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Schools ICT Newsletter
YOUR GUIDE TO SCHOOL ICT NEWS, INFORMATION AND EVENTS.
Our SIMS Accreditation is due
for renewal and as with
previous years there will be
online survey sent to all
schools to complete in a 2
week window.
This is your opportunity to feedback on the service you receive from
Schools ICT and will form the assessment of our service and
determine our accreditation status.
Benefits for Schools is that the accreditation ensures we deliver a high
quality SIMS support desk, FMS and training provision through
monitoring of the service we provide.

Capita Resources
● Videos
● Blog

Benefits for Schools ICT is that we get recognised for delivering high
quality support and training to Schools with a presence on the Capita
SIMS website and use of the Accredited SIMS support team logo.

UK Safer Internet
● Digital Leader
● Website launch

On the first day of the survey, Monday 31st October, Capita will email
each school directly explaining what the survey is and how to access
it. Included in each email is a unique link; this ensures that every
school’s response is recorded against their establishment.

Software
● 2 Simple
● Widgit

Online background collation tool for
new arrivals
When children and young people
who have recently arrived from
abroad enrol at a new school, it is
critical to ensure that the correct
information is recorded at point of
entry. This is even more vital when the new arrival's first
language is not English.
The most effective way to collect this information is to set
up a parent conference and provide a bilingual interpreter,
where necessary. This is always the best solution. However,
it is recognised that it is not always possible to obtain an
interpreter at short notice.
The New Arrivals Tool was developed by SEGfL for such
occasions. The tool supports the induction and early
profiling of newly arrived learners, by providing a
framework to collect background information. This helps
schools think about the most effective provision for the
newly arrived learner.
The tool is most suitable for use with a learner who has:
● recently arrived in the UK from abroad
● transferred within the UK from another school
http://newarrivals.segfl.org.uk/

Amino: Potential Social Media
Application
Through the NEN safeguarding
group we have been made
aware of a new app "Amino"
that could be used by CSE
perpetrators as it aimed to
attract children. This information has come from the
North West Regional Organised Crime Unit (TITAN).

National Archives have pulled together all of the data
they have on WW2 bomb sights in London, mapped it all
and added lots of associated data:
http://www.bombsight.org

Schools ICT Project Updates
Anti Virus
Orbis Schools ICT has evaluated the Anti-Virus market and found
Sophos Cloud Endpoint Protection Advanced Anti-Virus to be the
best product to provide your Anti-Virus protection.
During October, November and December all computers will
require the new Sophos Anti-Virus to be installed before the
McAfee Anti-Virus expires on the 31st December 2016.
What will Schools ICT do?
For Premier Schools, we will remotely install Sophos Cloud
Endpoint Protection Advanced and then remove your current
McAfee Anti-Virus with no risk to your computers and server.
The installation should take place seamlessly in the background
and you will see the Anti-Virus icon in your task bar change from
to
.
Following installation we will advise how many licences are
required for
your school.

What do Premier schools need to do?
On migration day please ensure as many computers are
connected to the network and turned on at lunchtime, to enable
the Anti-Virus software to install; please save all work before
lunchtime.
Any machines connected to the school network will automatically
have the new Anti-Virus software installed.
What do IT11 and IT12 schools need to do?
For IT11 and IT12 schools we will advise how many licences you
purchased during 2014-2016; please let us know how many
licences are required and we will organise these for you.

New to Primary Computing Subject
Leadership - new course
We are now offering a half day course at St Mary’s House Eastbourne
but can also be delivered on site in clusters; please contact us for
further information.
Course Overview
This course is for Computing Coordinators who are new to the subject,
either this term or last year. It would also be useful to those Subject
Leaders who would like a refresher. It will outline the roles and
responsibilities of a subject leader and allow you to share ideas and
network with other Subject Leaders.
Course Objectives
• To know the responsibilities of the Computing Subject Leader.
• To know where to get help, support and ideas to aid in your role
Who is this course for?
Teachers new to the role of Computing Subject Leader or those
requiring a refresher

Training Brochures
Updated brochures for both secondary and primary schools are now
available on Czone. These show all the courses we currently offer;
courses can also be offered on site, contact us for details.

Email Safety Tips
Email is a fantastic communication tool we use without a second
thought - millions are sent and received every day. It is estimated half
of the email you receive will be from recipients
you know, useful and harmless. The rest is likely
to be subscription updates, junk or more worryingly fraudulent phishing scam attempts.

Phishing emails are designed by fraudsters to
appear as if they have been sent by banks, credit card companies, online auction sites, online payment services, government departments
and other trusted organisations.
They will try to trick you into either opening an attachment disguised
as a legitimate file, but is actually malware or more likely clicking on a
link to visit a hoax but authentic looking website which either requests confidential information or is infected with malware. (Short
for malicious software', a program designed by hackers to gather information or gain access to your computer)
All school computers are protected by anti-virus & anti-malware systems but the first line of defence is your vigilance - be suspicious!
● Do not open attachments from unknown sources
● Do not click on links in emails from unknown sources - it is
possible to hover over a link to reveal the actual destination displayed in the bottom left corner of the screen
● Be very wary of ploys such as "Please click to verify your account", "You have a winning notification" or "You must confirm your personal information"
● Do not reply to or forward unwanted email
● Do not unsubscribe to what may be a phishing email - this
may lead to a hoax site
● Do check the Junk folder regularly for legitimate emails
● Be cautious, especially when clicking a link in an email. If you
have any doubt - don't.
● If you access school email on computers outside of school
there are free anti-virus packages available such as AVG or
AVAST
If you inadvertently click on a suspicious link and you suspect malware may have downloaded or activated - please contact the Schools
ICT Service Desk on 01273 482519.

For years the only Classroom Voting systems have
revolved around the expensive purchase of voting
handsets for each pupil at a cost of thousands of
pounds. Until now… Meet Plickers!

Plickers is a powerful tool that lets teachers
collect real-time formative assessment data
without the need for student devices – for free!

Teachers can sign up for a Plickers account, install
the app on an IOS or Android device and create a unique Plicker card
for each pupil. When they wish to ask the class a question, using the
Plickers App, set a question, and ask the class the question. The
students hold up their Plicker card to show the answer. Using the
camera built into the App, the teacher would stand at the front, scan
the classroom from side to side and the app picks up the
cards/answers in the distance, displaying them in a unified Graph on
the Teacher device.

Here’s the clever bit, the Plickers are 4 sided (A,B,C,D for example)
and you can create up to 40 cards, giving effectively 160 unique
answer combinations.

Because each Plicker card is unique, one pupil wouldn’t know what
answer the other pupil had given, therefore the data gathered is
100% individual to that pupil and could be used towards assessment.

SIMS Update
SIMS Interventions will be available from Spring 2017. This will
allow schools to record all interventions and report and analyse
impact. SIMS Interventions is a new module within the SIMS core
suite that allows schools to track all of the extra resources that you
put in place to support progress monitoring and improve student
outcomes. It allows schools to see all of their interventions data in
one place, covering a wide range of areas, such as SEN, pupil
premium, academic interventions and pastoral support.

SIMS Interventions uses the power of SIMS to track
underperforming students, allocate additional support and
resources to those students, and track how those resources affect
KPIs. You can also see how much those resources cost, so that
outcomes can be tracked against this.

It brings all of the

information already in SIMS together, in one place to provide a
holistic view of all interventions for a school. All the data you need
in order to work out which students need an intervention is
already held in SIMS, so there’s no need to go anywhere else,
helping you to drive efficiency in your school.

SIMS SchoolView

SIMS
Training 2016
Courses

SIMS SchoolView is a secure, web-based solution that
automatically brings key SIMS data to the centre of your academy
group. Ready-to-use dashboards combine SIMS key performance
measures and useful pupil demographic filters to provide a
consolidated view of school performance, helping you deliver
improved outcomes for learners.

Schools ICT Training Courses
Extended Reporting (full day)
08/11/2016

Cover ( (half day - am)

14/11/2016

Personnel User (full day)

15/11/2016

Profiles Reporting to Parents (full day)

17/11/2016

Standard Reporting (full day)

18/11/2016

Reporting from Attendance (half day - am)

18/11/2016

Reporting from Personnel (half day - pm)

21/11 & 25/11 Exams Organiser (2 full days)

For further details on any
of the Training and Events
articles please contact
SIMS Training on 01323
474068

23/11/2016

SIMS Personnel & Links to FMS (half day - am)

23/11/2016

Staff Performance in SIMS Personnel (half day - pm)

29/11/2016

SIMS Office User (full day)

Capita Video Resources
http://www.capita-sims.co.uk/resources/videos/list

Capita Blogs
http://www.capita-sims.co.uk/resources/list

Local
Safeguarding
Children’s
Board
Update

Digital Leaders Program Open to all
Schools
Schools are invited to register to join this innovative peer-to-peer
education programme. It is now open to all UK primary and secondary
schools.
Find out more and register now at www.childnet.com/digital-leaders

New Website Launch
This month saw the launch of our brand new website. Although it may
have a new look it still contains all the great e-safety tips, advice and
resources that help children and young people stay safe online.

For the latest East Sussex LSCB
news and information go to
our website
www.eastsussexlscb.org.uk
and follow us on twitter at
@EastSussexLSCB

Software 2 Simple

Forget spring cleaning, we've spent the summer sprucing up Purple
Mash. Read on to see how this will make a real difference to you and your
pupils, and to find out how designing an imaginative 3D object could 'net'
your school a brand new 3D printer...

New User Management System
Creating individual logins for pupils and staff is essential to making the
most of Purple Mash. And, thanks to a new system, they've never been
quicker or easier to set up. Find out more

Mini Mash is here!
Mini Mash is a brand new online learning space for nursery and
reception-aged children. It's a simple and intuitive virtual classroom
packed full of age appropriate curriculum content, resources, creative
tools, and games. It has been added to your Purple Mash subscription
free of charge. Take a look

Serial Mash gets a makeover
Serial Mash has been revamped for the new school year. The books have
been reorganised so that finding what you're looking for is a breeze, and
we've launched a new range of books that target reluctant readers.
Get the details

3D printing competition
We’re searching for great 3D models in our new competition. To enter,
make a model in ‘2Design and Make’ in Purple Mash and add it to our
competition display board. The winning child will receive their own 3D
model making kit, and their school will get a brand new 3D printer! Find
out more and enter

Software 2 Simple

There's no one better to mark your work than a
teacher...
We're committed to finding new ways to make Purple Mash an even
better educational resource, so it's unsurprising that we always actively
welcome your thoughts and feedback.
Taking a moment of your time to fill in this quick survey will help make
Purple Mash a more useful resource for you and other teachers. As a
thank you we will enter you into a prize draw to win one of two £50
vouchers to a high street store of your choice.

New 2Code lesson plans
2Code is a brilliant resource that allows even non-specialists to deliver
great lessons. As part of our continuous work to update Purple Mash,
we've added new lesson plans for teaching in free code mode.
There is now a teacher's section for each year group. There you'll find
the appropriate lesson plans and have the ability to download all the
associated resources in one handy zip file.
Find them here in the Teacher's Area, or under 'Computing and Purple
Mash'> '2Code Plans and Resources'> 'Free Code Plans & Resources'.
The final whistle

There was a huge response to last term's Euro 2016 competition. A big
thank you to all who entered, the quality and quantity astounded us.
Take a look at the winning entries

Software Widgit

Make symbol books, flashcards, worksheets and accessible
documents.
InPrint 3 gives you the functionality of a desktop publisher with the
power of Widgit's smart symbolisation and over 15,000 Widgit
Symbols.
For more information, a 21-day trial and to order, visit:
www.widgit.com/InPrint3

Features you'll love
Quick-create tools. Add frames, tables, lines or images
to your resources quickly and easily, all from one
place.

Create, size and style tables quickly and easily. Tab
between cells to add your content in seconds.

Create resources from over 140 ready-made templates.
Use more than 15,000 Widgit Symbols, in colour or
black & white as well as over 4,000 new Widgit Media
images.

Add your own photos and pictures or copy
straight from the web.

Software Widgit
INPrint 3 Pricing
Single Installation - £179
5 Installations - £459
10 Installations - £639
20 Installations - £819
30 Installations - £1099
Site Licence - Unlimited Installations - £1899

Upgrade to InPrint 3
Do you already have InPrint 2 and would like to upgrade to InPrint 3?
Widgit is offering special pricing for a limited time only.
Purchased in 2016 - Save 50%
Purchased between 2013 and 2015 - Save 25%
Purchased before 2013 - Save 15%

For more information www.widgit.com/InPrint3
Try InPrint 3, free for 21 Days
Download the fully featured, free trial version and
see how the new InPrint can help you create greatlooking, accessible resources in minutes.

Download Now
Widgit Symbol Resource Packs
We’re in the process of updating hundreds of InPrint 2 resources to
InPrint 3.
Many InPrint 3 resources have been uploaded to our online shop
already and more are being added every day. Look for the new
InPrint 3 icon on the resource pages.
If you have purchased an InPrint 2 resource and you upgrade to
InP
rint 3, you can receive
the
updated version
for
free

Software Widgit
Widgit Information Days

Widgit will be holding afternoon and twilight InPrint 3 sessions across
the UK (free of charge).
These sessions will be a great opportunity for you to use the long
awaited InPrint 3 which enables you to make high-quality symbolsupported resources easily and quickly saving hours in preparation time.
Have a hands-on session with the program, enjoy a tea/coffee and piece
of cake and ask any questions you may have.

1st December 2016 - London
Central London - Moorgate
1.30pm - 3.30pm or 4pm - 6pm

1st February 2016 - Kent
CAT Service - The Old Railway School
3.30pm - 5pm

For more information and to book a place please
visit:
www.widgit.com/widgit-days

What’s in the next edition?
On Line Safety update
● DfE Guidance: Annex C: Online Safety
● Monitoring project
● Self review tool

Smoothwall Filtering
● Additional control to the service for schools
● Safeguarding Reporting Portal
● Appropriate Monitoring

01273 482519
schoolsict@eastsussex.gov.uk
czone@eastsussex.gov.uk
czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/ict
@esccschoolsict

