but others are converted churches or buildings
 The flag is called the ‘Nishan Sahib’
 The flag is saffron with an image of the Khanda
 The khanda consists of four weapons the khanda, a double edged straight sword and two
kirpans.
 The double edged sword stands for ‘Divine knowledge’
 The circle is called a chakar and is a symbol of the eternal nature of God
 The two kirpans which stand for spiritual power and temporal authority
 It is the military emblem of the Sikhs.
 The Sangat is the Sikh community
 All meals served in the langar is free
 Blessed food from the service will be mixed with the other food in the Langar
 The meal is a chance for members of the Sangat to get together and catch up on news
 Sharing food is important in Sikhism
 People sit in rows where everyone is equal
 This is known as pangat
 The Harimander Sahib is a special Guru-dwara
 It is known as the Golden Temple
 Hariminder means God’s House
 The Hariminder is very special for all Sikhs
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Sikhs do not believe in pilgrimage as Hindus and other faiths
Sikhs believe that God is everywhere
It is important because it is connected to the life of Guru Ram Das

Understanding KS2
 The concept of Guru-dwara in relation to the 10 Gurus
 The uses of a Gurdwara
 The symbolism of the Sikh flag
 The importance of the langar for the Sangat
Tasks KS2
 Find out about the Hariminder and its place in History.
Imagine you had visited there and send an email home with pictures to explain a Gurdwara
and the importance of this Gurdwara for Sikhs
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SIKH WORSHIP
Knowledge KS1
 Sikhs do not have a special day for worship
 Every day is regarded as sacred
 Sikhs see congregational worship as special
 Devout Sikhs generally attend a Gurdwara every morning and evening
 Other Sikhs say prayers at home
 Sikhs often get up early as it is thought to be a good time for prayer and meditation
 Prayer is often chanting God’s name
 In the UK most Sikhs attend the Gurdwara on a Saturday or Sunday
 Morning worship in the Gurdwara lasts about two hours
 Worship is informal and flexible
 Before entering Sikhs will remove their shoes and cover their heads
 The Guru Granth Sahib will be processed in during the morning
 When Sikhs enter they go in front of the Guru Granth Sahib and with their hands and knees
on the floor they bow down so that their heads touch the ground (prostrate)
 An offering of money, flowers or food will be given
 The faithful will sit cross-legged on the floor
 Men and women usually sit separately
 Music is important in the Sikh tradition
 Music can be played on a table drums or a harmonium
 In some new Gurdwaras guitars and other instruments are used
Understanding KS1
 The name of the Guru-warda / Gurdwara
 The place of the Guru Granth Sahib in Sikh worship
 The importance of music in Sikh worship
 The role of the community in Sikhism
Tasks KS1
 Think about how you behave during the day. What you do that you are proud of and what you
may feel sorry about. Consider how your behaviour might change if you thought everyday
was sacred.
Knowledge KS2
 All of the Sikh religion is ‘Bhakti – Devotion to God
 Often during the day Sikhs practise Nam Simaran (remembering God’s name) by chanting
under their breath
 The usual way to remember is by Nam japna (constant repetition)
 Sometimes this is a name for God
 Wahe- Guru – wonderful Lord/teacher
 Sat – Nam – true name
 What Guru Nanak said about prayer
 The place of the Guru Granth Sahib
 During the service in the Gurdwara the congregation perform Kirtan
 Kirtan is devotional singing of the poems from the Guru Granth Sahib
 These hymns are known as shabad
 The practice of singing hymns is called keertan
 The hymns in the Guru Granth Sahib are called Gurbani; ‘The words of the Guru’
 Anyone can play but it is usually professional musicians (ragees)
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Music helps the Gurbani to enter the believers’ hearts
The congregation sit and the Granthi opens the Guru Granth Sahib at random and reads from
it
This is called the Hukam or message for the day
There will often be a sermon which explains the passage for the day
The congregation are encouraged to join in with the hymns
People can attend to listen to the Akhand Path
This is the The continuous nonstop recitation of all the verses in the Guru Granth Sahib from
the beginning to the end,
This may take place continuously or at weekends in smaller gurdwaras
This ritual is considered very holy and is said to bring peace and solace to the participants
Towards the end of the worship there will be a prayer said by all of the congregation
It is called the Ardas
The Ardas is in three parts:
A commemoration of God and the Gurus
A reminder to keep in mind the Guru Granth Sahib
Prayers of intercession
The congregation stand up with hands together
Finally some food in a metal bowl is distributed
This is called the Karah parchad
It is stirred with a sword
This Karah parchad (blessed food) is distributed to everyone
After the service the congregation are able to join in a prepared meal in the Langar
This meal is a chance to get together

Understanding KS2
 The word ‘bhakti’
 The place of the Guru Granth Sahib in the formation of the Sikh religion
 The importance of music and prayer in Sikh worship
 The importance of ‘community’ in Sikh worship
 The role of the Langar
Tasks KS2
 Explore what happens in a Gurdwara.
Imagine you are a reporter having to report on a new Gurdwara in your area. Write an article
about what this building is like, what you see when you attend worship and your experience of
the community in the langar
 Read the Guru Nanak’s poem below. Write a paragraph to explain what he is trying to say to
Sikhs
‘You offer five prayers, five times a day
giving them different names
But let truth be your first prayer;
Honest living the second
Invocation of His mercy for all, the third
Honesty of mind, the fourth and Fifth praise the Lord
Le good deeds be your prayer’
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RITES OF PASSAGE
Knowledge KS1
 Sikhs have a baby-naming ceremony
 This takes place at the Gurdwara
 Sometimes the baby is given amrit
 Amrit is sugared water
 It will be stirred with a khanda
 It will be given from the tip of the Kirpan
 How the name is chosen/given
 There is usually a party at home to celebrate the name giving
 The wedding takes place in a gurdwara, in a home with a Guru Granth Sahib or in the open
air with a Guru Granth Sahib
 The wedding takes place early in the morning
 The Guru Granth Sahib must be present
 The groom sits at the foot of the Guru Granth Sahib
 The bride joins him and sits on his left hand
 The ceremony begins with an explanation of Sikh marriage
 The bride traditionally wears red but today some Sikh brides wear saffron or blue
 The groom will have an orange scarf with him
 During the service one end of the scarf will be taken by the bride’s father and put into her
hand
 Special prayers and hymns are sung
 The groom leads the bride four times around the Guru Granth Sahib
 There will be a large celebration after the wedding
Understanding KS1
 The importance of taking the baby to the Gurdwara
 How the name is chosen
 The importance of family life in the Sikh tradition
Tasks KS1
 Talk about the pupils’ names and how they came about. Find out if they have any meanings.
Compare this with how Sikhs acquire their names. Explore if any of the names have Biblical
origins or Show business origins ect. Make a chart of class names and their origins.
 Find out more about Sikh marriage. Make a class display to show the couple and the Guru
Granth Sahib
Knowledge KS2
 Murti or Sahaj is union with God
 For Sikhs this means that the soul and God become one
 The first step on this path is to bring one’s life under the will of God
 ‘Knowing’ this truth is also about ‘doing’ this truth
 This is understood in the ‘outward’ word of the Guru and the inward voice within
 The second step is to remember God’s name
 Sikhs believe that God acts in human life
 What happens at the baby-naming ceremony
 Some families commission a complete reading of the Guru Granth Sahib for special
occasions
 What happens at the initiation or amrit ceremony for those wishing to become members of the
Khalsa
 A wedding is a social and religious occasion
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Sikh marriage is seen as the joining of two souls
Sikhs believe that family life is important and marriage is essential to maintain family life
Marriages are generally arranged but this is changing in the West
The aim of marriage is spiritual so Sikhs usually marry other Sikhs
Some Sikhs do marry Hindus in India
On the day before the wedding there is a ceremony known as the ‘milani’ when the bride’s
family visit the grooms family and gifts are exchanged
It takes the form of the ‘anand karaj’ The ceremony of bliss
What happens at a Sikh wedding ceremony
What takes place at the ‘doli’ after a wedding
The Sikh religion has strict teachings against sexual relations outside marriage
Divorce is rare but does take place in the Sikh community
Divorcees may remarry
Widows and widowers are encouraged to remarry
When someone dies Sikhs believe in the transmigration of the soul
Sikhs believe that souls can have many births and deaths in either human or animal form
These are governed by the law of Karma
What is meant by the law of Karma
Sikhs believe that to be born a Sikh is the result of good Karma
Liberation comes by union with God and the soul no longer returning to earth
Death has the possibilities of complete union with God
Mourning is generally discouraged
The purpose of human life is to spend time learning to love God
The rituals surrounding a Sikh death
Sikhs are usually cremated but this has no religious significance
After the funeral food from the Langar, is served.
Presents are distributed to grandchildren.
Donations are often announced for charities and religious organizations.
Sometimes the eldest member is presented with a turban and declared the new head of the
family.

Understanding KS2
 What is meant by Murti or Sahaj
 The idea of a path towards union with God
 The importance of family life in the Sikh tradition
 Sikhs understand that God acts through human life
 The concept of Karma
 Karma can be broken by God’s grace
 Rites of passage are ways of following the path towards liberation
 Why mourning is discouraged in Sikhism

Tasks KS2
 Sikh wedding celebrations can go on for a number of days. Write diary accounts from
different points of view:
The bride
The groom
The parents
 Discuss pupils’ different views about death and funerals. Consider how the pupils might
change their lives if they had a Sikh belief. Read the Keertan Sohila (the evening prayer) said
at a Sikh funeral and then write a prayer that the pupils feel might be appropriate
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Appendix
Bloom’s Taxonomy
Class

Action Verbs

Knowledge

define
select
label

write
list
measure

underline
recognise

state
recall
reproduce name

Comprehension

order
represent
contrast

illustrate
match
indicate

explain
show
formulate

justify
comprehend
classify

Application

predict
choose
compute
assess
demonstrate perform

construct
determine

modify
use

Analysis

analyse
resolve
contrast

induce
conclude
criticise

justify
compare

appraise
separate
break down differentiate

Synthesis

combine
relate
derive

argue
summarise
predict

formulate
organise

restate
generalise

Evaluation

judge
invent
conclude

design
determine
restructure

deduce
attach

evaluate
defend
systematise create

apply
explain

discuss
précis

Jim Rumsey Southampton Institute
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Assessment for Learning Tools
Students ask
questions

Talk partners

Learning journals

Response
partners

Enquiry question

Students write
questions

Teacher review

Comment follow
up

Why is it the
best?

Making aims
clear

Lesson target
setting

Open questions

Scene setting

Mid-unit
assessment

‘Might’

Self-assessment
targets

One sentence
summary

All you know

Student marking

2 stars and a
wish

Ideas / thoughts

Bouncing

Discuss words

Traffic lights

Tell your
neighbour

Wait-time

Self-evaluation

Exemplars

Traffic-light
revision

Muddiest point

Devising
questions

Post it stickers

Student review

Peer marking

Invert the
question

Improvement
guidance

ABCD

Articulate then
answer

Student mark
scheme

Thumbs up/down

Teach
Collaboration

Minute paper

Wait and recap

Thoughtful
dialogue

Group answers

X and Y

Comment only
marking

Redrafting

Show and tell

Conveying
progress

Think through
talking

Group feedback

Correction

Smiley faces

Feedback
sandwich

What is good?

Generate and
answer

Laminated
criteria

KWL

Squares

Regulating
learning

Communication

Graphic
organisers

Question stems

Generate and
answer

Long and short
term

What is a good
question?

Hands down

Active students

Key features
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De Bono’s Thinking Hats
The White Hat calls for information known or needed.
White Hat Thinking- Facts – Knowledge
• Facts, Information and data
• Neutral and objective
• What do I know?
• What do I need to find out?
• How will I get the information I need?

The Blue Hat is used to manage the thinking process. It's the control mechanism that ensures the Six
Thinking Hats® guidelines are observed.
Blue Hat Thinking- Process – Comprehension
• Organising
• Processing
• Thinking about thinking
• What thinking is needed?
• Organizing the thinking
• Planning for action

The Black Hat is judgment - Spot the difficulties and dangers; where things might go wrong. Probably
the most powerful and useful of the Hats but a problem if overused.
Black Hat Thinking – Cautions - Analysis
• Caution
• Risks
• Words of Wisdom
• Difficulties, weaknesses, dangers
• Logical reasons are given.
• Spotting the risks

The Yellow Hat symbolises brightness and optimism. Under this hat you explore the positives and probe
for value and benefit.
Yellow Hat Thinking- Benefits - Analysis
• Benefits
• Values
• Good
• Positives, plus points
• Logical reasons are given.
• Why an idea is useful

The Green Hat focuses on creativity; the possibilities, alternatives, and new ideas. It's an opportunity to
express new concepts and new perceptions.
Green Hat Thinking – Creativity – Synthesis
• New ideas
• Creativity
• Possibilities
• Provocation
• Solutions to black hat problems

The Red Hat signifies feelings, hunches and intuition. When using this hat you can express emotions
and feelings and share fears, likes, dislikes, loves, and hates.
Red Hat Thinking – Feelings - Evaluation
• Feelings My feelings right now.
• Feelings can change.
• Emotions
• Intuition,
• Hunches and gut instinct
• No reasons are given.
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