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General  

1 
Seating: hearing aids work best at 1-2m so the pupil should never be seated more than 2m 
from the main board.  Ideally near to the front and to the side 
 
When the speaker is further than 2m the quality of speech through their aids can be 
excessively poor 

2 
Reduce background noise as much as possible. On occasions it may be useful for the 
pupil to work with a small group outside the classroom.  Closing the classroom door can also 
reduce unwanted noise.  

3 Gain the pupil’s attention before speaking.  For example, use their name at the start of 
instructions rather than at the end.  

4 
Make sure that the pupil can see your face.  Try not to turn away when using the 
whiteboard, wander around the room whilst speaking or stand in front of a window as 
sunlight will create shadows on your face.  
 

5 Write key words/main points on the board 

6 
Be aware of the amount of new or unfamiliar vocabulary being  introduced in a lesson. 
It may be useful to list new vocabulary at the start of topics.   
 

7 Use visual aids whenever possible 
 

8 Give the pupil more time to process information.  On average a hearing child can take 
up to 12 seconds to process information, a hearing impaired child may take longer.  

Listening 

9 Check comprehension. Ask open ended questions rather than ‘do you understand? Did 
you hear?’ 

10  Be aware that the pupil may not be able to divide attention. For example they may not 
be able to listen and make notes or take notes while a  teacher is talking 

11 
When reading a text aloud to a class it is useful for a hearing impaired child to have 
their own copy of the text.  This will aid comprehension and reduce the number of words 
misheard.  
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Speaking 

12 Speak clearly at a normal pace. The rhythm and intonation of your voice will give extra 
clues to what you are saying 

13 Avoid long or complex instructions. Break complex sentences down into simple steps 
 

14 Vocabulary: When introducing new vocabulary make sure that the pupil knows how to say 
them, especially multi-syllabic words e.g. tropical 

15 Clearly signal a change of subject or activity.  Hearing impaired pupils use context clues 
to support their understanding so it is important that they know when the topic has changed 

16 
In class or group sessions – relay what is said by other pupils. The hearing impaired 

pupil may not hear what other pupils have said clearly 

 

17 Model it! If you want a hearing impaired child to speak or write using certain vocabulary or 
sentence types, model it first, whatever the curriculum area. 

18 
Subtitles: wherever possible use subtitles, especially if the sound quality on the video is less 
than ideal. When this is not possible allow the hearing impaired child to view the video in 
advance of the lesson, this will aid their understanding and mean that they are more likely to 
process all of the information. 

19 Speak to the child.  A teaching assistant or communication support worker is there to aid 
communication and assist with teaching not to speak for the child.  

20 
 
If additional equipment has been provided (soundfield or radio aid) use it whenever 
possible.  This will enable the pupil to focus on the speaker’s voice and reduce listening 
fatigue in the classroom.  

 
 

For further information, help and guidance contact the Sensory Needs Service: 

01273 481154 

SCSN.SCSN@eastsussex.gov.uk 
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